284

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

KINGSTON WOMAN'S F. M. SOCIETY.
PUBLIC MEETING.

‘The annual public meeting of the Woman's Foreign
Missionary Society uf the Presbytery of Kingston, in
conncction with the Presbytenan Church in Canada,
was held on the evening of February ioth, in Chal-
mers’ Ghurch, Kingston. ‘The church was well filled.
The Rev. IF. McCuaig occupied the chair, and the Rev.
T. G. Smith, Princaipal Grant, and Prof. Mowat, occu-
pied the platfurm, with the Rev. My, Millingen, from
Turkey, who had come to Kingston at Principal Grant’s
request, to address the students of Queen’s University.
After the usual openming eacrcises, the Rev. Mr. Mc-
Cuaig introduced the object of the meeting. He said
that the Kingston Woman's Forcign Missionary So.
ciety was a youthful one, but it had already made fts
mark, in stimulating interest in female missions not
only in the city, but in the surrounding towns and vil-
lages. He hoped that it would soon have its number
of auxiliaries increased, and be able to accomplish its
present object of supporting a lady nussionary of its
own in Central India. The Rev. Prof. Mowat then

rcad the
ANNUAL REPORT.

The Woman's Foreign Missionary Society of the Prasby.
tery of Kingston in connexion with the Presbyterian Church
in Canada, in reporting the sccond year of its cxistence, feels
that 1t 1s sull only beginming wori, and that it must look
furwant to progress in the futute rather than back on the
past.  The membenhip of the huciely has slightly ingreased
during the ?'car, and now numbers seventy-two, which, how-
ever, s still far from being an adequate representation of the
three Presbytenan congregauons of Kingston,  \With a view
to formuing auxihiary svcicties throughout the Presbytery,
cach“congregation was communicated with carly in the year,
and in three cases successfully, Auxiliary Societies having
been formed at Gananoquc, Trenton, and Portsmouth, in the
vicinity of Kingston. The Society still hope to succeed
organizing an auxiliary in each congregation, espeaally as
the Presbytery has already given to 1t entdorsement and ap-
proval. With a view to making the Socicty more avowedly
a Mresbyterial one, i's name hias been changed to that of the
Woman's Foreign "ﬁSSIOB:!I’K Society of the Presbytery of
!Gng:iton in connection with the Presbyterian Church in
Canada.

Fifty dollars was, last April, voted by the Society for the
purpose of employing a Hible woman at Madras, India, and
was remitted to Edinburgh through the Juvenile Mission
Scheme for that end.  As, however, it was found impiacti-
cable to warry out the original design, it was agreed that the
sum sent should be devoted to aiding Miss Prigot’s work in
Calcutta. It has been agreed for the futute to devote the
receipls of the Society towards the support of Miss Forrester,
onc of the lady missionaries just sent out to India, and one
hundred and ﬁftf:hdollus have beea remitted to Dr. Reid for
that purpose. The Society would look forward,—when suf-
ficiently reinforced by Auxliary Socicues throughout the
Kingston Presbytery, —to undertaking this lady’s entire sup-

rt

po\Vorking patties were held during last winter and spring,
in connection with the Socicty, and =5 the fruit of their fabors
they were able to send a box of work to India, kindly con-
veyed by the Rev Joha Cmig&. missionary fromthe Baptis{
Church inCanada. A valuable box of work was contributed
by the ladies of Renfrew, which was sent to India by the
same opportuaity, along with a similar contribution from
Fergrus, Ont. . )

In conclusion, the Society venturesto hope that the year
on which it is now entering will bemarked by an intrease of
interest, zeal, and liberality which will enable the Society to
be of much more matenal service in advancing its ultimate
object—the extension of Christ’s kingdont and the spread of
His light and truth among the ignorant and unhappy inmates

of the Zenanas of India.
A. M. MACHAR, Cor, Sec.
A. E. DicksoN, Ree. Sec,

TREASURER'S STATEMENT.

Dr. :
Balance from dast b S . $ 48
Collection at public mecting..........00 18
Donation..cceeieeaiocinenenions ae 30 0O
Thankofferiog voovenieiinninon vieeee 4 87
Members® contributions................ 90 35
$202 28
Cr.
Printing and stationery..... «....ooeo.. $ 950
Mr. Tinpany’s expenscs...... ... ..... 1000
Advertising .ccoeeeniiiniieeinnenanss 1 00
Exprress on BOX.e.iiniiiananns . 118
Remitted for Hible woman............. 50 00
Balance onhand, o .oeneeenen. Ceveenee 130 63
[ - » .
:.:z:-'.r_ i t. $202 28
T3 SADDITIONAL
Received from Aaxiliary Socicties. ... .. $ 4012
Remutted to Dr. Reid towards Miss Fer-
resters safarg.. ..ol poeeees 150 00
Leaving balance in hand, $29.75.

W. FRASER, Treasurer
REPORT OF TORTSNOUTH AUXILIARY.

Since the beginning of the past year women's missionary
mectings have been held on the fist Thinsday, of every
month, in the Y.M.C.A. room, Portsmonth. So mnch in-
terest was manifested that a branch of the Kingston Suciety

-this he would endeavor to do by speaking of what

was orpanized in March last. The attendance continues

fair. ‘Ihere are eighteen members, Monthly contributions,

from March to December inclusive, amount to $22. 37.
REPORT OF TRENTON AUNILIARY.

