
Ii6

O ur Contrtbutorz.
PREPA RING AND PUCKCERING.

DY KNOXONIAlf.

"Claudius Cîcar," one cf the principal con-
tributors ta the British Weekl>' and a higli
autlierity cen literaty questions, thinks that in-
struction ini the art cf wvritirg is about as use-
less as instruction in the art nf whistling and
illustrates bis point 'by flie foilowing story

An American gentleman arrived in a Can-
adian village and ',ave ifs inhabitants tu under-
stand that he had an idea af establishing a
whistling school. H-e accordingly teck a hall
for fthe purpose, distributed bis cards, and ap-
pointed an evening for bis first lesson in the
art. Upvards cf fifty of the Voung farmers,
thinking it would lio a gracclul sort cf ac-
quirement, gave their attendance. The Pro-
fesser himself received the rnoney at the door,
and when rliey liad ail assembled, teck his
pldce opposite them upon the plairim beb;nd
a small table, m ade a short appropriate
speech, drank a little water, rapped the t able
with his cane fa commiand attention, and said
ini a loud voice, " PREPARE TO PUCKER. '

The admonition seemed sànguiar, but the
Professoi '. pupils his nanke was Yûwj> ton-
tinued té preserve their gravity, and awaited
resuitF .

"Gentlemen, are you ail ready?" asked
lie.

46Yes, quite," was the reply." iVery, good," said Professer 'Vow, "ltIen
PucKER." The young farmers Ioaked at eacl

other as fhey sfood in a row, with their eve-
brows elevated and their niots screwed up.
Tliey bad nef yet receivedl the order te whistle
-that was alfogether a subsequent affair.
The.sight was se absurd that two or three

* auglied, several allers followed tie example,
and presently flic whole room was in a roar.
On hils Prefessor Yow, apparently much dis-
guied and hurt at theircenducf, left the stage,
locked tbe door et the bal ' , and pufting the kev
in bis pocket, leit the company Ilpuckering,"
and unable either ta express their mortifica-
tion, or effect their e!cape.

Mfany a long year bas passed since wc first
heard fIat sfory. ln ifs original condition if
lacked most cf the dci ails that "Claudius
Clear" bas supplied. Sa far as we cari re-
member there was nothîng in tbe version wc
heard about the hall, or the cards, ar the short
and appropriate speech, or the sip of water, or
the cane. We cannot recollect fliat flie nuni-
ber cf pupils was fit y, or that they were al
yobng farmers, or that the Professor's riare
was Yow. Had Mr. "'Clea r" just givea us
the naine of the Canadiari village, and flic
date ai tihe opening ef the school, the story
wauld bave been perfect.

Hlowever it is a gocd enougli story as it
stands, anid dees very well ta illustrate the
fact that there are some things net easily
tatiglt, whisfling being one cf tliem.

Witliouf undue wrenching it may also ire
used te teacli this ather most imporfant les-
sori-that preparing tu de things is nef doing
thora. The pupils tin tis scheol teck ail the
prelimiriarY sf eps towards the acquiremnt af
the fine art cf whistling. Thcy came te the
hall, they took their places ou the platiarin,
tliey prepa.ed, fhey puckered, but they d:d net

*whistle. The saine thiog is dorie by thou-
sands every day ini the great sdhool ef life.
Tbey prepare, tliey pucker, but tliey neyer
w histle.

There is a young man wlio bas been going
te sez somebody's daughter fer yearF. He is
a good enough kînd cf yeun2g fellow ; but
somehaw or ether he neyer braces himseif up
fer serions business. He metans well, lie fally
intends te ask the young lady the crucial ques.
tion sornetime, but lic neyer cames square.
ly ta tIe main issue. He intends, lie resolves,
hoc prepares, lie even puckers, but hie neyer

* Here is a mani who tells vcu he is going te
%write somneîhîng that will make a sensation.
Perliaps it is a book, or a pamphlet, or a
magazine, cr a leading article. He teclls yotr
'ie is jusi getting the thing iota shape and
asksyen ta look ont. If yen kriow anytbing
abeut the matter you know vcry well that wrif-
ing what peuple care ta read is a rather diffi.

- -cult kind cf exercîse, and yau watch for tlic
ccnuing effort. It ntyer cornes. Tire mani
ýromised and prepared and puckei ed, but lie
ùever ç7histIed.

Wbfo lias net met the mani wba was goîing
ta make a great speech some day. He talks
aàbeuthow casy if is te make a good speech;
cilz Vou how wiell lie knows liaw ta de it;
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aiks yen just ta scec lw easily le cari ast an-
ish fthc natives. Yen sec saine preparing and
vtickcing, but vea licar no higli-class whist.
iing.

Afif mise pro fessors aifliheelegy, ail ise aId
mi nisters, ail sensible laymcn advisc ycurig
ministers fa make careful anid laboured pre.

