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DESERTION BY WIOLESALE,

General Guster in his paper in tho Galary
for August, ¢ My Life on the Plains,” tells
the following story of an atiempt at whole-
sale desertion :

In o provious chapter reforance has been
mndo {o tho slate of dissatisfaction which
had mado jts appearance among tho enlisted
men. This stato of feeling had been prin.
cipally superinduced by inferior and insuffi.
ciont rations, a fualt for which no one con.
nected with tho troops in the field was res
ponisble but which is chargeable to persons
far removed from the theairo of our move.
ments, persons connected with the supply
departments of the Army. Added to this
internsl source of disquiet, wo were ithen on
the mainline ofoverland travel to somo of
our most valuable and lately discovered
mining regions. The opportunity to obtain
marveilous wages as miners and the pros.
pect of amassing sudden wealth proved a
tempiation sufficiently strong to make
many of the men forget theirsworn obliga-
tions to their government and theirduties as
soldiers. Forgetting for the moment that
the command to which they belonged was
actually engaged in war, and was in a coun-
try infested with armed bodies of the enemy
and that legal penaity of desertion under
such circumstances was death, many of the
men formed & combination {o desert their
colors and escape to themines,

The first intimation received by any per
son in authority of the existence of this plot
was on the morning fixed for our doparture
from the Platte. Orders had been issned
the previous evening for the command to
march at daylight. Upwards of forty men
wero reported as baving deserted during the
night, Thera was no limo to send parties
in pursult, orthe capture and relurn ofa
portion of them might have been effect-
ed.

The command marched southward at day-
light. At noon, having marched fifteen
miles, we halted torest and grazo the
horses for ono hour. The men belioved that
the halt was made for the remainder of the
day, and hero a plan was perfected among
thedisaffected by which upwards of one-third
of the effective strength ofthe command
was to seiza their horses and arms during
the night and escape to {hemountains. Had
the conspirators succeeded in putting this
planinto execution it would have been diffi-
cult to say how serious the consequences
might bo,or whether enough true men would
remain to render tho march to Fort Wallace
practicable. Fortunately it was decided to
continue the march some fifteen miles fur
ther boforo night. The nccessary orders
were given and everything was being repack-
cd for tho march, when atiention was calied
to thirteen soldiers who were then to beseen
rapidly leaving camp in tho direclion from
whichwe had marched. Soven of these
wero mounted and were moving offata rapid
gallop ; tho remasining six were dismounted,
nod gaving boen so fortunate as their fol-
lows in procuring horses. Tho entire party
wero still within Jund of the bugle, but no
order by bugle nolo or otherwise servod to
check or diminish their flight. Thoe boldness
of this attempt at desertion took every cne
by surprise. Such an occurrenceas enlisted
men deserting in broad dsylight and under
tho immediato cyes of their officors had
nover been heard of. With ihe exception of
the horses of the guard and a f2w belonging
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1o the officers, all others wero still grazing
nd unsad dled. The officer of tho guard was

directed to mount his command promlr)l»l);,ﬁ

and if possiblo overtake tho deserters, At
thesame time those of tho officers whoso
horses wore in readiness, were also directed
tojoin in the pursuit and leave no offort
untried to provent tho escapo of a singlo
malcontent. In giving each party sent in
pursuit instructions, there was no limit fixed
to the measures which they weras authorized
toadopt in executing their orders. This
unfortunately, was an emergency which in-
volved tho safety of tho entive command,
and required treatment of the most summary
character.

It was found impossible to overtako that
portion of tho patly which was mounted, as
it was afterwards learned that they had se-
lected soyen of tho flectest horses in the
command. Thoso on foot, whoen discover-
ing themselyes pursued, incressed their
speed, buta chase of a couple of miles
brought the pursuers within haling dis-
tance,

Major Elliott, the senior officer participat-
ing in the pursuit, called out to the deserters
to halt and surrender. This command wus
several times repeated, but without effect.
Finally, seeing the hopelessness of further
flight, the deserters came to bay, and to Ma-.
jor Elliott’s renewed demand to throw down
their arms and surrender, the ringle .derdrew
up his carbine to firo upon his pursuers. "This
was the signal for the latler {o open fire,
which they did successfully, bringing down
four 6f the deserters, although tivo of them
were worse frightened than hurt.

