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None other than unobjectionable

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27TH,1893.

The statue of Abraham Lincoln, in
Union Square, New York, is used as a
hitching post. Our neighbours always
haq a fine practical turn.

The most enthusiastic admirer of ee-
clesiastical unions, must be more than
pleased with the parliament of religions
which met last week in Chicago. 'There
Buddhists, Confucians, Mohammedans,
Unitarians, Agnostics, Infidels, and a few
of the orthodox, met and talked. We
quite agree with the Herald and Pres-
byter, in thinking that the only prayer
that should be offered for that parlia-
ment is one asking the Almighty to over-
rule the folly of the effort for some use-
ful- purpose.

Next week, our Divinity Halls, with
the exception of Queen’s, will begin work
for another session, and, we have no
doubt, begin with an increased number
of students. The Church should be pro-
foundly thankful that so many young
men are constantly entering our theolo-
gical schools. The number and spirit
of the candidates for the ministry, are
a good test of the spiritual life of a

. Church. Judged by that test, the Pres-
byterian Church in Canada stands fairly
well. We wish fqr our Divinity Halls,
one and all, a most pProsperous $esshoo.

Evil men everywhere are trying to
widen the gap between the working
classes and the Church. During the re-
cent street car controversy, there was
nothing kept more prominently or per-
sistently before the minds of working
men, than the slander that the churches
are for the rich, and care nothing for
the poor. The clergyman who helps on
that ery by toadying after the rich,
and boasting about the wealth of his
congregation, should be tried for heresy.
He does the Church more - harm than
some men who have been tried for that
offence. '

There are nine ministers in the Pres-
byterian Church in Canada, who have
seen over fifty years pass since they were
ordained. Their names are, Dr. MeCul-
loch, Dr. Bennett, Dr. Chiniquy, Dr. Jen-
kins, Dr. Reid, Dr. Smellie, the Rev. W.
T. Canning, the Rev. James Cleland, and
the Rev. Thomas Alexander. Mr. Cle-
land and Dr. Bennett have just passed
their half century; Dr. Smellie, Mr. Alex-
ander and Father Chiniquy, are work-
ing well up to their sixtieth year in the
ministry. Dr. Reid is the only half cen-
tury man able to do full duty. He is
three years past his fifty, years of ser-
vice, and, apparently, just as capable as
he ever was. In these days of financial
troubles, the services of a financier like
Dr. Reid, cannot be over-estimated.

P T ———

Those wdrthy people who accuse Can-
adians of frivolity in the matter of
chureh entertainments, and- who always
allude to the old country as solid and
solemn in ecclesiastical affairs, shouid
read the report of the opening of a ba-
zaar in the Auld Licht Kirk, in Kirrie-
muir—the Thrums of immortal story.
The opening speech was by J. M. Barrie,
the well-known author of the ‘“Little
Minister.”” It is needless to say, that
it was a rare speech, and brought down
the house with nearly every sentence.
The Rev. David Ogilvey, of Motherwell,
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opened the proceedings on the follow-
ing, and the Rev.
of the Original Secession Church, presi-
ded. The object of the bazaar was to
raise funds to reduce the debt on the
Auld Licht Kirk, We are not much in
favour of raising church funds in that
way, but let no one say the cusiom is
Canadian. Even the Auld Lichts raise
money by bazaars.

Dr. Reid writes just enough to make
one wish he could find time to write
a great deal more. His contribution to
the current number of the Knox Month-
iy, on the Divinity Hall of Aberdeen,
SixXty years Ago, 15 a capital piece of
literary work. ‘The sketch of the two
professors, Dr. Mearns and Dr. Blaek,
makes the reader almost think he is per-
sonally acquainted with these eminent
theologians. It is not a little singular,
that one of the oldest ministers in vhe
P'resbyterian Church, and the ounly one
that has spent the last forty years in
dealing with accounts, investments,
minutes, and other matters of that kind,
should be one of the most interesting
writers in the ranks of the Presbyterian
ministry. A well-educated, old country
minister, with the literary instinct sel-
dom ceases to read well and write well.
Annals of the early days of Presbyter-
ianism in Canada, written by Dr. Reid,
would be a most interesting and useiul
book.

