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April 30. WISDOMýIS WRIG

Meuîîouy vs. 20-23. catecitisuit Q. 57.

Soiomon's great îvisdoni %vas a special gift, in
,mswer to prayet-, but lie iiust have becs. Wise to
ask sueh a gift. Gatheriînq trouud lis a body
of Wvise mnen, iînseîf the %wîsebt of thein ail, tlîey
studied ail subject4 anti fornied a briglit centie
of learning and wisdoin which autracted mn
from ail nations, 1 iKIi. IV ,33, M1.

Soionton's sehiool of learning exist.ed five cen-
turies before tewise mnî of Greece iived and
taughit, and it lu probable that inucli of tiie
wvisdoîn of the latter wvas due to tîtis source, j ust
as Soloinon, w~hile excelling iii wisdona ail te
meni that ever lived, nmo doubt mnade use of tue
gathercd wisdomi of previous ages.

0f biis wise Sayings Oit al subjectu three tbou-
-sand were noted. Of thîese, a, fewN, bearing upont
moral and religious subiectu liave conte dowîî to
us in tîte iord of God.

The B3ook is called "Solomoin's," because its
contents are clîieliy bis sayiîigs, though par-t of
iL is due to otliers, the last two chapterIz, for
example, are the prayers of Agar and Leîîîuel.
Portions of it wvere garlîered and arranged in the
days of Jiezekiali, Chiap. 25 : 1. but tue niain part
of iL lu of Soloîîîoî, hience the naine.

IThe book of Proverbs lu te bc-lt statcîtiau's
utaîtual, that wvas ecver wvritten. An adhiercîtce to
the political economy and spirit of that collection,
of Wvise sayiiîgs îvouid do more te root out, f roi
a people the causes ef extravagance, debasexiet
and ruin, tlîan ail tlîe conitributionts to 'politicai
ecoiioîny,' of aIl the great ivriters oui tat sub-

"The flrst nine chaptersi-epresent a continnous,
grand discourue, whliclî, after te introduction it
Mite first six verses, is îîttroduced by Cie text,
"The fear of te Lord is te beginning of wis-
domi." Titis is iutdeed te titeine of tite îvhole
book, sboîvittg that nlo wisdonîi or morality Nv-iicit
has miot iLs root, as iLs soturce, iLs spring, lu titis,
is not %vortî te itame. "The wvisdoni of this
world iu foolishîtesu %vith God "

I. WVisdoin Calling, vs. 20 23.-Tîte place of iL;
vs. 20-21, lu the place of pubie concourse: -,vher-
ever men dIo gatiter, Lucre, if they lhave but eam-s
to lcaraii arouîîdtbeir oîr experience and obser-
vations, speak to thent of wvîat is %vise.

2. The substance of it, vs. 23, 23.-Three classes
are addressed, v. 22, au it the first Psaim. Tieit
coînes te pt-omise, v. 2:3, God's spirit caitîot be
received unless Lucre is a Lu, Jn g fronti sin.

Il. Wisdom Rcjlected, v. 2-1, 25.-Show some
of the ways it wbich titis is dozie.

III. The Gonsequenees, vs. 24, 24.-Mock, God
does not mock, but, jut as te vealcncss of te
body, te fruit of hîisown doingu, mocks te vain
pray er of te debanchee for heaith, so man finds
in the miser y of sin tue toeket-y of Lime choice lie
made. Stati -not ftnr 2eMe oftes lonmg for
lost opportun ities, but tiucy cannot return. L'al
f?-zit-"Wiatsoever a mn-a sowetî tat shail he
aiso reap, v. 33, The way of peace.

1. " God ]caves none without calis and %warn-
ings.",

2. "There lu a too haLe. If te fariner neget
the spring Litute the year is lost Lo hlmi =eo
rerovery." So Lucre is a spring tinte of! oppor-
tunity for man.

3. Tîtose who Lurn away froîn God destî-oy
their own souis.

4. Those wito hearkeit to, bis cails sitail bu
quiet fron te fear of evii."

May 7. TUE VALUE OF WISDOMN.
1Prov. :3: 11.24. Golden Text, Pro,. 3: 5.

