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to use its own. Vanitv and folly and pride b have a spiritual overseer, whose support
pass by on the other side, white hypocrisy in should bl( provided out of the funds o the.
sober garb keeps its eyes steadily on the State. lie never conteiplalted that the unt-
ground. Selfishness and unconcern, blind and her should be stationarV, luit that it should
deaf, pour along the main road, turning not increase witht the popmlation of the countrv.
tu the right or the left, but straight on in ilae it done so, Scotland vould now have
quest of self or peif. 3000 parish ministers instead of a little over

We are told that there are probably a mil- a third of that numaber. It is trune that in
lion of peuple in London living in deus, or caulo the nsumber of ministers is searcelv
tenements which scarcely deserve a better if at all, below the required linit. But the'r
iame. That si vast proportion of this im- are badlv distributed. The sturdv i eformier
muense mass of humnamitv live un one knsows does not apnear to have contemxplated iat
low, in the midst of squalor, filth and wretch- his cliitdren 'vould quarrel a:nong themselves,
ediness, and that thousa:nds of tradesinen and and split off into rival and hostile sects, uf.en
artizanîs who earis respectable wages are jealous of and sonetises sadly abusing eatch
searcely superior to them in point of comnfort, other. It certainfly iever entered into the
and on a level with them in point of religious good nan's calcuiations chat in a parilsh of
training or religious knowledge. The same 800 or 000 souls there wôuld bu the time.ho-
melancholy truth holds goud with regard to nored parish Church, and as near it as pos-
other large cities. In al or almost all there sible the aggressive Free Kirk-doing all in
is but a small percentage of habitual church- its power to thin its pews, aud again vithin
goers, many who very seldos enter any place easy lailing distuncie the douce U. '. scran-
of religious worship, and very iany who have bling to miake sup a flock, and it snav he two
iever entered a churct or heard.the voice of or three smaller sects, all watchful and jeal-
a minister in their lives. Recent statistics ous of eaci othser with but little ii common,
tell us that this melanchioly group is rapidfly but that of regarding the Parish Churcly as a
i:creasing, especially in our inanufacturing comnmon enemy and commuon prey. Now how
cities. Iow are these practical heathens in mych libetter wuuld it have beei, could the
the eery heart of a Christian land to ie re- division have been continued on geographical
claimed, or is it. possible to reclaii thei? principles, tu every pastor his given thousand
The problem is dark and difficult, and iangus to feed and nourish with the bread of life?
over:Great Britain, ut once a reproach and Then such a city as Glasgown would have had
megace to that great Christian land. Tinie 400 clergym-ei instead of abont 150, ani
wvas, in«free and merry Englatid, when it was there would have beein at least a chance tf
considered not only a disgrace but a crime tu preventing the iolesale heathenisni imiio
be absent frot the parish church, when the which nany thsoussnds in every large city
idler or recusant was firat rebuked, and if has fallen. It is iseedless hiowevr to lament
that was ineffectual, then fined or put hi the over the past, the dutv of the Christino
stocks, or sent to prison and fed on bread church, iy wsit ever naine it nay lie callei
and .water. Good old Queen less carried is very evident. They mnust try and a1gree to
out-this plan with tolerable firmness and suc- work togetfier in endeavoring to inake some
cess-and lier successors tried to conàtiniiue it, imp'ression upon the sea of vice und ignuor-
but it was a sad and deserved failure. Char- ance ihicli runs riot in -verv cnsuiiderabsle
les went the lengthi of cutting off ears and townvi in the emapire-or it canitot fail in the
slitting ioses,-and ended by losing his crown end to cat into our greatness and effect our
-nd head. Every body is now satisfied that moral overthrow. First of all the State is
people cannot be made religious or church- able to educate and ought to educ.ate every
guers by act of parliament, and yer. we can- child bcarn upbon Uis soil. It c;ui direct that
iot believe it altogether hopbeless to. b:irg edw:-aution su that the rising generation may
the Gospel within reach of the pso.r qna he traiied to habits of thrift anid cleanliness,
needy, or to induce them to listen to it wien and learn.tike great principles of morality,
it is brought. Then how may it be done ? and the suiblimàe truths of religion taught and
liere tha.whole difficulty lies, and it wpuld be acknowledged hI- all'branches of the Chris-
much easier to show and prove now it cannot tian Church. .u spite of everything there
he done thain haow it cai. Individual and would be a vast outlfisg .wilderie.s of vier.
eystemiatic philanthropy lias done and is doing not to he wvholly or even -partially reclaimed,
msuch-but ctu never cope with the giant evil. bit habits of in'dustry, of cleanliess, a knw-
The Voluitarv system cannot do it, or it ledge of sometiing beyosd the four walls'of
would have done so long ago. Ought the î their humble cottage would be a good pre-
State then to step lin and try what it canI do. paratinît for the reception of ieligious trath
At the verv thoughat a hunýdred rival sects i b many a poor weary soul. We have not
rise up bri'tling with indignation snd thun- sliace to pursue the subject, but it is full of
der.--No. And yet, such was unidoubtedly interest and me will probably returu to i.
the great idea of'John Knox at the period of
the lieformation. for the godly upbrnging of î
the people of Scotland. lis plan was that
evc#y 1000 people or 204 families should :


