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NATURAL HISTORY.

REASONING PRACULTIRS OF ANIMALS.

That animalspossessthe faculty of reuson-
ing, and are not solely guidedby mstinct, 13
the opinion of many British, and fureign na-
turalists, numcrous facts corroborative of this
doctrine may be found scattered throughout
their works ; —doubtless a more enlurged
tequaintance with and a stricter attention
to, their habits would stul fnither streugthen

"and coutirm this hypothesis,

‘The sagacity of the beaver, the cunmning
of the fox, the polity of the bee, themdustiy
of the ant, &c. ¢, are so obvious to the
wost supertictul obsctver as to luve become

roverbial ; and umongst the valatile tribes,
instances of toresight and seasuning are often
displayed, wholly unuccountuble on the
principle of mere blind mstinct.  To thus
purpose, up American naturabist { Dr. Steel)
mentjons the sagacity of the swallows fre-
quenting the banhs of the Suratoga, [¢]
" which often aiter the constiuetion of thewr
pests according to circumstances, m oider
to secnre their young from the depredation
of their uatesal enewtes; and annstance of
equal, it not greater, sapacity in tlus tribe
‘qzxgku'd_WnybclL witnessed tn the svuth
of Scotland seveial years ago.  The spring
had been usicommon mld, and the congre-
gution of swallows 1 the viciity of the

- Cheviot was greater than had ever been

observed by the oldest inhabitunt of this
border distnnet.  Numerous flocks of them

| might be scen construcing therr nests un-
% . danecath tle struw-thatched soofs ot the

barns and furmuteads on the Kaleand the
Beaumont. The aucient stragghing man-
gion of Thurlstane scewed in particular to
be cacof their fuvourite resvite ; the walls
were thickly studded with ther nests, and
two were even uttached to the upper cor-
sersof one of the bed-ioom windows, Aa
unusual commotivn amongst this feathered
commuynity one morning attructed the notice
of the fanuly winle seated at breakfast, and

% led to the discovery, that the two nests

within the reach of the bouse-maids broom

§ bad been swept away.

Throughout the early past of the day the

i birds cougregated in great wumbers ona

dilapidated shed in the rexr of the house
and-by their incessant chattering and agita-
tion seemed to be engaged in decp consulta-
tion. = Towards noon, however, the noisy
conclave broke up, when the bereaved pairs
immediately recommenced their labours at
#aengle of the roof furthest from the wsecure

site they had before chosen. The neces-
* dity for despatch wasdoubtless.urgent,as the
breeding schison, was nearat hand; andin
this eniergency thoy werer notief uneided
By theis cowpanions, since-si, sometimes.

eight, wero seen flying backwards and for-
wards, and poising themselves onthe edgeof
the overhanging soof, luaded with materials,
wilnle asmuany us could find room assisted in
the building operations.

Witlout entering on the disputed point
whether the lower order of animals, even
admittng them to be endowed with a certain
portion ot reason, ave, or are not, capable of
transmitting thier individual acquisitions to
their species, it seems at least sufliciently
evident t the above instunce, that the swal-
lows uot ouly commumeated a knowledge
of thesr wants and feelugs to each other,
but profited by the umted experieuce and as-
sistance of their kind,

But, however this may be, I have widely
deviated from my purpose, whichwasmerely
to recount what appenred to me a stnking
sstance of reasoning wthe common sparrow.

The day of the opening of the Loudon
Bridge was a day of jubilee to the flucks of
those fittle famibars 10 the outskists of the
metropolis, owing to the almost total desey-
tion of the streets and squaves by people of
every rank and degree who had hurried to
witness that splendid spectacle.

A few of them from the adjuning garden,
that wsually pick up in_ haste and on the

baint of throv g to them from the break-
fust-table, emboldened by the absence of'all
bustle, alighted feurlessly on the pavement,
and svon devoured their alfowance, except
l a hard crust about thesize cfa wallam,

which resisted thewr united efforts toveduce
1t to fragments.

As 1 stood watching éheir proceedings,
they one by one flew off, with the exception
of a single bird, which continued 1ts eftorts
for some time longer. After 2 while, how-
ever, even its pauience failed, & it hoppedto
the edge ufthe curb-stone, apparently about
to take flight after its compuuions, when
sudd 20ly, #3 if actuated by some new idea,
itreturned, took up the hard-hearted crust in
its bill, aud flying towards the kenuel im-
mersed it in a little puddle of stagnant water,
‘Thus softened, the sagacious hittle creature
brought it back to the pavement,and readily
succeeded 1n picking it to pieces.

FIRST ADVENTURE OF 4 SALZLOR.,
{Concluded)

« T have that evening as fresh in my
memory asyf it were but yesterday. The
sun was just setting, and vur own siver Tyne
looked broader, clearer, fresher,and brighter
in that sunset, that eves it looked before. 1
stood gazing up the nver towards New-
castle,. and ‘thea down upon the water,
‘beautifully wrinkied by the treshbseeze that
played .over it. I thought of my mother,

Wing the cruiwbs ‘that T ai i~ the~daily .

- == ¥
and stood still and strained my &y tgw&iﬁt
the place where she was, and did ot ‘oved
dare to wink, for fear of Josing forah-ifit
stant the dream and the uuset gloty.
felt that my oyes were filling with toars;.
and though E ‘was not going to cry, liko's
lubberly lundsman, yet let themy fill} thut
) might see the pretty colours of therailibd
throngh them. And then, the lzndsgh
grew dim and dimmer, and glancedl and
danced about, andthé Tyne looked so duz-
zling, and rays of light seemed tp shoot. fio
every tlung, as the setting sun gleamed-v
the mast heads round about, wiich had all
been clean washed by ashower aof rain,

¢ How long I stood in this way, 1 know
not, Thesun was setand the sky hadfaded,
when I was roused from my reverie by
hearing two or three voices shouting very
loud. Istarted,—I thought my shipmdtes
were coming back already—and in gréat
terror 1 looked towards the shore. “The

shore, to iny astonishment, was quicl:}?'
receding from my view ! the shout I'beax
was from some keelmen rowing uptheriver,
and the good fellows were wishing success
to our fishing, and a safe return to the Old
Ravensworth,

*To make the matter short, the Old

‘Ravensworth bad broken from hérmoorings,

and with wind and tide in her favour, was
gomg fast out to sea. '
*¢ Lafterwurds found, that though man
saw her sail out of the harbour, yet oo on
was aware that all hands were not on honid
Yivery man was concerned ubout his owi
affairs; every one knew that.she was read
for sea 3 aund though it excited a little sur-
prise that she should try to cvoss the-Bar
when the tide was so low, instead of waiting
for the next morning’s tide, no one trouble
his head about her. Some people collected
on the top of the hill, where the light-hoise
now stands, to see hier cross the Bar; therd
-¥as not light enough for them to seg, butal)
prophesied that she could not do it thdt
pight. The next morning, the truth was
known to every body. The Captein holl
come buck,—had found his crew drunk,
and his ship gone,—andall the lamentﬁtfoi:
in theworld would not bring her backagain.”
* Did she pass the Bar safely 7 asked
Charley. f e
““ Yes. Oue would have thought the old
whaler knew ker way, she. went 6. cannily
over; and the nezt morning saw-her makin
her wayacross the German Qceat; as et
as ever.” ' o
* Oh I” said litle William, ¢ and -yobs
were alone upon the great roaring mea !
What did you do, grandpapa®® i -« ¢
“ What would you have dpne, Willy #°
'“d }} should surely have mw%
cried. o A '
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