*paration for tIc pulpit. Thc advice is riRlit
*and cari neyer lie ton, frequenfly rcpeated er
* foearncsfly heedcd. Ministers, oldoryoung

or middlc.aged, cannof put fotnuch work cf
thfe riglit kind an their sermons. But what is
tlic use in preparing claborately if you canriot
deliver efiecfively. What is the use in load-
4ng up a guri if the man behind fhe Ùun cari-
net taUe aim and fire What is the use ini
peparing and puckeririg, if you cannai whistic.

Thc people came nafhirig about wîat a
preacher may have in lis mind or on lis manu-

*script if he cannai tell them about it in a rea.
sonabiv irteresiing and effec*ve way. TIcy
are riot supposed ta knew you have a Manu-
script and may decline fa lelieve yeu bave
anyfhing ini veut mid, if you cannot say any.
fhing effectiveiy.

It would net be a difficuit thing fa illustrate
Iaw congregaticns offen f a'k and prepare and

1 pucker, but do flot whistle. A congrega.
tien flot takes fwa or tlree years te cal a Min-
isf er docs a god deal cf preparing and puck.
ering-epecially puckering. Se dees a con.
gregafieri that f alks for years about a ncw

1 churchl, lut dees nef build one. Sa du ail con.
gregafiens fIat are always geirig ta do a lot
of gond things, but neyer do tbem.

MORAl.-Don'f spend vour lite peparing
and puckering-do something!

OBITUAR Y.

REV. OaoOGRRAIV.

Thc following remarks ini reference ta Rev.
G. Craw were madc iy bis pasf or, Rev. D
D. McLeod, of Barrie, at flic close of bis ser-
mon, Jan. 28fr :

My thouglits were direct cd fa this sulject
fhis marriing by tIc remaval tramt aur midst
by deafli, cf :oum esteemed fellaw-membir
anid minister of Jesus Christ, flic Rev. George
Craw. Mm. Craw was a native af Campbel.
town, Argylesbire, Scotland. He mas barri
in June, 1821; and died in bis 73rd ýear. He
mvas trained in Glasgow University and !peuit
anc ycar in flic Divinity Hall flere. During
part et bis fime le mas missianary at Houston,
Renfrewshice. His tireological caurse was
fnisîed iKniox Callege, Toronta. In 1859
lic mas ordained and indticîed into the pastor.
aI charge et Fies arid Medanfe ; bis labers
covered a 'ide area extcriding tîroughout
these twe townships. As thc years passed
by flic ouîlyiog stations were dmopped off
until for several Y .ars lis labots werecocnfin-
ed first te CraiRlutst, Hlillsdalc and Elmvale,
anid finally te flic latter two. Ini fIe yeam
i890 le resigned bis charge and came te re-
side in Barrie, where lic died an January
17tli. Duiig lis iesidenctl amen us
le toak part in flhc worlk aio the cari
gregation se far as bis strengtî permittf d,
mast 'illingly giving us lis aid in visitiîrg thc
sick and in conducting tIe prayer meeting, or
in any oflier way le could, an 'vhich occa-
siens lis services were verY acceptable
There are some gocd people, and 1 tliink- aur
deparfed friend was crie cf thein, 'Ie deeni
if mise f0 le very reticent ini tIc pulpit, te-
garding tIechcamacier and lite oi deccased
members ai tIec durci, and I agree 'itl this
view ta a certain extent ; but it appears te me
tIat fliere arc occasions wlien saine special
reference ta departed friends is lighly proper
and apprepiiate, and tIat tlic deafli oi a
venerable servant af Gcd wha lias lahoed in
thc chui ch fer so long a periad as le dide is
an event tbft ougît net ta le passed over in
silence. If is due ta thc departed flot public
expression ef regard fer lis chaacier and
woik sîould ire made. His lite waîk was fiat
cf an " ambassador for Christ," ai whicliwe
la-ve been ipeakieg.

Tire first cpportunînv an whtch 1 lad flic
pleasure ai learing M. Craw ia tic pulpit
mas at thec induction ai a minister ita cric cfi
tIc corigregafierinla ur Presbyfery. He de-
livered flie charge tai tIe minister. and lits ad-
dress mas a very able crie. lt bore fIe im-
press ai masf careful preparatian. *If was
clotied in language conspicuausly, clear-and c

forci ble, and in a style wllh 'v as dignified
1 and impressive. lit set forth tIe office aiflice

ministry inritis truc scriptural nature. It
slowcd thaï: Mr. Craw was a mari cf ripe
wisdam anid exparience iri fli spItee f fthc
ministmy, fliat lieclierisîcd a higih conception
ai tIc sacrcd cailing, and thaf lic was a imari
"l.instrucfed bic ewiay cf flic Lordb" a work-
mani that kncw how Ilrightly ta divide thec
word cf trufli," and 1 refer f0 this because

