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PREPARING AND PUCKERING.

——

BY KNOXONIAN,

“Claudius Clear,” one of the principal con-
tributors to the Britsish Weekly and a high
authority on literary questions, thinks that in-
struction in the art of writing is about as use-
less as instruction in the art of whistling and
illustrates his point ‘by the following story —

An American gentieman arrived in a Can-
adian village and ' aveitsinhabitants to under-
stand that he had anidea of establishing a
whistling school. He accordingly tock a hall
for the purpose, distributed his cards, agd ap-
pointed an evening for his first lesson in the
art. Upwards of filty of the young farmers,
thioking it would be a graccful sort of ac-
quirement, gave their attendance. The Pro-
fessor himself received the money at the door,
and when they had all assembled, took his
place opposite them upon the plaifcrm behind
a smalf table, made a short appropriate
speech, drapk a little water, rapped the table
with his cane to command attention, and said
in a loud voice, * PREPARE TO PUCKER.'

The admoniion seemed singuiar, but the
Professor’s pupils (his name was Yow) con-
tinued 10 preserve their gravity, and awaited
results.

“Gentlemen, are you all ready?’ asked

he.
“ Yes, quite,” was the reply.

“Very good,” said Professor Yow, *‘then
PUCKER."” The young farmers looked at each
other as they stood in a row, with their eye-
brows elevated and their mouths screwed up.
They had not yetreceived the order to whistle
—that was altogether a subsequent affar.
The sight was so absurd that two or three
laugbed, several others followed the example,
and presently the whole room was in a roar.
Oa this Professor Yow, apparently much dis-
gusted and hurt at their conduct, left the stage,
locked the door ofthe Eall, and putting the key
in his pocket, left the company * puckering,”
and unable either to express their mortifica-
tion, or effect their escape.

Many a long year has passed since we first
heard that story. [In its original condition it
lacked most of the details that * Claudius
Clear” has supplied. So far as we can re-
member there was nothing in the version we
heard about the hal), or the cards, or the short
and appropriate speech, or the sip of water, or
the cane, We cannot recollect that the num-
ber of pupils was fifty, orthat they were all
young farmers, or that the Professor's name
was Yow. Had Mr., “Clear” just given us
the name of the Canadian village, and the
date of the opening of the school, the story
would have been perfect.

Bowaver it is a good enough story as it
staods, and does very well to illustrate the
fact ‘that there are some things not easily
taught, whistling being one of them.

Without undue wrenching it may also be
used to teach this other most important les-
son—that preparing to do things is not doing
them. The pupils in this school took all the
preliminary steps towards the acquirement of
the fine art of whistling. They came to the
hall, they took their places oo the platform,
ihey prepared, they puckered, but they did not
whistle. The same thiog is done by thou.
sands every day in the great schoo! of life.
They prepare, they pucker, but they never

~ whistle,

There i3 a young man who has been going
to ses somebody’s daughter for years. Heis
a good enough kind of young fellow; but
somehow or other he never braces himself up
for serious business. He means well, he fuily
intends to ask the young lady the crucial ques-
%on sometime, but he never comes square-
Iy to the mainissue. Heintends, be resolves,
he prepares, he even puckers, but he aever

. "whistles.

Here is a man who tells ycu he s going to
‘write something that will make a sensation.
Perhaps it is a book, or a pamphlet, or a
magazine, or a leading article, He tells you
heis jus“t getling the thing into shaps and
asks you to look out. If you know anything
about the matter you know very well that writ-
ing what people care to read 1s a rather difii-

~ -cult kind of exercise, and you watch for the

coming effort. It never comes. The man

_ promised and prepared and puckered, but he
-prever vhistled.

Who has not met the man who was going

. to make a great speech some day. He talks

:about how easy it is to make a good speech ;

_ eli3 you how well be kaows how todo it;

: "\ - \

asks you just to sce how easily he can aston-
ish the natives. You see some preparing and
puckering, but you hear no high-class whist-
ling.
ﬁll wise professors of theology, all wise old
ministers, all sensible laymen advise young
ministers to make careful and Jaboured pre.
paration for the pulpit. The advice is right
and can never be too frequently repeated or
too earnestly heeded. Ministers, old or young
or middle.aged, cannot put too much work of
the right kind on their sermons, But what is
the use in preparing elaborately if you cannot
deliver eflectively. What is the use in load-
4ng up 4 gun if the man behind the gun can-
not take aim and fire What is the usein
preparing and puckering, if you cannot whistle.
The people care nothing about what a
preacher may have in his mind or on his manu-
script if he cannot tell them about it in a rea.
sonably interesting and effective way. They
are not supposed to know you have a mang.
script and may decline to believe you have
anything in vour miad, if you cannot say any-
thing effectively. -
1t would not be a difficult thiog to Wustraie
how congregations often talk and prepare and
pucker, but do not whistle. A congrega.
tion that takes two or three years to call a mia-
ister does a good deal of preparing and puck-
ering—especial'y puckering. So does a con.
gregation that talks for years about a new
church, but does not build one. So du all con-
gregations that are always going to do a lot
of good thiogs, but never do them.
MoORAL.—Don't spend your life preparing
and puckering—do something !

