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himself a " Northcountryman "-that England is not an i3land
(for, as our geographies teach us, it is bounded on the north by
Scotland), and that ber caxmy neighliour, thouf,h far more remote
geograpbicaily from the continent, did "receivu," the civil law
(20 Juiidical Review, p. 178).

In truth, English law is not wbolly a plant of indigenous
grourth. Tboughi in the main it is true t.hat our law and that of
England upon wbieh it is based has a methcd and a spirit peculiar
to itself and in many of its institutions and dloctrines shows littie
of foreignl influence, il is also truc that at hardly any period of
its historv bias it been wbolly independcnt of such influence.
. The history of English law really begins with a foreign and
flomanized influence, the work of the Norman kings. The Saxon
laws and ciAstoms, the importance of which it was formeriy so
much the fashioii to exaggcrate, had, modemn scholars teli us,
comparativelv little influencc on our institutions. Even the jury,
which the olIer popular English historians were f ond of tracing
to a Saxon original, b.as been proved to be a Frankisht invention,
not unmodificd by contact wvitb Rome. Its source w-as im Norman
clespotism, riot in Saxon liberty (l Pollock & M. History of English
J-aw, 2nd ed., p. 142). Our greatest legal historian declares tbat
the most important date in English legal history is not 1066, tbe
year of the Conquest, but 1166, the probable date of the intro-
dluction of the writ of nlove1 disseisin. And that writ, as Pro-
fessor Vinogradoif lias said, is but '»'a secular variation of the
canonistic action of spoliation (adjio spolii), anti this again bias
evidently sprung f, om the Bioman interdict unde vi " (Vinogradoif,
Iloman Law in Medioeval Europe, p. 86). Sir Fredvrick Pollork,
in bis "Genius of the Commion Law," points out that the men
who inake Iaw are not "mere inen in the crowd; tbhey rather
belong to the educated class wbho mnediate between tbe leaders
of thougit, and the geineraL pub)lic opinion that sooner or later
follows tbem" (Pollock, Common Law, 1p. 95). If we remember
that practîcally ail the edlucated class, that I)ractically ail the
leaders of tbougbt in the days wvben the f'oundations of the Eng-iish
Iawv werc laid, were ceclesiasties, trained to som extent at least


