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IPROTECTION FOR INVENTIONS,
By 1.0, Brawwann, CE, F.RS,
Paper read before the Society of Arts,

(l'onlmue»l.lmm pa-e 66, rol, 1ML
1 have by a few typic.] cuses, exposed (at least I trust 1
f have) the tallacy of those who say the iaventor, in the
' ubsenee of auy patent Iaw, would still invent for the hope of
veward, because e might vreckon on gaining that reward by
Lecommuy the manufactucer of that which e had invented

but there are other opponents of patents whodo not hald forth
2 Lhope of gain in this way , they say, a wise and beneficent

E s

I haustion of the air, oven in the iwpossible event of a perfect

vacuum, would not be quite three-quarters of a ton, that in
practice it would not be more than halfa ton, and that such
a force, a statical one, must obviously be far less powerful than
the offect of o ton weight suffered to fall on the pile through a
drop of several feet, and that thus Dr. Pott’s exhaustion plan
could not send the pile down at all, orif it could, the pile,
when down, would clearly be unable to support any load
worth speaking of ?

But those gentlemen who thus would have withheld all
share of the national reward from Dr. Potts, on the grount
that his invention must be usecless, wonld have been wrong,
for the fact is that Dr. Potts's plan, although it only

Government should reward  the # citizens who have deserved | imposes on the heat of a 1 foot pile a pressure of about
well of their country.” T believe I have canght the language | haif a ton, does senl such a pile down into suils which

of the formnula.

1 dou't think these 1nen talk about fellow-

sulyerts of the Queen, However this, may be, they gravely
propuse that a port on ot the revenue of the State rhould be
adynged cach year to weritorious inventions. I find it difti.ult
to treat such « proposition as this serivusly, but 1 suppose ]
must do so.

Let us rec how it would work. What inventions should |
be rewarded 2 None but those which had come into actual
use, or in addition to these fnventions which were only just
published.  Ir the former, how desl with objections that
would be urged by a bost of men whe would spring up to
allewe that the man who put himself forward as the fir-t in.
ventor was the merest visiounary, and that hal it oot been
for their real practical skill the whole thing would have
remained 2 uselss scheme.  Sloreover, as I shall, 1 hope,
hreatter show, years in all probability would clapse between
the publication of an invention and its adoption, it there
were not protectiv s for inventors, and in this way the un-
Lappy inventor might be d-ad, or in his dotaze, worn out by
hops doterred, boore the reward was adjudiged to him, even
it it wese ever sv adjudged, looking at the competition of
preteaders that would be sure to arise  But take it to av.id
this d:lay in compensating the inveat r, it should be in the
power of the tribinal to give the reward to crigiators of
untrird inventions, ouly imegine the cloud of scherners, both
in aud oat of Bedlawm, who would commit their crude con-
septivis to paper aud send thew to the tribunal, cunfident
that they must et the reward. By what possible machigery
coulid such & trivuual act to invatigte novelty, degree of
ravtit. aud pra tical feasibility of inventions that had nothing
but a paper exists we. [ believe that in their despair aod
dirnst many wen-of intelligence and character who might
have Leen ou sach a tritmual would retire from it, sud that it

offer so much resistance - that the pile wheun thus driven wilt
support many tons weight without the least yi-lding. It being
a fact that the pile did go down, and cqually the fact that
the mere pressure of the air upon its top was whollv in-
adequate to account tor its being drven, attention wasdirected
to the subject, and we knnw that the pile descended in
consequence of the removal of the soil frowa below its bottom
edge caused by the rush of water nto the exhausted cavity of
the pile.

It appears to me tho suggestion of rewarding inventors
weacrally by Goverawent graots is an absolutely impractica.
ble one, and that it never could be successfally carried out.
There nave been some particular instances of this mode of
reward. 1 will only alludeto one, and again it is Crompton
to whom I wish to direct your attention. After years of the
disappointment and loss to which I have referred, and .fter
not only his townsmen and neighbours, but the kivgdorm itself
hsd become enriched by the general adoption of his invention
—there beink between four and five million spindles at work
—some persons in his neighbourbood backed up a momorial
he prescuted to the minitey of the day, and, atter much dis-
cussion, Governmnent awarded to Crompton the munificent
sum of 5900, and at the age of 60, after having devoted 30
years of his lifeand all bis property to the advancement of his
invention, onve of the very greatest that has up to the preseut
time been made in the +pinning of cotton, be received a sum
cqual to a stipend of 751, & year parl to him throughout those
3y years Drobally amoag thuse who supported Crompton’s
memorial to the tiovanment were to be found some of the
honourable men who did not pay their promised subscriptions:
perbaps their conscicuces had awaicea-d, and these geotlemen
thought a cheap way of satisfying them would be to makea the
pation discharge their prieate obligatious, thus repriuding on-

