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CHAPTER 1.

-Americans arc enincntly gregarious, and shovr ibis qulUaity in timcir
choice of dwvellings. If nny one doubis thisisiatenient, lct inm rec.ail ail tL.at
he lias seen af the places casy of acccss ta New Yoark ; thc sea side resuris
wherc Ille bouses stand lu long continuons lines on tii.. shore ; whec evcry-
body knows just who is visiting evcrybody aise, and %what thcy ivili ail have
for dinner ; wherc it is unsafé ta dress ai a morning wiihout a grcat Iawering
of biinds and furtive glances in ardter ta asceîtain whîo is regardiaîg anc ironi
tbe walk along the bluff, or the cantigtious-tha ccr coi.tiguaus-jàiazza of
a nuighbor's flouse.

Soniiehow, an hinglishmiat appears ta abject to liaing btrangtrs liceriing
into his windows. He buys limself-if hae chancc not ta bclong ta flint
favored class whichi finds everything ready.nîade for thami-several acres ai
Icast, and surratinds theain with a brick wvall ten fact hi-fi, crawncd withl
inhoplitible brokce> boules or stili mare uninving ir'>ni s1 ikcs. 1Exclusile-
ness seerus ta him a part of ari-tacracy The lower classes inay inhabit
tidy litle suburban cattages and semi-dcîached villas. witli namies long
enougli ta reacli front allie ta cellar if placa-d llerpcildicularly, but the
well-brcd flriîan, the country gentleman, tic marn witli a rent-ral1 and
an undisputed righit ta a coat af amis, cannai and will nat bear the vuigar
gaze, and slîuts himscif out ai sight as bcst hae nay.

'l'lt average Ainericani, by reasan ai his press ai business cares, iiitist
needs live near a railway-stntian if hle res;ides " oui af tawni." llic greatest
recammendatian contained in an advcrtisenient of a caunltry-hotisc is thc
alluring assertion that it is Il five minutes' waik front tbhe station."

One oteil secs a twcenty-thausand dollar IlQueco Anne" mansian stand-
ing on a plat af gauiid fl large enaugh ta accantaodate a nîoderata-sizcd
Icitchen-garden Theî bauses an both sides sem ta bc elbowving iî. l'lie
inumatcs af anc dvelling can sit an the piazz.a and hear what is being said
by the persans an Illc balcany next doar.

Ncxt ta the dcsirc for casy access tu trains, prababiy the servant tiuesýtian
furnishes the real reason far this gregariausness.

That questian alane wvould fMI a volume if praperly discussed and trczied
even framn the individial stand-paint ai anc who hins stifi--red rnuch in
trying ta salve lte problem. Who bas nat heard complias <rani thecir
damestics about thc " laneliness" ai most lacalities 1 Thc distance from
cburcb is anaîber fruitiul saurce ai discanteni.

As cvcry day il becomes marc difficuit for the luckless Atilrican bouse
keeper tu obtain or retain icliablc servants, shc is gl.ad cnaugh, doubîless, ti.
fly ta anc af these suburban r-u-nmuiieis, î'-here the - iîcllp can <mcÉ
compaians ica rob the p)'ace ai ils laneliness and inducc themn ta stay.

Ali this is by way ai introduction ta thc staîemnn that in anc ai ihes.
senideîacbed houscs, in à rawr with mauy more, in the State ai Nevr jersey
not a long way <rom tbe lime ai ferry-boats which cannccîs the pravincia
barbarians iih thc inerapalis, livcd M.rs. Milon, a wvidow, with twa
daughters. She liad nai always livcd in Ncw jersey, as shc samectime
iemarkcd with a gaod dcal of piaintiveiless. lt wras mot five ycars sinc
shc Ilad rcsided in a fasionablc sîrcet iu Ncw York, and ganc tuta socict>
if nax the besi at leasi the nexi best, and wvha k-nos which cubecr ol thas
really is ?

The cause af iher reinoval ftanî thc l)OILI),and circumastance ai a btown
alone frant ta a ycllawv-and.rcd bay-trindowtd cottage mnt a neiglibaring Star
was nat the ail agitatiing qt.cstian tu îvblich wvc have ailudcd , nemîhtr wvas 1
a wish ta bc near a rail iay-sîation. It was simj>ly the tact that fier husband
an apparcntly thriving stock braker, Imad suddeniy bccn ruincd, and ha
died af chagrin and acicl shartly alter.

