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*We pnstç on, hcever, now to consider our titird point, viz., The sources of
weakness (if such tthere are) in Congrogationalient or Indepetidency. It ie Morne-
tinies a charge brought againet us, that there ie a weakness attachedl to our pria.
ciples which provent their permanence and increae ; and there may ho cases or
districts where possibly the charge niay seem to ho established. From wihat we
have advanced concerning the8e Provinces, it u'iay appear to many thact there are
evidences of weakneee liero, if they are flot to bo found elsewherc. Thougi
doubtiese elsewhere there nMay be similar facte, traceable to like causes. C

If, however, there iny a., pear to bo nny sources of weakness in Cengrega.
tionalism, they are flot to bc foîînd in the princiles themselves. For "lour pria.
ciples,'" says the Itev. Thomas Binney, "h lave a history, and oae not at ai mean
in its cliaracter or resuit. Titey may be traced, some of thenm, through various
stages of growth, devolopmeat, appreliension, utterance, for nîany generationR,
always in spiie %of the ioeaknesqs and errer of their advocatcs, doing a work and
leaving resuit in the thinkinge of the community boyond the ephere wiithia
,whichgthcy were themeselves aceepted or professed-(yes) over and above what
they effected there. It niight not, perbape, be owned et the time-it M'ay be
dei tied noie; or te accidentai evils that always attend the advent and appearance
of ,rent thoughts in the world, or their perversion or corruption by die half dis.
cip ed or uufaithful; t7tee tltings rnay ho reaiembered, insisted upon as the soie
resîits ; and stigmatised as the naturai produets of what was initerently bad in
priiteiplo.> Il Vith those Whto thus speak (ho continues9), we are not disposed
te airgue, nor careful te answeî' tliem in titis matter.> Yet, whulo with our much
Peiteen'ed sud talented brother, -we would not argue with those, wlo nialign our
principles, because tliey cannot understand them ; as regards ourselves, if titere
ho -weaknesses"I and "lerrors" manifested by the prof'essed advecates of our
prineiples, or Ilaccidentai evils" witicl may an.d do attend their advent, or per.
versioiis or corruptio?.s of thoso priacipies by thce half disciplcul or efatfiti
becomes us te review our position, and look wtith circuinspection te our conduci
for te future.

IL may bo that ecd cf theso, to a groator or lese extent, lias proved a source of
weakness te us as a body, in tîtese provinces, and ail cf them May possibly be
sutnmed up as a want cf that Ildeep and intelligent piety," referred te in tLbe
fermer part cf thie address. Yesl1 Beloved Brethron, if thoro has been the man-
ifestation cf apparent weakness in the working cf aur Conpregational prineipce,
boe or elsewhere,-this icaat we conceivo wili prove te be its true source.

IL is possible that we and our predecessors in office as ministers cf God's Truti,
înayhveben teo contented with the results cf our labours, if wc have succeeded

in aakeing lioght and suitable enquiry about te state cf the seul, leadin-
thoe Who were its subjeets te, seek earnestly, diligently, and perseveringiy l'or
etornal lue. This indeed is the firsi great nieLLer cf our mission, without wiieh
resuit, ail car other offerts were vain and worthless.-But this is net ail we liae
te acconiplish: thougli this fremn the history cf our once called "New-Liht
Churches," seenis te have been for Lite n'ist part, ail that lias been attempted by
their loaders-excitement in religicus duties and exorcises, bats been desired and
laboured for, raLlier than qrowLt in the knowledge cf all Truth, and te conequent
dovelopruent cf iLs fruit, iii the life and character. Net that we wiould in an!
way undervalue zeal or earnestness in religion, or any of iLs dîtties ; or stifle il

epresion of warmth f feeling. Any ee who wili read the life f the late Re.
11lenry ilim, (though a meet werthy and useful man,) and review the cliaracter
of htie labours and lis ce-asseciates, tracing te history cf our body a.8 far as priec
ticable since their day te tho present time, wili bo led I think te, sitaihir conclu-
sions. The conseçpcence cf ail tbis, lias been, that a love cf re!igious excitement
lias heen foetered - with many tht- conclusion lias heen arriv'ed at, thit
Religion cannot exist or spread without iL. A species of indifferentism as to
correct views cf doctrine and churcli order, has been aIse encouraged. A want ef
deference Le the Leachinge cf Lthe inspircd volume lias heen yielded Le, even geing