flthc vicws expressed in ilat address 'vere
dliaracteristic cf flic feacîing and habit of
mnd oatour depated triend. Hg lad a hgi
estimation cf lis cffice and work as a minister
cf tIe gcspel. We have a 6f rikirig festimony
fa this ini thc fact fIat lis four sons lave
choseri the ministry for fleir lite wark. Mr.
Craw cauîd nef commend thc office because
cf ariy worldly adivantages connecfed witl iti in
lis experierice. His labers, like those af
many ai lis iretiren i n circumsfarices
similar te lis own, 'vere neyer adequately re-
cognized in flic stipend which he received,
but this aspect of fthc mifisfeî's positioni wms
nef regarded by him. He liked upon iti in
its spilitual relations, and hoe 'as rigit in te-
cognizing tînt there ii ne bigler vocation tln
which lis sens could spend flicir lives, or le
more useful, cm in which tliey couîd flod a
truer satisfaction. Anaflier characteristieci 
aur venerable frieed 'vas fIe exceeding fitî-
fuleess 'ith 'viidl lie prepared fer thc dis-
charge cf lis public duties. Wliatever miglit
le fhe occasion on whci lice'vas cailed ta
officiai e, le did sea'vith a carefuins of pre-
paration, anid iinpressiveriess cf mariner,
%yici sbawed tIe desire ta serve bis Master
at ail tintes ta flic lest ai bis ability. Most-
punctual in keeping lis engagements, ail bis
utterances, wheilier ini bis sermons, addresses
or public prayers, .indicated tIat le mas most
careful, bath in tIc arrangement and expres-
siencf bis thauglts. TherTefore bis preaching
at ail fumes was adapfcd ta thc occasion and
instructive tte I larer.

In fhIs regard for fhe digeity ai lis office
anid for flic correct anid faithful discharge ci
tIc duties et if, bofli pastoral anid pulpit, lie
set a higli example te yuneger ministers cf the
gospel. If wauld ire well ftoelicchurcli if
this samewlat antique conicepfioni cf the min-
istry 'vere more common, and if more cf us
wlia arc ini tIc ministry kept before aur minds
tle heigît cf aur calling. If would le inter-
esfing te trace in detail thli le ai a pastor,
who'tom t hirty years 'iti undeviating fidclity,
toiled in flic ncw, rcugh fields cf a Canadian
countfry charge, visiting, preaching and teaci.
ing, and if would ire profiabe ta tIec durci te
hear sudh a story. The wcaty ieutne'ying-s,
flic trequent discouragements, the disap-
pointing obstacles whicl arc always met wiîl
in sudh a field inritis early Iistory, weuld f111 a
patlieîic clapier iri the sfary. But on-flic
otherbland flere were aise brigliter expeti-
ences. A gencrafien grew up insiructed in
thec dcctmîne et tIe gospel. Thc example anid
teaching of a lite cf sfeadfaEt fidelity ta duty;
bas left a deep impression upen many lives,
and bis work wll endure long miter lis mrme
is fergotten.,

But we lave ne fume lere for detailz, nm
wauld le desire any relearsal cf thèm. He
was a mari ofretiirig nature. A man sulent
and modest, wherc lis abilities would bave
waîranted bis taking a mare preminerir part.
And if secins taome, fIat a lile like tbis,.of
continuons, diligent disclarge cf duty in a
limited spîcre, a lie whicl laoids on ifs way
in silent, patient woîking fer Christ as thc
cppartunity is givea, fbong iti may net attract
se mucli notice or applause as tIc life whicl
flashes brilliantly for a tew martîs in differ-
ent lccalities, and tien ceoses ta lie krown, IS
anc wllcl docs more fer lumanity and more
for fhe cause of God in the wald.

Mr. Craw did bis appointed workc as best ho
could in suchi ervirarimient as leoliad, content
ta leave the issue 1inflic lands aiflice God
'vbain ire served. Up ta bis latest momnents
ti ie if was apparent fIat bis fliaugîts wetec
occnpied 'vi t ose gospel' 'ngagements tau
'vhidhlile lad spent sa many year,,' Inahi
lis declining days, as iri the days lcf mental
and bodily vigai-, bis fath rested 6irmly upen.
tIc Lard.jesus Christ bis Savieur. Ucelias.t
enfered into lis reat. lHc lias left behiod ta i
is tamily a ane vwicl *111 l ahaVs ire mon-

tidncd witi-rcspécr, and -an ercample wbich'if
wrould lbc'veIl foi.us ail ta flloir.

Ta thec gloryý ai Gad -the Faflier, flic Sori
and thc Holy Gliost~ Ameèn.

OUI NDIAN MISSIONS.