Lord Aberdeen, in his speech at the
dinner given him by the people of Aber-
deen on his departure for Canada, re-
ferred to the complaint of Canadians
coneerning the obvious lack ol sympathy
shown for Canada and things Canadian
by the British people. Our new Gover-
nor-General declared that the trouble
was not that British people were with-
out sympathy for Canada, but that their
way was unfortunately to hide rather
than express their feelings. This, to some
extent, is always said to be character-
istic of Scotchwmen, but they do not make
up the whole population of Great Brit-
ain. 1t is a fact not to be wondered
at, perhaps, seeing that the United States
80 far exceed us in population, wealth
and great cities, that travellers from
the mother country often give Canada but
a very small share of their attention, a
flying visit, while the time is spent and
the interest is chiefly shown in the Re-
public. We have also felt that in the
settlement of difficulties between the
United States and Britain, Canadian in-
terests, when they were involved,
received but scanty attention when
they were not sacriticed. Canadians vis-
iting the Old Country, have also in many
cases complained of the ignorance and
want of interest shown in Canadian af-
fairs. Of late years things have begun,
we believe, to improve in this respect,
and we rather think it will be our own
fault if they do not keep on improving.

often

It is quite possible that the friends
of Prohibition may attach far too much
importance to meetings and speech-mak-
ing, in the campaign upon whieh they
are entering. To be of much practical
use, a meeting must be attended by re-
presentative men who have votes, and
be addressed by speakers who can per-
suade representative men to
prohibition, or at least, not to vote
against it. A meeting attended by
boys, loungers, loafers, and the shallow
crowd that run to everything, just to
get out for the evening, never does much
good-to any cause. A‘*meeting address-
ed by men without' power to Influence
their fellow men, cannot be much of a
factor in the tfight. In some communi-
ties, meetings are so much overdone,
that influential citizens scarcely ever at-
tend them. In others, meetings are not
80 common, and the community can be
reached through them. Almost every-
thing depends on the community in
which the meeting is held, and on the
ability and standing of the men on the
platform. The still-hunt is, out ot all
sight, the best way to work a commun-
ity in which public speaking is overdone.

vote for

A

Thomas Matthews,

The still-hunt on the back concessions
accounted for some of the big majori-
ties rolled up for the repeal of the Scott
Act, while the eloquence of at least one
of the advocates of the traffic, helped
mightily to increase the majorities that
passed the Act. A house-to-house can-
vass, is undoubtedly the right plan,
where people are sick and tired of
meetings.

% PRACTICALLY IGNORED.”

Such is the complaint of one of our
worthy ministers in British Columbia,
and who besides has laboured in Algoma,
Manitoba, Assiniboia, and  Alberta,
against our ‘‘Church papers.” This com-
plaint, it is fair to say, is not made
as regards himself personally, but of
“our work" generally. Possibly not a
few others who do not say it, have the
same feeling. It is a pity that any
class of the Church’s servants should feel
or be practically ignored by the Church
papers or by any other class of fellow
workers, however much they may feel
that their work is not ignored by Him
who does not forget even the cup of cold
water given to a disciple. Even the
most disinterested toiler is cheered by
just appreciation. We should like to
show not merely just, but even generous
appreciation of the labours of our pa-
tient laborious missionaries, whether at
home or abroad. There are not any for
whose zeal, self-sacrifice and work we
have a higher admiration, or with whose
hardships we have a deeper sympathy
than those very missionaries in our
great Northwest, including British Col-
aumbia. If therefore, they are ignored,
it does not proceed from any intention
to do so. Neither is it for the interest
of the Church paper, even in a business
point of view, to ignore any branch of
the Chureh’'s service, or those engaged
engaged in it. The Church paper can
only live and prosper as it is in touch
with every part of the Churel’s work
and its great army of toilers. ‘Why then
this complaint of be.ng prac.dcally ignor-
ed, how does it come about ? Very largely
we believe in the missionaries themselves.
Lither they are compelled to be so con-
stantly engaged in the actual and press-
ing duties wiich each day arise in their
fields, or they are naturally averse to
writing of their own personal work. At
anyrate they do not make it known.
Others who do not know of their work
cannot, and hence it comes to pass that
it is comparatively unknown, unspoken
of, and those who are doing it ifeel prac-
tically ignored. This is how it comes
about, and we leave those who feel prac-
tically ignored to judge for themselves
where the blame lies. We can appre-

