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CORRESPONDENCE.

To the Editor of Toe VOLUNTEER REVIEW. ‘

Srr.—1I notice in your last issue another
letter from *“Cadet,”’ in which he calls me
and your corrospondent ‘ Dragoon’’ nar-
row-minded in our interpretation of his

letter.

In his first letter he proposes to establish
$0 many * Military Schools *’—this term has
become synonymous with ‘‘Infantry Schools'’
—the others being distinctively called Cav
alry and Artillery Schools. It was quite
natural that T should think an infantry
officer would be appointed Adjutant of an
Infantry School, for I never for a moment
supposed that a Cavalry ofticer would be
placed in charge.

Independently of that, however, I was re-
ferring more particularly to a part of his
first latter where he says: ¢ 3rd. The School
to be under the superintendence of, and all
certificates granted by, the Deputy Adjutant
General of the District.’” I take it for
granted these officers would not award cer-
tificates until they had previously examined
the candidates. * * - oot
Now here would be an lnfantry officer ex-
amining Cavalry'men, exactly what I com-
plain of. I pertectly agree with ‘ Cadet ™’
that the offices that he proposes should be
filled with deverving Volunteer Qfficers, but
I must say if we are going to have a school
let it be a Cavalry school or none at all,

. Yours, &ec., TROOPBR.
25th March, 1869.
MILITARY SCHOOLS,

To the Editor of THE VoLUNTEER Ruvimw,

Sin,—I am encouraged, by the favorable
reception of my scheme for the re-establish-
ment of Military Schools, as laid down in
the Revikw of the 8th February last, tojelabo-
rate somewhat the crude ideas therein con-
tained. I trust that I shall not he deemed
presumptuous in so doing, as [ am fuliy
aware that material improvements may be
suggested ; but I am desirous of eliciting
from your esteemed correspondents such
hints and suggestions as will make the
gcheme worthy of consideration at head-
quarters. : v i ‘

‘I'he principles laid down in my letter of
the 8th ultimo were:

Ist. Permanent Military Schools for-the
Dominion. '

2nd. Permanent staff for these schools.
3rd. Residence of cadets in barracks dur-
ing course of instruction.

"The number of schools required is a ques-
tion for future consideration, but taking the
basis. of one school for each Province, I

~ should ‘figure the cost as follows :—It will
be seen that ‘the figures differ some-
what from the rough calculation formerly
made, but the reason will explain itself, in
the different manner in which I have made
the the subjoined estimate :— )

pages for barrack damages and unfair usage

! squad incurring such charges.

1 Superiniendent of Schools. ,$1,200 00
Staftf for Four Provincial
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Schools............ «--- 10,000 00
Cost of Fuel and Light

for do...:. .. e 2,000
Clothing........- .. 4,000

Practice Ammunition
(including artillery.. 2,000

Stationery, postage, etc. 800

' T —— 8,800 00

Gratuity on 600 certificates
at $50 each...... ........ 30,000 00
£50,000 00

Wear and tear of barracks,
furniture, bedding, ete... 1,000 00

Repairs of arms, stores,
tackle, ete.............. 1,000 00

To this add, if required.. 52,000 00
Expenses of Riding Schools,

grooms, etc......... $2,000
Forage 48 horses, shoe-

ing, medicine, etc... 6,000
T e 8,000 00

$60,000 00

"The first cost of establishing these schools,
in providing barrack accommodation, fur-
niture and utensils, bedding, arms and
stores for the different schools. with the
current expenditure, would probably absorb
the present grant ($120,000) for the first
year, but after the first expense nothing
more would be required but the little re-
pairs necessary, and which are provided for
in the annua! estimate of $52.000.

I should propose the following scheme of
interior -economy in the schools for the
maintenance of discipline, and routine :—

The Adjutant to act as commanding
officer.

‘The Senior Instructor as Sergeant Major.

The Junior Instructor as Quartermaster
Sergeant.

The Cavalry and Artillery Instructors in
charge of stores and magazine.

The ordinary routine of barrack duty
should be performed according to the rou-
tine of the Regular Service, except fatigues,
pioneers’ duties, or sentries.

On entering the school the cadets shall be
told off into squads of ten, of which the
senjor cadet shall be the non-com. officer in

charge. Cavalry and Artillery cadets to
form separate squads. The senior cadet
shall be respousible for the discipline of his
squad. For each squad shall be provided
an orderly man to perform fatigues, and to

.cook. The orderly shall be paid from the

mess fund.