Rejoining tho command with their six cap-
tive deserters, the pursuing party reported
their inability to overtake thoso on horse-
back. Tho march was resumed and von-
{inued until near nightfall, by which time
wo had placed thirty miles between us and
our last camp on tho Platte, While on the
march duringthe day a trusty sergesnt, one
who had served as a soldieriong and faith-
fully, imparted tho first information which
could bo relied upon as to the plot which had
been formed by the malcontents to desert
in a body. The following night had been
selected as the time for making theattempt.
Tho best horses and arms in the command
wero 10 be seized and faken away. Ibelievo
that the summary action adopted during tho
day would intinidato any who might still
bo contemplating deseition, and was confi-
dent that another days march twould place
us so far in a hostile and dangerous country
that the risk of encountering large war par-
ties of Indiwuns, would of itself serveto deter
any but large numbers from attempting to
make their way back to the settlements. To
Lridgo the following night in safely was the
next problem. Whilo thero was undoubted
1y a large proportion of the men could be
fully relied upon to remain true lo their ob-
higations and to render any support to their
officers which might be demanded, yet the
great difficulty at this lime, owing to the
sudden development of the plot, was to de-
termine who could be trusted.

The difficully was solved by placing every
officer in the command on guard during the
night. Thomen wero assembled ns usual
forroll-call at tatoo, and then notified that
evory man must be in his tent at the signal
¢ taps ? which would be sounded half an
hour later ; and that thair company officers
would walk the company streots during the
entire night, and any man appearing out
side tho limits of his tent belween tho hours
of ** taps ? and reveillio would doso at the
Ir;:i‘lc :ii.‘ being fired upon aiter being onco
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The night passed without disturbance,
and daylight found us in tho saddleand pur.
suing our lino of march towards Fort Wal-
lace, ltis proper to here record the fact
that from that date onward desertion from
the command during tho expedition was
never atlempted,
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THE NOL.HWESTERN BOUNDARY
COMMISSION.

The Joint Commission appointed by the
Governments of Great Britain, the United
States and Canada to define the boundary
lino bolween the Dominion and the United
States on the 49th parallel, between the
Iako of the Woods and the Pacific, will
commence work in & fewday. Congress
last March authorized the Secretary of \War
to entrust the work, so far asthe United
States are concerned, to the Enpgineer Bu-
reau of the Army, instead of placing the sur
vey under civil control. Tho following
officess, under the act in question, havo
been, detailed for the purpose :—Lieut. Col.
Francis T. Farquar, Lieut Col Wm J Twin-
ing, Licutenants James F Gregory and John
N Weeden, United States Engineers ; Lieu-
tenants F W Green, Fourth Artillery, and C
F Palfroy, First Artillery.

Tho civilians of the United States parly
aro: Archibald Campbell of Washington,
United States Commussioner, J. E, Bangs,
of Washinglon, Assistant Astronomer, J.
Francis Ilarding of Washington, Secre
tary ; Prof. John F., Clarke, of Antioch Col
lege, Ohio, Astronomer; F. Von Shraeder, of
Detroit, Assistant Engineer ¢ and G. .
Hatch M. D., of New York Cily, Surgeon.

Dr- Hatch and Mr. Harding aro both na.
tives of tho State of Maine, whero they are
both well known.

The organization of the Commission con-
sists of two astronomical and two surveying
parties. Tho couniry along the northern
boundary of Minnesola and the adjoining
western territories is now well knoswn, and
military posts and seltlements have been
long established there. The four engineers
and two arlillery officers detailed for tho
service will nll the places of commissioner,
chief astronomers and surveyors. Thero
are six assistants {o the latter, besidesa
surgeon and quartermaster, The rest of
the expedition consists of six men at §75
permenth, twenty-six men at $45 per month,
four cooks at $50 per montb, twelve team-
sters at $15, cight messmen at $45, eighty
pack mules, or twelve waggons and filty six
mules, Tho parly isiobe supplied with
subsistence by the Government at the rate
of fifty cents per day.
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RicuxoNp, Ont.—Licut. John Rlelly, $2

Kerrer.~Francls Wrigley, Sl

LAWRENCEVILLE, Que.—~Capt. Wm, D.Jawrenrs,
S

RicuxoNn, Quoe—~Canpt. E. B. Prendergasty $).