- ciate and respect that feeling of delica-

cy and modesty which makes men shrink
from spéaking of their own fields or
chronicling their own doings, and yet
they owe it to themselves and still more
to the Church at lurge to keep it awvell
informed, and so in active sympathy
with them, and the work they have to
do in their wide and needy fields. What
is to them the ordinary and common-
place, and-so apparently not worth writ-
ing about, is to the Church in  other
regions novel and full of interest. = So
good brethren in the Northwest, British
Columbia, in every part of the land, let
us hear, and through us let the Church

hear of you and your work. It WAill
greatly help us too to feel for
and with you, if you will but

do so, and it will cheer our hearts to
know of the progress of the Redeemer’s
kingdom amongst you. This work can
only be done by yourselves who arg a
part of it and in the mlidst of Iit, and
we venture to say that thousands of
hearts all over the Church will beat re-
sponsively to yours in your every trial
and every joy, if only you twill tell us
of them. No communication of realliv-
ing interest bearing upon our work of
apy kind in any part of our wide do-
main, has ever been refused a place in
the columns of this journal. Our chief
difficulty has been to get them, and es-
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pecially from that large §ind interesting
district known as our greégt Northwest.
Come, brethren, prove us in this way and
see if you will any longer be *‘practi-
cally ignored.”

MISSIONARY SERMONS.

It appears from some of our Presby-
tery reports that now is the season fOFf

_making arrangements for missionary ser-

vices, during the winter. Different 1I’res-
byteries take different methods for keep-
ing alive and stimulating interest in our
mission work. Few, we should hopé
take no definite step of any kind in thi8
direction. Some suggest excnange Of
pulpits, with a view to preaching mis-
sionary sermons ; some recommend oOr en-
join upon the stated pastor to preach &
missionary sermon once or twice a year:
and some P’resbyteries make arrange-
ment ior a series of miss.onary meetings.
Why should not all three methods De
combined ? 1t would appear to our
mind to be the most effective. LEvery
really gospel sermon should be mission-
ary in its effect, it is true; that is, it
should quicken a desire for the spread
of Christ’s Kingdom, and heip to make
every Christian more wselfi-denying and
earnest in prayer and work for this end:
But while this is so, there is much to be
said in favour of a Qistinctly missionary
sermon. And here is where many min-
isters greatly fail. It is quite possible
to attend some churches for months, ay:
and years together, without once hear-
ing a sermon specially and entirely mis-
sionary. This, surely, is g marvel, &
mistake, or worse,qand by no means a8
it should ©be, when we consider
what the last commission of our Lord
was, and what is one of the great objects
of the Churel’s existence. Once or twice
a year! Why should not missionary ser- -
mons form in a much greater degree thad
they do a chief part of the pastor’s mes-
sage? But we believe the best results
will be obtained by a combination of all
the methods mentioned. If political en-
thusiasm is to be aroused, if a railwﬁy
or a eanal project is to be boomed, iti8 -
done by holding meetings, by giving the
fullest information, by presenting the
subject in every light, and by earnest
appeal. The missionary meeting takes
the same place in the Church’s -work.
Let the most interesting facts, often not
accessible to the general reader, be given
in the most interesting way, let the sub-
ject be presented in different lights, fol
low up with earnest appeal, and good
elfects cannot but result from the mis- .
sionary meeting. It is often complalned
that these meetings are poorly attendeds
that they are not at them who ought
to be, and that those who need such &
meeting least only attend. That this
is true in many cases is well known, but
the latter class is just the one which
keeps the missionary spirit alive in the
congregation ; and for their sakes, even
though they should be comparatively
few, and for the sake of their influence
upon the missionary life of the congre-
gation, the missionary meeting and the’
missionary speech will well repay all the
labour that can be spent upon them, and
yvet again we would repeat that, &
combination o¥ all the three methods pro-
posed—the exchange of pulpits, the fre-
quent distinctively missionary sermon,
and the missionary meeting, should lead
us to expect the best aud largest results.

A MORNING IN FALL.

e .

Each seagon of the year has its owld
particular charmy and attraction, each ap-

_peals to different individuals, or to &

different kind of sentiments and feelings

" of the same individual. Spring has charm®

of its own, all but universal, winter ha8
its, summer and autumn have theirs.. Thi8
is now, as we call ‘t, beautifully, I think,
tha Fall. We are in closest contact with
it, and for the preseat !t most comncern®
us. We have in our mimd a particular
morning only a few days ago, but it may
be taken as & specimen of very many of
our Fall mornings. A soft, hasy, fleecy
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