OBITUARY.

REV. GEORGRCRATW,

The following remarks in reference to Rev.
G. Craw were made by his pastor, Rev. D
D. McLeod, of Barrie, at the close of his ser-.
mon, Jan. 28th :—

My thoughts were directed to this subject
this morning by the removal from our midst
by death, of lour esteemed fellow-membér
and minister of Jesus Christ, the Rev. George
Craw. Mr. Craw was a native of Campbel.
town, Argyleshire, Scotland. He was born
in June, 1821 aod died in his 73rd year. He
was trained in Glasgow University and spent
oune year in the Divinity Hall there. During
part of his time he was missionary at Houston,
Renfrewshice. His theological course was
finished in Knox College, Toronto. In 1859
he was ordained and iuducted into the pastor-
al charge ot Flos and Medonte ; his labors
covered a wide area extending throughout
these two townships. As the years passed
by the oullying stations were dropped off
until for several v:ars his labors were confin-
ed first to Craighurst, Hillsdale and Elmvale,
and finally to the laiter two. In the year
1890 he resigned his charge and came to re-
side in Barrie, where he died on January
17th.  During his 1esidence amon us
he took part in the woik of the con
gregation so far as his strength permitted,
most willingly giving us his aid in visiting the
sick and in conducting the prayer meeting, or
in any other way he could, on which occa-
sions his services were very accepiable
There are some gocd people, and I think our
departed friend was one of them, who deem
it wise to be very reticent in the pulpit, re.
gardiog the character and life of deceased
members of the church, and I agree with this
view to a certain extent ; but it appears to me
that there are occasions when some special
reference to departed friends is highly proper
and appropiiate, and that the death of a
venerable servant of Ged who has labored in
the chuich for so long a period as be did, is
an event that ought ot to be passed over in
silence. It is due to the departed that public
expression of regard for his character and
wotk should be made. His life woik was that
of an * ambassador for Chnst,” of which.we
have been speaking.

The 6rst opportunity on which I bad the
pleasure of hearing Mr. Craw in the pulpit
was at the induction of a minister into one of
the congregations in our Presbytery. He de-
livered the charge to the minsster, and his ad-
dress was a very able ope. It bore the im-
press of most careful preparation. It was

clothed in language conspicaously clear:and
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forcible, and ina style which was dignified
and impressive, It set forth the office of the
ministry in its true scriptural natore, It
showed that Mr. Craw was a man of ripe
wisdom and expsrience in the spbere of the
ministry, that he cherished a high conception
of the sacred calling, and that he was a man
“instructed io the way of the Lordy” a work-
man that knew how “rightly to divide the
word of truth,” and I refer to this because
the views expressed in that address were
churacteristic of the teaching and habit of
mind of our departed friend. Hg had a high
estimation of his office and work as a minister
of the gospel. We have a striking testimony
to this in the fact that his four sons have
chosen the ministry for their life work. Mr.
Craw could not commend the office because
of any worldly advantages connected with it in
his experience. His labors, like those ot
many of his brethren in circumstances
similar to his own, were never adequately re-
cognized in the stipend which he received ;
but this aspect of the ministet’s position was
not regarded by him. He looked upon it in
its spititual relations, and he was night inre-
cognizing that there is no bigher vocation 1o
which his sons could spend their lives, or be
more useful, or in which they could find a
truer satisfaction, Another characteristic of
our venerable friend was the exceeding faith-
fulness with which he prepared for the dis-
chiarge of his public duties. Whatever might
be the occasion on which he was cailed to
officiate, he did so with a carefulness of pre-
paration, and impressiveness of manaer,
which showed the desite to serve his Master
at all times to the best of his ability. Most'
punctual in keeping his engagements, all his
utterances, whether in his sermons, addresses
or public prayers, indicated that he was most
careful, both in the arrangement and expres-
sion of histhoughts. Therefore his preaching
at all times was adapted to the occasion and
instructive to the hearer.

In this regard for the digaity of his office
and for the correct and faithful discharge of
the duties of it, both pastoral and pulpit, he
set a high example to younger ministers of the
gospel. It would be well for the church it
this somewhat antique conception of the min-
istry were more common, and if more of us
who are in the ministry kept before our minds
the height of our calling, It would be inter-
esting to trace in detail the life of a pastor,
who'for thirty yéars with undeviating fidelity,
toiled in the new, rough fields of a Canadian
country charge, visiting, preaching and teach-
ing, and it would be profitabeto the church to
hear such a story. The weary iourneyings,
the frequent discouragements, the disap-
pointing obstacles which are always met with
in such a field in its early history, would §li a
pathetic chapter in the story. Bat on the
other band there were also brighter expeii-
ences. A generation grew up instructed in
the dcctrine of the gospel.  The example and
teaching of a life of steadfast fidelity to duty,
has left a deep impression upon many lives,
and his work will endure long aiter his name
is forgotten.

