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7WE CA4LCUTTA MUISSIONARY CON-
FERENCE.

"Tbe Cathollc Presbyterian Ilfor April contains the
fallowing summar ai the dtcennial Mlissienar>' Con-
ference revently held ai Calcutta .

i. The Conferenceco ~mmenced witlu the meibodi
et mission work. Ve.r aurally the place cf honour
was given te missionar>' Ilpreachlng," an wblch sub-
ject papars were rend and many speeches delivered.
There was noihiag pcrhaps very nov to bc said. It
semed ta be thougbî that, ina the past, missionar>'
preachrcrs had been ofien 111 prepared for the work,
espeýclitlly in respect of a tborough knoteledge of the
vernacular languages.

Tht place afII "Hgber Christian Education "as a
missionar>' Instrument obtained a cordial recognition.
The Rev. Mr. Blackct et thn Church Missionar>'
Society, a member cf the Educationai Commission
vbich bas been for soma months moving about aver
Iridta, said ihat bis Interesti n missionar>' schools bad
been net a litîla quickened by tba cvidenca wblch bad
laid>' bean givan n l its hearlng. Man>' natives had
testified in ther faveur. On tht aiher band, the bostl.
iîy whlch had been manifested te tbem b>' natives and
others vas unequivecal evideace eftibcir power. A
Canadian Baptisi -Iln vernacular missionaryn, as ha
called himsclf-mentioned thai la bik eva field ha
had liait expericace enough ef the ativantages cf tbe
Higher educaîlon, and ba expressed tht strong desire
that it should be strengthened at ever>' possible point
and la ever>' possible way. IlAs the tima goas byl,
ho sald, Ilits work vii appear to ha more and more
Important;" Dr. Chester, cf the Amnerican Board of
Missions, spoke la the saine strala, stating that due-tg
tht twanty-one years hae hnd spent la Indira ha had
telt the "lgrcauiut obligation Ilte those men vbo w=r
worldng it. IlThe General Assembly's Institution,"
anoiher Ametrican testlfied, I. i dolag a grat work."

At the sanie tiare, i should hc said that thera wera
sema dissonant notes. Mr. Ml'Grevr, cf the Methodiat
Episcopal Mission, affirmed that tht IlpolIcy cf hlgh
English education la the Presidency tawn had provedl
a fallure. IlWhere," hae asks, Ilare tht thousand cf
yeung men mouldzsd by Duif and Murdoch and
Wilson? Thty are net in tbis assemb>'. Thuey are
la the Brame Somaj." Havever ibis may' be, ve
believe that the state ot mattars among Engllsh-
spaaklag aducated Hindeos is very différent from vha
ht voulti have been if tht>' bat aIl gai their training
ia tht presidency colleges. Tht acting principal of
tht Seranipore Institution declared that thougb ho
could tnt net tell cf a single convert, hae stil belleved
.n his verk. His pupils let hlmt vith their attit"dce
tovards Christianit>' entirel>' altered.

la regard te "lMass,» or"I Lover »oducation, vhich,
in oae aspect or another, was ver>' frequently roferred
to in the Coafercoce, ail missions nuake usa cf that ;
and lu varieus terinis it la useti as distinctive>' avan-
gallstic. There are as many as 4,350 native Christi=n
tenchers, an incras cf more thau -2,o0 silice 1871 ;
and vhai is cf special ierest, tht lacrease cf non-
Chrùian leachers in mission schools is slight. The
Propagation Soiety' seis in this a gcod example. Tan
years ago its Christian and non-Cristian teachers
venu jus: about equal la number, nov it bas 645 cf
the former and cal>' ieo et tht latter.

Among other tarms of mission vork cf whicb notice
vas taken ln the Congrass, we ma>' mcniion Sabhath
schools, vhhch have been conducted with grat vigour
and success, aspecial>' b>' tht American Mathodists,
medical missions, orphanages, boarding schoals, etc.
Tht ver>' toucblag and siing tact vas stalcd b>' the
chairnian cf tht Conference, Sir H. Ramisay', that
during the yoar 300 girls had been hapflsed la a ler=
asyluni.

2. Another set cf papers dealt with work among
Mohammnedans, Aboriginal tsibes, and EngI½..sfeak-
ing Hindus. Ona hait cf tht Indian Moaanmedans,
it la stated, are te bc tound la Bengal. Tht>' are there
"lthe poor and Illiterate ; Iland la their ignorance and
bigotry, se for as conversions are conc=red, retain an
almosi unhuokea front. But i sema cîher parts cf
indla Mobaxmeodanism la Itess rigid aLd immovabIe.
in tht north and north-west, Western iluences are
telling. A aew Momlem school has arisen, tht leader
c1 which "1professes te have studled ail modr MUli
gions, and claim drat in Mcha rnedaisn ha fiuida
the raconcilintion cf tht spirit Of tLie Ioran and the
Bible with modern disc-over>.n And Syed Ahmed
Khan us rue: a mare spacu) nier. He bas built a callege

