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EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTESs,
BY noBeRT R, Dullllﬂ'l', PiLD,
General Statement,

For nearly a year Jesus had stood prominently before the people,
kingdom, und lie was now at the most popular period of his minist

» teaching the principles of the new
ry. The Pharisuio party and the

priestly order, though looking upon kim with Kuspicion, had not yot openly declared themselves hig

encmies; and the untiiinking musses thronged after him in g bli
#pecdily draw the sword, slkuke off the Lloman yoke, and establish upon Al
should compel thie homuge of the world—un expectation which Jesus well
when disappointed, would soon turn the heurts of the poople to u bitter liate,
tudes were cugerly listening to his words, while crowds of the sick and the su
power. Just at this period two significant mirucles were wrought,
a man whose whole form was polluted with leproxy, Christ silently proe!
entire muss of ceremonial regulutions which hud grown up around the an
enco of a company of jenlous Pharisces, he said to the paralytic, ““ Thy sj
asxerted hiriself to he invested with an authority
To this lust mentioned miruele our uttention is called by the present |
vertinacity of these friendly hearers, the anguish of the
Jdivine discernment and power of Jesus, the Jjoy of the sick sinner,
eured, and the aw ful joy of the multitude, we shall find cvery charact

incident to bo full of instruction,

nd expectation that he would
ount Zion a throno which
knew was folly, and which,
But ut present vasg multi-
fTering xought his healing
By touching with Lealing hand
laiced his independence of the
cient law,  And when, in pres-
ns be forgiven thee,” e calmly
above priests, or even Prophets, as the Son of God,
exson.  If we curcfully watels the
suflerer, the skepticism of the “ doctors,” the
who wus at once converted and
er turn into a teacher, and every

Verse 17. On a certain day. Detter, “on
one of those days.” Verses 12-14 tells the story
of the heuling of a leper, which may have occurred
just before this, but we have not exact knowledge
of the ehronolosy of this part of Christ’s life, This
incident probubly oceurred in the spring or curly
sumuicr of A. D. 28, It occurred in Capernaum,
which is now generally identificd with the exten-
siveruing gt Tell Tum, toward the northern end
of the Seu of Galilee, Tt is ot strange that Jesus
sclected this town as Lis residence, for it was ut
the junction of the great ro's leading from Syriy
and the fur Eust, to the Mediterrancan on the wust,
and Jerusalem and Ezypt on the south, and it was
itself the center of the busicst manufucturing dis-
trictof Pulestine,  As Le was teaching, Irol-
ably in the courtyard of g private liouse, Itisa
Pprevalent funcy that he wus in the residence of I'e-
ter. There were Pharisces and doctors of
the law sitting by, Thescet or party of Phari-
8ces at this time exerted an influence over the minds
of the common Ppeople as great us, if not greuter
than, the influence of the priests, Thoy hud Lo.
Fun centuries hicfore as a sort of “ Puritans,” hyg
the fervent devotion of the fathers of the scct had,
ot of it, died away, and Pharisces were now
petty erities of moruls, intent on winute and wori ;-
less details of the law, and oblivious to its great
fundimental prineiples, Josus repeatedly charae-
terized them as a elass of hypoerites, bug recog-
nized, as we must recognize, many eurnest and holy
men amongthem. The “ doctors of the law " yere
teachers, rahbis wlio ordinarily thronged together
in Jerusalem,  Wo have no institution in our
modern life which at all resembles the system of
tu 1. 1

ancicents, both of the ITebrew tad Gentilo world,
These doctors were, like all of the later Jewish
teachers, notable for their appeals 1o authority,
They did not pretend to originality of thought,
Which were come out of every town of
Galilee, and Judea, and Jerusalem, To
bring out the full senso there should b un * of
before Judea, Al regions in Pualestine, and cs-
pecially the capital city, sent representatives to
investigate this new foreo, The power of the
Lord was present to heal them. Josus fro-
Guently interrupted his own discourse to heul some
of the pitiable persons presented to him, There
seems to have been 1ttlo or no malignity on the
part of the critics, and probubly a fuirer audienes
had never gathered about our Lonl, Iy included
fishermen and Rtutesmen, peasants and Jawy,
Note verso 16, where Luko notices tho necess yon
tho part of Jesus for 4 renewal of Lis spiritual
forees by communion witl, God,

18, 19. And, behold, Ay unexpeeted turn
in affuirs. Tho quict teaching was suddenly in.
terrupted.  Men brougzht in o bed n man
which was taken With a palsy, Tie men
were four in number (Mark o, ). The palsied suf-
ferer lay on a rug or myt lich was carried by the

four corncrs and sagzed down with his weight,
The * palsy * \wag certainly some form of norvous
exhaustion.  Our Saviour's words seem to indicate
that this man’s illness was closcly connected with
his sin.  Every sufferer in that day scems to have
been confident that if ho could bring Lis #uffering
into the presence of the Master he would by healed,
but many must have been disappointed becauso of
the dense crowd.  If, as often before, Jexus should

teaching which was gnized by the

Idenly withdraw, this pulsied man might nover
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