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tar be deait with, only as tulerated associa- | by pleading that the Free Church in Scotlang
“tigny.  The law does nnt recognise - spiritu-  has no corporate or associate existence as a
-8l sentences."” Bu‘l this 18 not nll, .lue Free qul‘lt-cl‘ne unity ; and, as ,:ucb. cannot l‘herc-
'thurch e} l;()ll ony lmluued w uwlt.h;t;ensm;.s . :)uu- either suc or b am-dr in |‘m~del Courtw
of amere tolerated copaitnery, linhle (¢ be ) by any representatives, for it does not ug-
corrected by the Law Gourts, wnenever by | knowiedge that she has any n.'pr('aer!t:ni.\'ok'..
‘breach of contract or any otner dlegal pro- | butelligent Yoluntaries of other denominations
ceveding, it violutes the law of the Jand, but| will be lonth to accept this last conclusion as
«the -Free Cm;rch has given un;lhy her mlvn applieable l;) thew, ‘Though many Volunta.
‘pleadings, all stuls us a collective body. | ries sympathised with the Free Church in
Fl‘:ril'co:.n;wl plead, in open Courr, that u‘:/e early .Sllli);t‘ﬁ of the Cavdross Cas‘;. lhe; did‘ ]t::
»‘J;‘ree gIn;,rch could u':»t be ral“}[]lil‘ any (t“(m(;.'. at the u‘z_pleus:: of l'n(;.*ir own ){ri'uciplels. Con-
“that she hag, as such, no Jegal loens stendi, | 1stent Voluutaries do not wish to be recoge
~u&ither ?;yg(irk IS!';ssimtn’. I’res;nytur) . S':l nu%ur i nizedtby law in any cagnfit)' ;lm? xln tolerated
Rpeneral- Assemoly, und on thuy gl’()b" s MCe Copartneries assogate or lawiu pllrpoees,
<Millan was forced to proceed against her of-| We are aure they would not, even if they
+fee-hearers and uuthorities as individuals, | could, extrude themselves from the jurisdic-
+]f, then, -she cannot plead by representatives | tion of the Courts of the Civil Law. “So long
sin-defence of. an actiyn laid against ker as a | as they oct in accordance with the law of the
seorporate bady, she evidently cannot pursue | land--so long as, in their individual and
vas ﬂ;‘lvlmcnciatinn.b ]Not (Jurl‘y, ;lr;refur.e,' h.l.; collecti\e]cxllpnlci;if-q], they maintain their con.
-the-Free Church abidicated her lofiy.spisitual | tracts and deal fairly h_\' each other, there can
:tank;-but she also has abandoned her position | by no question of legal interference withi them.
-8 & collective assuciation, and lowered herself | It is only when they claim to assume fune-
to the rank of a congeries of individuals, that | tions w hx‘c}‘ invalve eivil ix.»juslice, and pursue
-eannot collectively either sue or he sue‘lphe- afctim-se va}gurmua to the eivil interests of any
fore-any Civil Court.  ‘Thatis tosay, the Free | of their oftice-bearers or wmembers, that there
Chureh-has no position or standing in the eye | is room for an appeal to the Civil Courts.
‘of the law of the land, either as @ Church | We are fully persusded that the really intel-
! . : . & )
oras a corporation.  Sne is reduced to thy, ligent Voluntaries of Scotland and of other
sadow of a shade, and has, by her pleadivgs | lands, even of Nova Seutia, would regret fo
of ¢ unsel, put herself in a worse position, | see any change in this state of matters, and
than we at the first supposed could be pus. would have strong obhjections to follow the
sible for anv voluntary association to be ptac- | example of the Free Church in abandoning
#d in. We cannot hazard an opinion what | her assoeinte and cerpora‘e charicter when
would be- the course, supposing MceMillan | she is forced fuce to face with the Law Coutts
still -persisted in keeping possession of the | of the land,
:Free- Manse property of Cardross, the Free Musquod.boit, February, 1864.
»Church- -would pursue, In what capacity
would~she atdress the Civil Court, wherein
- the question of possession was to be adjudi- ! Angels.
- eated, - since ske has ahandoned her position | —
-3s an association ? It is now clear that the { Pernars there is not & more glorious facs,
Manse property of Cardross does not belong | to the mind of a Christian, than that angels
“to any select number of individual members, are continuilly surrounding him. "On every
-and office-beavers of the Free Churgh, fur her | hand, at all times and seasons, sleeping and
-Counset proctaimed in Court that she could , waking, they are constantly his attendants.
not be represented even by her C:emfrul As- | In his battle against the world, the fiesh and
;embl.‘..] ‘Though this point is l:lot, llke!g_ t(; ?lm de“l'i his guardian angeis co-operate with
e tried, but, were it to be tested in a Civil him. They fan the mouldering flame of
Court, it might place the Free Churchi o an | courage and resolution.  They urge him on
-awkward position in her now new character. | to deeds of valour in the good cause.  Ap-
- On the whote, we tnink that the Free, pointed by the Almighty to execute his de-
-Church -have hLttie 1easun o boast as the . mands, they fly with the speed of lightning
-winner in the Cardross Case. She has gain- to achieve his designs. What e glorious
ed-a victory because she was powerful in her, truth!  How fraught with delight to the per-
_,u,a(xin:;vs of war” for a long legal c.unpaig.l{n i , seyering Christian sou} '—that amid his trials
-and MeMllan is Nil, not, by any means, be-  and temptations, not alone is man’s Heavenly
cause-his clams 1 Court were groundless ; | Father the witness, but “ thousands of angels”
«quite.the reverse. - The Free Church can no  fired with zeal for the extension of their Mas-

.

longer make capital of the spiritual nature of  ter’s kingdom.

their-ecclesiastical Courts and sentences, as,  If, on the one hand, it is a source of delight
they, have beeu winners of their case by the  to the Christian, it is, on the other, a source
sbandonment of that lofty position, and sub- , of dismuy and trepidation to the worker of
witting the procedure and sentences of their | iniquity. Must his every action, guilty as it
Courts to the ordinary Courts of Law. In | i, be noted? Must! " devilish machinatiods
#eort, tuey-have mude a guust of their Charch | be reported to the ears of his Judge by an