at Allgarb, ln whicb bis views are carried out. The
ioundation*stone vas laid elght years ago by Lord
Lytton, and nov vu arm teld It bau the names ot
neauly 30o students on lIs relis. Accordlig ta the
chaiman of the Educationai Commission, ibis re-
matkabla Institution, Ilrecognl:ing the special spirit-
ual needs oi the Mohammedan youths, bases ils teath-
inC on the tru tAs û/ lVeitern rdlenci." Soxnething of
the saine spirit ci compromise, It Ie said, bas been
mianifesting itself ln Southera Indin. What m.y
conte of ibis ItIi. bard te may. Iti flont without lIs
dangers, as a Scotch niisslonary isuggested; ,ad cor-
talny lis significance, tramn a Christian point cf vlev,
may'b. g=etly'orcr estlmatc. 1:s)am, Jaximd phloso-
phicai, mn>' bc tound less friendly to Chrlstlaclty than
Islam traclitional and hlgoted.

Peculiar>' ànteresung and very important, as va
think, vere the papers and speeches on Il Vork
arnong Loger Caste Hindoos and Aboriginal Tuibes."
It vas stated ibai ibese two classes iorm a majorlty of
the population of liengal, and a large proportion cf
tbo entire population of Indla. Tht>' are ver>' acces.
sible--no Ilnational, physical, social, or govermental
obstacles"~ bar the vay te themn But the>' are flot
on>' accessibla-tbay are friendi>'; tbe preacher
scarcel' ever faits ta get a cordial welcoma (rom "Ilts.
common people.» Aniong smorn f the thlnly scattered
meniain tioa the success bas net been great ; but
amu.g the Cales and tbe Santhals the converts are
counted b>' tbousads. The Cbiritia population of
Cbota-Nagpore, in connection with Gos:ncr's Mission,
amnounits te ores 30oooo. The organlzation cf nativej
paliers, eiders, catechiuis, and teachers, appears ta bc
ver>' comple. A theological setainar>', in which
tvelve natives are studying for the minlstry, is aise ln
operation. IlThe converts, saiti ane cf tbe mis3ion-
aries, "have a very encoaraging mlinar spirit,
and tbeir Uves tel! powertaly on their hecathen neigh-
bours. Tha Cole Christians are wooderful>' ilrple
and powerful la prayer.» Among the Ranthals tbu
work Is full of hope. "lA good-hearted lot they are, M

sald ana Who commencedl iqork srnong tbem ten
ycar ago, and nov reports fifteen villages in whlch
Christ lz wershippcd. "Na wcrk, says a Church
Missionar>' Society' man, «Ils more lnteresting or
successil tibm that being carriad on aniong the San-
thals. And the wlnnlng af thesa trihes te Chirist, let
it be remenibered, would cet bathe wiunlag cf a few
thousand rnountalneers, but ci a nation, for tht>' num-
ber net lem than tbret millions.

The past decade, too, wltnmsed notable success
among the lover classes of Hindoos. At Ongola ia
the Madra Presidency. tha American Bapiisu report
20,000 converts, most>' gathered ln ince 1878. In
that year a great mavement commenced. It bas gene
stead-Jy on ever since at the rata ofifrora 1,5oo te ,ooo
converts a year.

Net a vuy hopeful field cf mission vork is afforded
ln the Engllsh-speaking iadoo. FrMM tbe thought-
fuzi paper af Mr. Alaxader of thea Free Church Mission
at Madras, on through &Ul that followed, there vas
very UItile te encourage. Thoa clas referred ta, new
very numerous, It sac=a bard te rach. Separated te
semai wxent Coin their can peuple, and yet kept at
arm's length by Enropeans, they are net ln a position
likel>' ta r.inister te sweetness of temper. Ont, -e.
mark painfuliy struck us. It vas said or hinîed that
ibesc people were net expected te maire their appear-
ance in the English Churches There are other castes
besides those of Hindoos Tht Baboas oi the smaller
towns-were, as Weil as la th. presidential capitals,
the>' are numerous-are ver>' accessible te Christian
laflucaca

3. Another subject was the IlSelf-support and Self-
propagation of the Native Church."1 Things are
great>' more advanced la this respect than mian yhave
any nation oL Twenty years ago the Tinnevelly
Mi.ssion was carried on b>' sixcteen European mission-
aries. Now it bas only four Europtans, one of them
the Bishop, and the other three exigaged in educa.
tiov£l work. The pastoral work là; in the hands cf
natives, and the native contributions amen ta j2,500

a yaar. "Our imil Missions,» said a native C. M.
paster,"I have niada much progress in Self-rule and
soa advance la Church extenision. The native
Council is bona »-d-the chÈirman, secry, and
members ail being natives» The C. M. S. Santha
convmrs brud theïr ava chapela and pa>' more
than hallfthe stpends of the native clergy. We have
sean tirat the Gossaer Mission is largel>' wrougbî b>'
native pasters and =ctecbicts ; the>' gel bauf their sup-