Mess stoppages not to exceed -40c per
diem—shall be charged against esich cadet
during residence, and deducted from the
amount of gratuity. Qutof this' amhount all
charges for rations, orderly men, and wash-
ing, bedding, etc., is t0 be defrayed. Ntop-

shall also be charged against the man or

Contracts for the supply of rationg shall
be entered into. These rations shall be in-
spected daily by the Commanding Officer,
and issued to the orderly men by the Quar:
termaster Sergeant; who will charge the
amount against the mess. ' 'Any addition to
the fare of the mess may be provided by
subscription among the cadets of' the squad
desiring such addition. o .

The Superintendent of Military Schools
being answerable that.a similar standard of
education and examination is observed in
the several schools, it would ill - become me
to lay down rules for his guidance; but:
1 feel sure the e¢xperience of passed

cadets will bear me out in saying that much
of the interior economy now taughtin the

s

volunteer:

Military Schools is useless to the Wy
It matters very litile to volunteer® .V;ow
drummers get an extra penny a day, OF diers
often great coats are issued to sol ie;lt
of the regular army,—if they know suffic ary
of the routine of duty that it is neces?.‘cp'
for them to carry out on ectual Sf‘r“ro.
Much of the time "thus wasted could be pres
fitably employed in other ways, and lectU on
by the Adjutant should bear more Uﬁcd
such duties as volunteers might be &
upon to fulfil, than the technical subie
referred to. pd
The mornings being devoted to squad T‘on
company, and the afternoons to battﬂ“ s
drill—the ropes being held by the cat®
themselves—n course of cight weeks sh'jlll
fully enable i cadet to pass the requit®
examination for a Necond Class Cert‘-f}c'{‘f*i"’
but those who il not obtain a certifict”

| under the nentioned time should not b

allowed to enter for a First Class Certifl
cate. . ten fOr
The course of study I should advise ™™
the different schools would be as follows
INFANTRY SCHOOL. ”
Ist. Squads, company, and buttalion d”ei
2nd. The manual, platoon, and bayo?
exercises. el
3rd. Light infantry, guards, and plcqﬂ.om
4th. Preliminary musketry instructiol
including target practice. . .
5th. Iuterigr eﬁ:onomy, and daily routi?®
of duty. ot
6th. Militia Act and Regulations resp®
ing the Militia. . . | the
This course differs very slightly from o
one already prescribed for the Infan®~
Schools : but the practical lessons in lci‘by
rior economy and routina beingacquire ald
actual performance of the duties, WO the
impress them on the mind far more tha? 0.
study of the Queen’s Regulations could
CAVALRY SCHOOL. _
Though it would be desirable, doubtles®;
that a riding school should {form a pﬁ.l‘lm3
the establishment, T consider 1t by no me.ﬂn”
sine qua non in the formation of a sufﬁclteh
school for cavalry. Considering t]mtl 056
nperations of moderu cavalry are more t le‘i
of mounted infantry, and that the hot® ot
only to be used as a means of tmnsl‘q‘
from one place to another in a shorter s1°
of time than the same distance could b_‘e.m,y
complished on foot; it is only .neccjb ¢
that 2 mounted soldier should be able o
retain his seat, and not that the l‘F‘Su‘mL 1d
and precision of the oxvalry position sh° e
be uniformly-preserved. 1t must D00 .¢
membered also that in the volunteer 1%,
school the rider, and not the horse ‘f‘-l 10
structed,  How far this would be useltt
a Canadian cavalry man mounted on A1 =y
trained horse, remains to be provec ’/o ald
were I in his place I fear amy feet W and
soon find their way home in the stirrul® of
that 1 should prefer the faniiliar «af¢ yhe
the. hunting seat, to the olegance © o
proper position. While taking this m nd
howaver, [ should by all means recom’
that trained horses be procured for ‘;mary
the cavalry schools, and that the 0f¢ L
riding school drill form a part of L0€ “.pe,
culum. But supposing it' to be imnpos? pre’
I think that a course of instruction, & off
cing the following heads, would £i7¢ © e
cient occupation for the eight weeks coa eci
and that a proficient in the exercises I atod
would deserve a certificate as a uMo'ur‘
Tnfantry,” if not as a * Cavalry’’ soldiel- .
Ist. Sword exercise, with sinbleS“ck P
tice. -
2ud. Carbine drill, with Lall practi® o,
3rd. Practice of field movements 9
including skirmishing.