But we have no time here for details, nor
would he desire any rehearsal of them. He
was a man of retiring natire. A man silent
and modest, where his abilities would have
warranted his taking a more prominent part,
And 1t seems to me, that a life like this,.of
continuous, diligent discharge of duty 1n a
limited sphere, a life which .hoids on its way
in silent, patient woiking for Christ as the
opportunity is given, though it may not attract
so much notice or applause as the life which
flashes brilliantly for a few months in differ-
ent localities, and then ceases to be known, is
one which does more for humanity and more
for the cause of God in the workd.

Mr. Craw did hisappointed work as best he
could in such enviropment as he had, content
to leave the issun in the baads of the God
whom he served.  Up to his latest moments

in hfe it was apparent that his thoughts wete
occopied with those gospel éngagements n
which he had speat so many years. Inall
his decliniog days, asin the days of mental
and bedily vigor, his faith rested firmiy upon -
the Lord Jesus Christ his Saviour. He has
entered into his rest. .He has lefe behind to
his family a name which will always bz men.
tioned with respect, and -an example which it
would bs well fof.us all to follow:

To the. glory of God-the Father, the Son
aad the Holy Ghost.  Amién.

S \ [Feb.. 218t; 1844,

OUR INDIAN MISSIONS,
Dear Sir,~In your issue of the 24th inst,,
I find an auonymous letter signed “ L. A. C.,"
on the subject of Missions, in which there are
several statements that seem to me to require
notice. The objectionable portions have re-
ference to the work of the Presbyterian
Church among the Indians, and ths first is to
the effect that the mission to the Indians
‘' never seems to have enlisted the sympathy
of contributors,”” This charge is utterly un-
founded, Nct only docs our Indian mission
receive contributions in money to the amount
of $20,000 per annum, which is more than is
given to any other of our Foreign Missions ex-
cept Central India, but the church, through the
Woman's Foreign Missionary Socioty, dees
for this mission what it has never done in any
considerable degree for any other mission—it
sends supplies of clothing, made and unmade;
bedding, etc., tor the rehet of.the destitute:
These gifts were s0 generous last year, and
. came from S0 many quarters, that they aggre-
gated more than thirteen tons. Not only, is
this a great help in cartying on work among
these poor people, but it is pleasant to.think
how many homes have been pervaded by a
sympathetic interest in the red-men, and how-
much plinning and managing and loving
thought and taking of personal trouble these
bales and boxes imply. lndeed, I doubt if
even the large sum of money I have named
is as decisive a proof of home-like fellow-feel-
ing for the Indiane, as is this supply of cloth-
ing, selected as it is and gathered and packed
and despaiched by loving and willing hands.
In the face of all this (and it has not ‘been
doue in a coraer), that man is either very bold
or very ignorant who asserts, even under cover
of a nom de plume, that the mission to the
Indians has not elicited the sympatby of con-
tributors. :
The next paragraph of the letter says that
* Presbyterians do not appear to have taken
kindly to the Indians, This hasmostly been
left to the Roman Catholics, Episcopals and
Methodists.” To see how little foundation
there is for the first part of the statement, itis
only necessary to note that the only depart-
ment of our Foreign Mission work in which
there are twice as many volunteers for service
as can be employed is that among the Indians,
and that some of the most highly appreciated
Iabarars in Church of England Indian missions
‘have been and are subscribers to the Confes-
sion of Faith. 1 have notaste for.comparing
the wotk done by other cbutches with that
done by our own. But there are nope
more willing than the members of some of
these denominations to acknowledge the en-
ergy with which our work has been conduct-
ed, and the success which has .attended it.
When the Presbyteriaus led the way a
few years go, in establishing the suc-
cess of Indian mission boarding schools,
conducted on industrial lines, an Epis.
copalian high in official circles said in
his report to the Government, that in his
opinion more good had been done in that year
in the Rev. Hugh McKay’s mission.school at
Round Take than in all the’ Indian day.
schools in the'country. Oaly a few days agé
a Methodist minister, a former president of
the North-west Confeience, and himself an
Indian missionary of many years® experience,
said 1o the conveners of the committee which
has charge,of ludian missions, * You Presby-
terians have done more for Indiad mission
education io the last eight or ten years than'
we have done in fifiy.” Thed, again, as has
been duly reported in the press, the first prizs
of 570 for the best conducted Indian day
school in the North-west, given by the Gov-
eroment and awarded on the recammendation
of its inspector, has been. won for, two years.
in succession by a Presbyterian ‘schiool. I
have spoken-in this ‘connection about schools
rather than aboat other missionary ageacies,
partly because I bave np right to ask for en-
ough space to enable one to go over the whole
ground, and partly because school work ofters
a platform on which we ‘can uaite- the othar
churches on an'equal footing,: for our ideals in
this-matter are-much more in harmony than.
in regard to the evangelistic side of our-worlk,
but this latter has bv no means.been neglect.
ed. '
" It will not avail for “L. A, €. to-say
- that bis' leiter was intended to, refer to,the
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