port (romn tht native congtagatlons. IlMy tirst mission
field," salid tht Rov. Ml. Timpan>' of the Canadian
l3mptist Mission, "v as Nouerae. Ai tht end of six
years thora vert beiveen 700 and 80e communicants ,
and ion village school-housa chapels gara counpleied.
and ivelva more were a.buuiidlng. The ont>' oulside
help tht people gai vas (rom the Central Church,
whlch gava to cach erecîlca a door, a wlndov, and
fuve rupcesY I kaev"I sald Mr. Timpan'," Il tat
Indian Chriutians viii giva oui af iheir poyory.M In
Ceyloa, tht American Boeard cf Foreign Missions bas
thirteen native churchas, ail but thice of theni self
suîppanting. Thei ,ooomemhers net mare!>suipport
their ami ininisters in a suliable manne:, but tht>'
contrihute£7o a yoar for native mimsions. A native
Caylonese havlag a humble Govcrnment appolimont,
vil! contrihuta an annual sum, ni the tbought of whlcb
a hroad-ncred laird vould net long ago have grown
pale, and whlcb would have startled even a stiff Wel-
te. do Seceder accusiomed te put is hand in is pocket.

NVe shail brlefly alltdm te the papers on Il Womnn'à
%Vork ln the Indian Missienar>' Fleld.» Thora--al
b>' ladies-vert nt tho leasi netahle. Tlne Eurasian
andi Foreign Female Mission agents have lncrascd
b>' more than n forth, anti tht Zenana pupis Lavca
grava front 2,0.1 9,000o. Mort remakablo sîll,
a thousand matre native Chiistian fernales are la the
miss!on-field ln u88u than ln 1871. Everytblag indi.
cates still greatar progrous la the ceming years.

ADVICr. TO CON V£RTS.

The Chrisian character o! malt persona Who unita
widi tht Church is pracicall>' dciermined the furst few
moaîhs cf their Church experlence. Il tht>' bagin b>'
cultivatlag a habit o! cheertul ohodienca to dut>', for
axaniple, if Oua>' begin b>' modestl>' taklng part in
social meetings, as a ruile, this wiîs b. a preparation
fer usefulness. Thera are se man>' uitent Chrstians,
from vbomn yen nover hear, andi tram wbomn la con.
versation you cao scarcely get anyihing satisfactor'.
Begin b>' feeling that yeu are a pari of tht chuurcb and
have your vork te do, and futbermora do it.

Be an intelligent Cirisîlan, a Bible render andi a
Bible student. Bt intelligent la the vark of ycur
church and denomination. Take a goand deoemina.
tioea' paper and rend ut.

Rend missioary inteligence, beome and foreigui.
Inform yourselves about denominatlonal sociloues,
eduicational matters, se that il God gives yau men>'
as you advanca la lite, you nia> know bave to use it
visely as His -'Qavard.

Be an Intelligent, large. mindcj, great-hearteti Chrus.
tian.

Bt a benavolent Christian. 'l his is the besi type
cf a Christian; den't vait te bave large sumas te give
baera yen bagia te givt; that palicy is destre>'îag
tht usefulness cf thousands un our churches ; but
bagin ta giva witi the huitt you have nov. Foui the
habit cf regular giving and et s>'stemnatic giving. Set
apart se much cf wbai yau recelve, and giva i visely
andi for tht love you bear Christ,

Be an hanet Chrustian. Neveu utak ativantage of
yonr chuuch niembersbip for peusenal ends. Never
barrove mena>' if yau can possibl>' help or avoid i u,
and wee yau do, thon pa>' i wben you puomised iut,
if yen have te sel! the shees off your (cet. Iceep your
word if ut kdI you. Tf yeu are a Christian you c.an
afford te die, but if you ara a Christian you cas
affotd ta lit.

Again, support yaur church. This is not chat>'
noir la h benevoleace; it is debt. Your covariant
voves hiati yeu te tht support of yeur cburch j guve
wbat you tel God will appreve and hIess.

Final>', attend the meetings ef your chnrch on the
Sabbath, tht Sabbath school, the social meetings ai
tht week. Work for yaur church. Lova it, and
chrih is good ane, andi the gond ane of uts mrnm
bers and offucers.

Be an carnest, growing, happy', faithful Christiaq.
For the Master bas aeed cf sucb, and sucb Chrisuans
make a !ive church.

Evnutv mernlag, baera yon sec the face ut men,
reister thls prayer ilaeven . IlHold Thon me up
and I shall be safc, andi I shah bhave respect nto TIi>
smatutef- continuay.>' Are you galag dcwnstairs
without that prayer? Thea you nia>' fal! laie sin ai
tht brealdast table. i ou mx>' lose your tempes,
and a til not verdi ne: ucing nia>' Iput yen off the
tram-Uins for the day. rberefore, pua> ere tht cu
moves--.Sp *w'on,


