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tlîey shiolid be exî)encicd. Needless to say, sucli an arbitrary and
irrespoiisilîle systein proinotes tlishiontiev% aîzîong officiais, and is
regarded hv the people wvithi distrust ;for thiev eaui iever he freed
froum the anixiety of hiaving thieir savings extorted froîni tlieu unider
soine pretext or othier.

A third circuinistance, a niegative mie, reinovinig as it (lues the chiief
bulwark against revolition, is thie absence of any strict moral prin-
ciples foiinded on religions5 lelief. For, aftz. -ill, it is religion, and
religion alone, thiat cati control thie illinalses to rceiai;oî ainong the

îîases ie Chinaîinan lias no religbo ii properly so cailedl, and the
gross superstitions tit take its place ar- mrade uise of by iînpc.qters to
iead liini into ail ininer of crimies, Linder die sp)ecionis pretext of
ol)elienlLe tu thie gods.

But the chief source of revolution iii Chiina, as it is ini aniy Country,
is the existence of a greîit iiher of secret societies,' tle offspriug of
puverty, (liscont ent .111d superstition. Tlie Cliniese population is or-
ganiz:ed into immense hrothierlioods liaving tlieir chialleniges and
counitersigils, thecir peculiar superstitionis rites, andI tîmeir secrets, the
viofr-.tioni of wliichi is followed by the îniost sevcre penalties. Tlle trnt-
aiîns of mny113 of thiese societies are rare]y fnilly kniovn, but ail are
revoliutionary iin eharacter. Despite thieir legal concdeixmnationi, thiese
confraterîîities liav'e greatly inultiplied witlini thie last few years.
Sonie of thiein, the l'ai -Lien- Kiao (Brothers of the WVhite Lot-Ls) for
instance, comnt millions of ladlierents ii, every province of China, and
even ini every part of the civiliz,,ed world.

It is iîot difficuit, thierefore, to undfferstandf liow populations so poor
Uit thiev lhave notlungi to lose liv auv chiange -,(lisc-,-tetite(l wîith
tlieir liard lot ex.,asperatedl 1w tîme extortions of iianidarinis, p)refectsk
and vice-roys anîd nienmbers of i-ast and oatli-Ibouxi),' couspiracies,
inay, 111)01 thie secret wvor(l of connarid, rise ttp iiii rebellion ,and
infatue' by thie absnz-c promises of tlieir leaders, kilI, pliunder and
bumi wvittiouit fear or pity.

Even general revointions înav be tis brouglit about. Froii i351 to
mSi&4 w-e find thie Nvhiole of China uipset by ihe revolution of thie Traî-
Ping (Great Race), thie object of whiicl w-as to overthiroN- theTsg
dynasty and re-establishi thle Mïig fainilv iipon the ixuiperial throne.
This revolution dIlieçlu Cinia with blood, and wîas put d. wxn by
arnîied intervention of England and France in iS6o, and only fuîally
cruslied by the victories of Genleral Gordon iii IS64. Since the Tai-
Piiig rehellion, sonie fifty revoîts have takzen place ini different parts of
thie country, and ini everv instanice torrents of hiood were shied before
tliev could lie suppressed. Iii onie of these ottreaks, thiirty thousand
bIoliaiinîedan Clinese ivere siain hy thieir l3nd(hliîst countrynien.


