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,A Viéit to Dahomey. vious ta the dismnissal or the death of the for-
mer. It is the same wvith the gar.eralship of

TIsE Abbhe ]3arghero, Superior of the Dah. the amazone. The oll commander, whose
omey Mission of the Church of Rome, gives thoroughly military appearance reminda one
an account of a rectnt visit to the court of cf our own veterans, made a short but imc-
Dahomey. We extract a fetv passages, des- pressive speech te the a8semhly, on the du-
cri ntive cf scenea which he witneiiied. The ties of the female troope, which have beens

fom ing ie a view cf a grand military dis- more than once the safeguard of the throne.
play, lus whicli the ' Amazonse took a promi- After the harangue, ahe addresstd some flat-
tient part: tering remarks te me, and then retired. By

' The king gave the signal for attack, and hier aide waa the young general, who is. ai.
the.flrst part of the performance hegan. The ready in command of the aria>, and, in fact,
Lntire army examined the position cf the led the action duriîîg the day. Shie is a wo-
towt they were »hout tu, besiege ; they ad- mans about t1sirty years cf age. lier striking
vanced, creeping on. the-;r hands and kets, figure snd the quicknesa of bier movenients
un as net te he perceived hy the enemy, their înighit cause ber te be taken for oue cf Vir-
asrme lowered, and preaervirg a rigourous ai-. gil'a huntresses, ail the more for the colour
letre. i cf lier face, wvhich conceals beneath a dec!>

'lIn the gecond part cf the performance, black the outine cf Eoropean featores. As-
our amazone advanced with head erect. 0f 1 soming an easy and dignified attitude, vith-
tie three thoosand women, two hundred, in- e ut, lîowever, *an%- tinge cf affectation, she
otcand cf carrying guns, were supplied wvitb ste;îped into the 'semicircle left vacant lie-
grreat codlasses like razors, wlelded with beth tween. the king's hut and the ranks, cf ber
hiands, a single blow oi which is suflicient te milîtary cempanieus, sud addressing- lerself
eo-t a mats in two; these were sheatbed at the directly !e me, ofiered her congratulations on
time. my arrivai, and went on speakiug for more

'In the third act ail were ast their post than bialf an hour. She chose for the subjeécs
reaciy for the figlit, with arma ahouldered and cf her disceurse the excellence cf the -«ile
couthsses drawu. Defling hefore the king, soldiers and the valeur cf the Dabomean fe-
some cf the troopa ivished te give himi spe- male warriors, the good relations tist ou-lit
ciai assurance of devotion and promises of te subsist betweetn nations eqoafly distîn-
succeas. At last they %vere all massed iu guished lor their bravery, and who are rich
hattle array, drawn up before the point cf' enough in glory te cevet ne otiier cenqueste
attack. T'le king arose, placed hiniself ut but socli as sprling front motual friendship.-
the hend cf the column, harangued the war- In hringing the harangue te a conclusion, shie
riors, inflani.d tîcir courage, and at a given proc!ainied me grand cabecere of lier troaps,
miignal they threwv themselves wiîhi indescrilb- andi sent me the haton cf connanid ainidst
.Mîle fury on the rnound of thorns, feui back the vociferous applause of the uriuv. The
lu, if rcpuiaed by the cnemy, and returned baton is about two feet long, teî-nlitînifg in
titres times tu de charge, effecting aIl these the figure cf a shark, signif)ying that als that
xi-nuîvres with incredible precipitatien.- flh destroys men, se likewise du these fe-
'rhey iaprang upoîi.thei thorni-covered rampurt, male warriors in batile.
with the ease and ngility cf a stage dancer, &'Wlieiî tlîe erolutians aud harangues had
anîd croslied -beneath ilieîr naked feet the camne w an end, the women repaived te the
shiarp points cf the cactus. pal'ace, ilheir legsr ail torii and blee4ling, eacla

'On1 the first assault, when the îo.st val- carrving a bundle of thortîs. Tise must dis-
iant liad already gained the suimmit <of the îin"iished among tiesur had the tharus roundà
hajuse, as female soldier, whe was at eue end theïr hiead in the form cf a erownl, and twined
,f it, fell ini tie ground fromt a lieight of five about their %vaist like a girdie. After tliese
ietres;. Sise ditilocatedl lier ai-ai, and s:it cust omary ceremonies, they retired te rid
lonii clespuudingly ; UIl otiter allia2ons were 'themselves cf tiîeir tb orny trapliies.'

%tîivitig ii) excite fier couiage, mwîîeui tic king Me thuidsrbsterd ante.t
1 inexiî.ceeily came ui, lookcd at lier, and i cu ecie h uemntes
auttered au expression cf indignatioin, wbere- 1',Same lays after this grand military dis-
mîpenxlue jumped up as if clectrifled, went play, the king bad me sumuioued once more
-lroiglî tnhe manoeuvres once more, and dis- te assist at a sort cf academic assembly. Oise
aiuiguislied herseif se much as te carry off the cf the court peets had composed by heart
first lîrize. It is impossible to describe the (the Daliemese are ignorant et the art cf
wlîole scene. A scormn that raged nt tie writing) a long epic poem, ini celebration cf
timie, and the lurid aspect cf the heavens oh- the exploits cf the reigningsevereýign snd hit
scured by a thuuder-cloud, gave a stili more father king Chezo. Ten chantera had learit-
aniniated and somewliat ideal effeet to the ed it accordirîg as the poet composed it, and
wlîolc spectacle. they knew tbeir part so well, that during the

'In D)ahomey, the principal posta are oc- three heurs they vere declaiming they went
rupied simultaneoualy by tire individoals: ou in perfect accord. These performers wore

tue uuI rnce wholu possession, uu u long robes, and were covered iii front with
successnr, who serves a sort cf riovitiate pre-, the akins cf wild animales; tbey held in their