Cîtteclîjuni Q. 58.
Il Tiîe second chapter of this 1wontlerfui tboolz

treats iurther of te excellency --) tviblotil, o.x-
horts the student to seek -ifter lier,' and -- arns

gait.a conmmon. and deadly sin. The tlid
chacre shows te ricli rewvard of Iistening tw
tevoice of wvisdoîn.
1. A caution, v.s. 11, 12. Before setting forth)

the value of wisdoin and the blessedniess of tiiose
wiho, ciîoose, lier, the Wise nian gives a word oi
Caution to, slhow tliat even wisdora (tocs not free.
froîn life'sills. Thtis lu tHie great l)robl'ni taugbit
by the Boo0k of Job, titat evenl the gocd tare Bill
ject to God's corrections aînd chastisemients, ami
yot ail ini love and foir their own good." 3,oti
sendu us to lus sehool because fIe loves us to(
nîuch itot too teach these lessons. Foolish par
ents ean endure any pain for thieir (ieSlot, chil,
cxcept te pain of resisting and instrueting lini.
And, accordin'ly t bey have Ismeiest

perience te uliare and aniguish of tlîeir cliii-
(lren's. curses ; like Llîat Cartbaginian nmother, of
whoni it is reiated that lier son, a coîîvictecd
criiitiai, passingto exeenflon, requested that lie
miiglit wiisper sontethiîîg to lier, and, coining
itear, bit ofl* lier car, saying thiat iLtva his re-
venge fur baving brouglit Ilim UP s0 badiy."

Il. The value of wil;dom, vs. 13.15.
1Iappy-No nmatter under wlbat cireumstanrcs.
illirclîaiidizc-It can do for one -nvhat golda~nd

silvercannot do. E very gain in iL is reai, lastiîîg
gaii. Nonie of te t/tinqs-Meýln desire niany
thîniigs, heaith, ivealth, faîne, but none of tlient

canbc ompredto visomnone will do for uts

3. 'ýVisdorn's efflect upon life, vs. 16-18. Leîjfith
of clays-Good habits give hiealtit of body, god
mnorals give peace of niindl, and both tend to pro-
long life. Richtes-Indusiry, honesty, and tie
fear- of God, while Liey inay neither wvin the for
tunes nor the places tha-ýt gras piug ambition -% iii
do, %vili1 on te other haud Izeet as a rule froin
poverty an d wvant. Plctisaentess-Peace witlb
mnt and peace %vith God inalzes a life a pleasat
thigno inatterw~hat its outwarcl circunistances.

Il is by îvalking iii Nisdoin's ways. utot iii
pleasure's ways. thatthe -.vlhole life nîay be traits-
figuretl with a div'ine and lieavenly Io)-." 7'ree
of Ulfe-IL gives the best botit of thielife that niow
lu and of that, which is to corne.

3. The Lord's wisdoin, vs. 19-20.
The fact that iL is God, infinite iu wisdoni and

power %wbIo both gives the charge and sets tiie
exampie of wisdom, mnakes it ai the more uni
perative.

Myî~ Son-Divine and lhumail tenderness lîreatlue
l thie words. Gr-ace--A-s a neekace of jewels is
to the bocly s0 is îvisdom to the character.
SLctiely-Thie Ma', Who kZeeps '"isdloîn", ts a
companion eati neyer stunible. Afî'aid-'eace
by day and sweet sleep by nighit is the reward of
a conscience at peace wviti itseif and îvîth God.

1. IlWe shjouid be submissive and patient uni-
der trials.

2. Religion is more to be desired than ai)y
earthly good.

3. W~itilout it, though we niay be ricli in wcorhl]
Iy goodu, we wilI be found poor at last.

4. We sijould seek titis best of ail possessionis
in the very morning of life.

îï. Ask of Goci, and lie wviil give you lteaveiily
-visdom."

6. WVho.soever wviil, ruîay have this treasure.
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