Mrs. Hiilton taund herseli brrct of al] fortunc savc a~ icw îimausand
which had becn stiîcd on hier it the lime ai lier marriige. lier daughcr
girls ai rcspective'y twcniv aîad twcnly twa ycars ai age, liad L.cen accu
îamcd ta appcar and camsidcr themnselves rich, cvcn if they hid ncre: bec
sa, and the calamity (ill bcavily upan thymi. Jcssica, theceider, was reali
beautiful, clevcr, and quick witcd,-iao rnucb 3o ta bc a favorite wtrîîl eth.
sexi-atnd wandcrfully useless, and impracticabIe. Lily, thc 3autiger. wV.
what is calhcd Il -ice Icaking," and bail a god deal of adaî.t.îbisy ani
camman sense for licr ycars. Jessica had aiways rtiled ticlImotîsc, brginmnn
%çhcn Shi: vas nota_ ycar aid, ta cxcrcisc thiat authaity îvhicl is tttc lircrogati~
af Amecrican childhood. and bcing rikly indulgcd by bier obedicnt j.arent
She grcw into an cxcccdingly Iîandsamc gar,-faii and fresh as a girl shuti
bc, with a "-onderful red and wivhte skin, and liairand bruws ut ravcn blac

11cr proud father had gi'.cn bier the pet nme of!* Ilcaut),' and su si
conîinucd ta bc callcd aiter shc had attaincd hcer full grawrtb and lovlmîîcs
The lattcr was at ils hcight whcn our siary opens-

The house ivhich M,!- Hiiltun had sclcîcd as hier placc ai rctircme
an.d rctrenchmc-nt v-as rcmaikabie for notbing sa%;c ls incunvenîencec ai
the largencss of rcnt in camparisan wiih the :nancy which lmad original
bccn cxlpcndcd an the structure. Il was built in a soi: ai bastard Que
Arnce style (how much thiat gaod savcrcmg-n bias bcen rcsponsible: for in tht
latter ycare 1,) wilh juting windows placcd ai impossible angles, and clic
catchpcnmy tff«edsisn latticcd windaws, infcîir stained gsas, andi oih
adoinm. nts appareîily peculiar ta IlQucen Anne" homses.

Il ccr:ainly- locked unlprepossessinq cnough on a day in carly spriz
wlhcn ur prao-erbial spriiîg wcathrr had lctef Uirces stili larc, and ao
the laintest hint of grce in the u-mîbered grass. Thlv L ad patches
srîow on it stili. TÇhe road n-as a slough çli rcd mud, e.nt %.ht creeji
whcm rnrrcifuliy, drip>ed the Quccn .Iu-.i cuiot.ittics in simmecr bu-
lmm p and dripping ta the cIw wz1>n -il.

Inbidc, tbings iaokcd marc attractive. Thcrc was a coal flrc glawing

tbe grate ai tue front itarlar. 'lieî furniture %vis aIl gaod and 8ubstantia
ni tasîeiully arranged. 'l'ie enforced economy ai the hîouschîold did îlot
mniiest itseli in the appl)aranuc- ai titis roo ait leasi. That univcrsal curse
ai American homtes, furnacc.hicat, %vas vranting, and in cansequcuice the
atnîosplicre n-as pleasani and nat enervating. There werc îwo occupants af
the l)arlor, Mrs I-hilton and Jussica. l'le farimer sat near the fle, in a iow
chtair, %witb a iwark-baskei besîde lier. A ltalf-darned stocking lay in hier
lai), but lier biauds ivcre ioided idly aboya îî, and lier titougts ivecra videuîtly
very far front hier laie occupation.

Jessica staod flair facing tbe windoiv, thurough witicli a part ai the sodden,
desahate Ian-n %vas visible. She hucid ait apen latter in lier ltand. lier cyes
%vere fixod art the drcary prospect wiihtoui. ler gawn %vas simple ani
siabby-ihe Il raîny day dress" ai a girl %vhîose besi clatîtes were far frais
being t.itlier frcsh or costly,-but she ,mas beautifui.

Soniclhing had disturbed thea quiet every.day current ai thîcir lives.
Thlai was apptarent. There n-as a look ai mingled regret aîîd defatjce on
the face ai thia youîîgcr %vorran, aud an expressian ai anxiety on thtat af
the eider.

Il You are quite sure you ciudd nat do it?" Mrit. Iilitan said, , il a
plintive insisience. She n-as a snmail tiîtobirusive lady ir. black, wîth a
vaice %vhicu casily attuned itsed ta a mincir key ; ycî she was not dcsti'ute
ai a sort afi nodesi perseverance, and thera %vas ihat in ber tone wvinch
ivouid have coavinced any auditor ihat titis n-as nat thie first lime that she
had asked tîme qucsîibn.

"Vou arc 'juile sture, jessica ?",
Quite sure," said the girl, alinast shuarply.
It is givin 'g up) a great deai, dear. Do yau realize thai?

"A greai deal ai unhapffiness, mamnia."
"That yatî oniy suppose. Yau caîî'î be sure."