Dear Sir,-In your issue eft fli 24fh lest.,
I find an dtrinymaus letter signed IIL A. C.,"
an the subject cf Missiont, ini whicb thero arc
several statements tînt secmn ta me ta require
notice. The abjectianablo partions have te-
ference ta tbe work of flie Presbytcriari
Churcli amoing the Iridians, and the fixai itu
the effect that flic mission ta flie Irdiaris
leneyer seems ta have enlistcd the sympatliy
of cortributors." This charge is uttcrly un-
feunded. Nct only dees aur Indian mission
receive contribufions in menev ta tIc amount
of $2aooo per annuin, whicli is more flan is
given te any ofler at out Foreigni Missions ex-
cept Central India, but tIe cdurci, tîrough tfli
Wcman's Foreigni Missionary Socioty, dees
for this mission wliat if lias neyer donc ini any
consider able degree for any oflier nissior-it
sends supplie& cf clothing, made audunmade,
baddirig, etc., for the relief of.tbe destitute.
Tirese git s wcre 4o gerierous last year, and
came ftem su mariY quart rs, fIat they 8ggre.
gated more than thirteen fans. Net anly, is
tbis a gieat htlp in carryiirg an woik among
fliese poor people, but it is pleasant ta think
liow many homes have been pervaded by a
sympathetic interest in flie red-men, and bow-
mucli planning and managing and leviaog
fliauglit and taking ai persorial trouble flese
bales and boxes imply. lndeed, 1 doulit if
even fhe large sum af mancy I have named
is as decisive a proot aofliome-fike fellow-ieel.
ing ferrflie Indianc, as is this supply ai clti-
ing, selected as it is arid gattîered and packed
anid despatclied by îaving and willing biands.
In flic face or ail this (and if has nef -been
donceiin a carrier), fIat mari is either very bold
or very ignorant wlia asserts,ceven unde rcover
of a noinde jVumne, that flic missioni fa fli
bI*dians lias net eicited flic sympatliy ef cou-
ttibtîrs.

Tire nexf paagrapl aoflice letter says that
"Presbyterians do nef appear ta bave taken

kindly teaflie Indians. This lias mostly been
leit ta ie Roman Catliolics, Episcopals and
Meflidists' To sec liow littie foundation
there is for flic hrst part cfflicé statemerit, it is
enly necessary fa note tliat thc orily depart-
menit cfaur Fereigni Missien work ini whicthere are twice as many voluntéecrs for service

as cari be employed is that amoig flic Indians,
and that sane ai tire most bighlv appreiated
laborers in Churcli ofiErgland Irîdian missions
liave beeri and are çubscribers ta flie Confes-
sien cf Faifli. I have no faste forcomparing
flic waîk donc by aflier cliurdbçs wif i that
donc by onr awri. But there are noria1
mort villing îhaxs the members of saine e
these denarnatioris ta acknowledge flic cri
ergy witl whidh aur werk lias been conducf-
cd, and flic success which blas -attended if.
When flic Presiryferiaus led flhc way a
few Vears go, ini esfablishing flic suc-
cess of Indiari mission boamding pchiols,
conduci cd cri irdustrial lines, an Epis.
cepalian higl in eofficiaI circles said in
bis report teaflhc Geverinent, 'tîn 1t in bis
opinion more good lad been done in tht year
in thé Rev. Hugli McKay's mission.sclaà'l at
Round L.akce flaun iiallihe"Indian day.
scliools in fhe>cauriry. Oaly a few days ago
a Metbodist minister, a former preiident et
flic Nartli-west Canfetence, and himselÉ an
Indiari missiariary cf mari yeyams' experience,
sàîd tui the coziveriers cf the commditteeWbich
lias cliargcof Iridiari missions, IlYeu Pre sbÈ.
terians have donc mare for Indiari mission
éducationrin he li lact igît or teh years flan
we bave donc in fifiy" Ther,, again, as bas
beeri duly report cd in the press, flic first prize
af $57o fer the best coriducted Indian -day
sciroal in tie Narth-ivest, given liy tire Gov.
erimerit and awardecl anflie reco.mn ' dation
cf ifs Inspecter, bas been won for* two years
in succesEion iry a Presbytemiah sclhoàl. I
bave spalceri inthiscono'ectioni about schoals
rathler fian about otIfrrnissionary agencies,
parily becausej h ave -ae riglit faasI for cri-

ougi sac taerable ane fa go avIe wbolc
ground, and partly bocause scbool wàri aflers
a plat forai on which wc -can tubite flic allier
ébutches oxn eulfoiiirudasr
f'ilsý matter are- mucli mare ir i bammony thaw
iri rega rd teaitie evangelistic side cf.aur woi k,
but this latter lias bv no mcans.'been neglcfi.
ed.

It wilnet avail for 'U. A. 1r..!' fosay
thaf bis, letter wasititended ta reflerto;tlic


