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CONDITIONS 0F GENIUS. *

BY MISS Hl. 1). .AKELEY, WARDEN 017 T111, ROYAL VICTORIA COLLINR FOR

WTOMEsN, iVIIONTREllAý.L.

~TeiI came to think over wvhat I had to say to you, I
saw how~ extreinely iinadeqiuate it was to the titie of the
lecture. 1 arn not about to take iii auly'of the interesting
questions of' hereditary grenjus, 1101 to Iollow the brilliant
p svchological speculations of ProIbssor U.ames, as to the
preseiice in the humna» mind of accidentai variations which
prodnce expertatioiis, -esthetic, mor-al, mietaphysical, with
which the real world ofiè-rs no correspondence. I have no
thoug-ht of traciigc the degices of wenius, trom its grerms in
the lowest stage of huma» consciousiless marked off from
that of the animal by the dirn perception of an ideal, an
ought to be, fin lite and art, uapwards to the point at which
appearws the mind for which, the ideal is much more real
th-an the actual, and which. is urgred on by a resistless force
ici briiug the mnaterial of existence more into conformity
with it. It is rather as to the relation betweeil grenius and
certain social conditions, that I would like to offer some
considerations which force themselves upon our thoughts
with a disturbing power, at this preseut time.

Alecture dclivercd before the Delti Sigîlia Society, McGill Uniiversity.