Jessica mnade a gestître indicative ai impatience.
1I ain just as sure as-as 1 can t.c," sh± said, ending rallier wcakly.
Ali, yes, but no surer," said Mrs. hlilton, nodding hcrr bead wisely.
"I heggcd yau," brake out jessica, turning ber back ta the windaw, and

iacing hier moiber, I bcggi ' you nat ta have any hoples ai it ever comiuz
about. 1 neyer meant ta nîarry hîni. 1 kopt him; from asking me for a
ycar. lic can't say 1 havcn'î baca honesi wiîh bim."
* Mrs. Hilton siglicd soitly.

"Have you any nen- objectians ta flint, Beauiy ?"
"Oly the aid anc."

* e'rhaps yau are aver-sensitive, lare. You ccrîainly like Mr. Thora.
dyke as vrcIi as yau do anybody."

icssica colored a finie.
1I don't think I do," she satd, blunîly.

i Oh :' said Mrs. Ililtomi, wih a sait iauc af surprise. She iras taa
discrect ta say more.
e "lI like hirn loci îiell ta marry luim, thougb, mother," suid Jessica, thrav.
in- herseli iat a chair. Il lic wiouid bore nie ta deatît in a wcck, and .

i wauld relient of bis bargain."
0 "lI like romance i a Yaung gui, but perhaps you don'i rcalizc hio;
S largeiy a happy aîarried life is a question ai butchers' bis and bouse rcno.
e 1 don't wn-am ta urge you ur.duly, but, nuy dear, wae arc very poor. incoz.

r enien! as thîis imouse is, il us bcyond aur mens. 1 used îa bc con!ýderedi
c good housckecper, but 1 cau'î kcep blouse on nothung. The servants d,

cat sol !I suppose ni's the coumntry- air. 1 donti grtidgc i ta ihrni, poc:
souls, but lh.-si ail thal tecls in the monthly buis."

M lrs. 1lilîamî's small face louked very -,iooziiy under its neatty-paricd hac-
IL jcssic-t aiglied a uttie.
. -"Ioor utiler 1*' she saîd. Il 1 mi.,i a fairy prince wvould camle aIo:ý
d anîd u.îîk't mac lu, l;hia, and i ten îrc wouId shower duamionds and &U.

pucces an yau ! 1 ani Su uscless. 1 féel mysci aniy a dcad weight ta t!ý
iaruily. Lily is %vorth tii tee as muncut as 1." And the laugui cndcd ui a SŽ
s, 1I amn almost persuaded saîxîcîmmes," she n-cnt an, and theit paused, aaZý

S-put lier hand ta hier eyes.
a .">or child "' cricd Nfrs. Hilîou. IlWuîat should n-c do witbout yaaj:
y Never Say tuait yu are USeleSS!'
Cr Indecd, Mrs Ihilton andi lier youngcr daugbter wcrc cantentcd ta do il-
IS 'Vork and regard Jessica in the Iigltt af a rclaxatan,-îheiç juicture galuici
*d Ihear tbe-itre. thcit library ot %vit and humor, theur anc means af mtticu
g, edutatiomi. Andi she liad hutherto bceen contenicd ta Il xisi be.autîiuliy."
;e The sîmbjcct of tuec iorcgoiag disr,smn n-as Tncaore Trhorudyke,. i
S. Young NCw VOark man.
Id 1le hîad nothing distinctive abDut hinm but lits rcal and unsclimsb plss;;
k. for jcssica. Vices tie nad nanc, and nu. vm-tucs wrc megittlre. cxcep i' ,
lie 'cry pusitivc ane af having un tinncumbercd incarne o! fiy thousardi
s. year. ]le n-as ricaner vcry go id nor vcry bad lie 'a no hatndsoc

nar was lia ugly. lic nas naîtng but rich and in lave, and ta sortie n-oas
nt these two ccrtaunties would hart becn cniungh ta canstitute the o2
id ccritity,-that of a happy future passcd in hFr! Socety. Tht Thorndyl:
*hy came of really gaod stock (nol railway stock, which is the oniy ances".ari.
cri s0 many N'ezv York grandees>, and thcy were prouti of tuicir farmily Ir:!
se Neyer, hon-cvcr, from uts branches had depecndcd a more insipid sp-ciz.
al) of lis fruit than Jessica's suitoT, Theodore.
Cer Jessica had consiilered humi mn cvcry concearabie: iighî, but she could rý

îimin afi iwtm cquatnimity as hcr future busband. %V'at bier mïiY.
îg, said af tbeir straiîcned circum;tanccs n-as aIl truc.. She fici it as oý
îly beautiful yuumg woman can fccl 1puver.y. Stic Iahed her shabby g1
of bier hundrcds o! pctty canumics, whîch %rccmctl ta bcuuîtle ber. Sic sI
et., cuber wamtn w:îbunt a ihe of bier g-Oud l*k or abilitics maki: brC.Z-
ng matches and apprar tu bc happy. "'mv tnusi %uie have sti many sctupd'Cl

prereu'x hcr bcn ! tticir nunib-r? Ai thîspiacd once mure ihruu;bý

10 THE CRITIC.