:

would dv zzets mate into a clique for  petrating the vilest jobs. | of the definition of charity, that A never asces B in want
Faury the prevsune brovght to bear on such men by the ! without fecling a strong desire 13 relicve those wants out of
meinber for soms fotougk whe has been assured by half a i the goods of C.
dozen of hi con-tituents that their « talcoted townszan,® Mr. | Ifa systcm of national rewards were institated, 1 am certain
<., i3 * most meritorious in” o "or, that he hiag desigacd a . that the sums to be awarded 'past be wholly inadequate to
waslane, which on eing worked by ouc man, succeels, ' compensate the really meritorions inventor, who thus wounld
threush an armanzement of leveraze and the aid of a screw, not be tempted by them to invent. That 1f awards were not
in aving off as wuch power as has been estimated to be equal - to be made unti! commercial sucers. had certttied to the valae
tna zood Inchetse engine. Models kave been tried which ' of the invention, rewatd woald be delayel and would be
conclunvely proved that it (there isalways an if) they had | fritter-d away among numbers; that if untned ijnventions
" bren projetiy wade thewe results world hase been fully at- * were to be rewarded, g20d 1aventions might be rejected, because
taiued. 1 may jwrhiaps be told there must be on the committee | asin Dir. Potts’s czse, Uiey would not be understood, while the
wmen of sufticient sense to kuow that such statements were whole host of pure visionzries would be cncounraged, and
adiculo »: at w some eas:s I should be very soery to abide  finally that the iuvention which was supported by the most
by the opaaon o anuy body of men,in the abscace of trial, ; plausible and penistent advocary, whetlicr of the inventor or
whetlicr an inveution could succead in practice, or not. 11 af his supporters, would obtain thereward that should begiven
will give you a instanee,  Next to Earl Doadoaald, oae of , forrezl merit ouly.

the casliest inventars in the art, now so extensively follownl, .

I now come to the last class of reward suggested as b-ing

<1 sinluanz oylinder fuundations, was Dr. Pous.

e pubiished  sufficient to sccure new inventions, and not mere inventions,

an ioventiun in which he told you, that 1f you placed a eyliu- ' but inventions carricd to practicai result,
d:ival kellow sasteiten pile witl 1its open mouth upon say the,  This class of reward, if rather shadowy, is cheap—it is
mravel bel ol ariver, aul il you covered the top of th= pile, - honour. The mcritoriots inventor who hxs *descrved el
and thon exinvisted the air from its interior, the pils would of his country ” is to be rewand~l by som- honomary dis-
jenetrate the zeoued, and would do ro ahhorgh, from the  tinction., A siatuc, & tablet, a public recognoition in his
nature of the seil, it woald ve all but impossibic 10 get the * tewn-ball, aud au sddress from the recorder, or somcthing
jale down, cven a short distatice, by the heaviest blows that | of that sort; and, morcover, after such public recogunition,
could lLegiven to it by 2 powerful pile driver.  Dr. Potts was | the honoared inventor, as he went along, would hear, ¢ Look
oaht 1 thax, bu, in the absence of experinent, would vot thi~ | at that man; heis tae geeat, the celebrated Mr. Smith, who
wemiers o e Inventors” Reward Committer have comne 0 ! javreutrd * —wh-37— il th- steam cngine or the electric
the conrlusion that the doctor was a visionary, and that his | tele zraph, the p mc used might be understood ani cowman-!
invention could be proved to be chimenval; would they not | respect wh rev ¢ civilisation cxtends ; but there are many
« have qard that, i the instance of & pile of 3 tvot in diameter, great and ma t uscfel inventions which relate to manufacture,
the utmost predsute that could be got upon it by the cx-! hsving technival terms — terias which arc absolutely gib-