The Treaton Auxiliary to the Kingston \Woman's Foreign
Mission:\?' Soctety was formed May 15, 187‘], and wonthly
meetings have been held since then, on the fizst Tuesday of
each month. The Socicty has eighteen members, and has
sent $10 to be added to thecontributions of the K. W, F.M.S,
towards the support of Miss Forrester.

REPORT OF GANANOQUE AUXILIARY.

The Gananoque Auxiliary to the Kingston Woman's
Foreign Musstonary Society, organized May 17, 1877, now .
numbers thirteen members.  Four have paid for the {cear
ending July, 1878; five for six months ending December,
1877. Amount received, $16.75.

A fourth Ausxiliary has just been organized at Mill Point,
from which of course there is as yet no report.

The Rev. Mr. Millingen, lately returned from Con-
stantinople, moved the report, regretting his inability
to speak to the Socicty from personal observation, of
their own work in India. It was, however, sometimes
well to provoke a right jealousy in good works, and

Christian Missions had done in Turkey. First, he ex-
plamed the condition of the Mission field. There ex-
isted in the Turkish Empire five different forms of re-
ligion,—the Coptic, Nestorian, Greek and Armenian
forms of Christiamity in different parts of the empire,
and the religion of the empire itself, the Mohamme-
dan. Without going into details, he would remark
that, practicaliy, these Christian forms of faith werein
docinne and practices very similar to Roman Catholi-
cism. Therc was, however, much less spintual life in
these churches than in the Roman Catholic Church,
which may be accounted for by the lower awilization
around them, avilization being 2 powerful agent in
quickening the intellect and strring the heart and de-
veloping the whole being. Mohammedanism was
practically a sort of Unitartamism, but of a much lower
type than the Unitariamsm which we know, clevated
by Christianity. The rchigious feeling was so blend-
ed with the national feeling and prejudice, that
the religious bigotry of the people was as much due
to the antagonism of race as to any other cause. He
gave an instance of a young Bulgarian of real piety
who had joined his communion, but who would not
sever his connection with the Greek Church, because
he would thereby ceasc to bea Bulganan. This un-
willingness to give up the nationality, to throw off the
traditions and associations of race, 1s onc of the great-
est obstacles to the progress of missions. People do
not realize this. They expect the truth to prevail at
once when presented by the missionaries. They for-
get that the Turk holds what he believes true as ten-
aciously as docs the Christian.  The more he under-
stood human nature, the more he was surpnsed, not
at the slowness of Christian missions, but that missions
make any progress at all.  They must not be surprised
at the reports they may receive from Indore of few
converts. The work is hard work. There isa tre-
mendous force to oppose it, and it must be mét by a
tremendous force in its turn.

The Amcerican Missions, which were #42 missions in
Turkey, were begun in Syria in 1820, ang in Constan.-
tinople in 1831. The missionaries reach the so-called
Chnstian population on the common ground of the
Bible, which they reccive as the Word of God, and
possess in their ancient languages; though, as these
are now obsolete, they have lost it as a living power.
When they get the Bible in their own languags they
can see for themsclves the errcrs of the superstitions
they have been taught, and are willing to approach the
missionary for further teaching. He related an llus-
tration of the good which had been done among the
Turks by placing Bibles in the inns, or public houscs,
—places, however, in which nothing stronger than
coffec was drunk.  The American missignaries, being
men of wonderful common sense, have established
schools, and so raised the whole tone of education;
and have called forth expressions of gratitude for hav-
ing stimulated cverything relating te education in the
communitics 1n which they have Iabored. As the re-
sult of their labors during fifty years, there is a native
Protestant community numbering 30,000-the figures
being those of the Turkish Government, which enrolls
cvery man according to the religion he professes.
These arc known by the term “ Evangelical”—our
word “ Protestant” having no significance there, This
Evangelical community has 8,000 communicants, and
295 ciementary day-schools for children, numbering
13,000 pupils. Besides thesce, there are high schools
for boys and three bLoarding schools for girls, which
cducate teachers and the uscful misionary wives of

native pastors. ' One of these, called the “Palace
Beautiful,” he described, in which a substantial and
excelient education was given, and in which the Mon-
treal ladics had fumished two rooms, so that in this
work Canada wasrepresented.  There were also three
colleges on the American systemy, and a fourth about
to be added, some of them having much-needed medi-
cal departments; and five Theological seminaries, for
the American missionaries refused to become pastors
of native churches, but endeavored to make them inde-
pendent and self-supporting by training native pastors.
The desire for liberty, now making itsedf felt in Tyr-
key, is due in a great measure to the presepce of
American missionaries, because these have been truc
to themselves and to their beliefs; and for' this yery
reason Robert College was cpposed for seven years.
The orations of its students now breathed a spirit of
manliness and a love of frecdom aimost unknown be-
fore. Nolands were so interesting to Chfistians as
these Eastern lands.  But the people of the countries
where the Chtistian faith first took root have forgotten
what Christianity is. He hoped that ag the old Cru-
sades had gone forth to rescye the holy places from
the Moslem, so a new Crusade, echoing more truly the
old cry, “ God wills it,” might go forth to rescuc these
old lands trom the chains of falschuod and super-
stition. T
Principal Grant followed Mr. Millingen, and ex-
pressed his warm appreciation of that gentieman’s
kindncss in speaking so willingly on the present utea-
sion as well as in the afternoan, and for the interesting
accounts he had given from personal knowledge, Hce
felt the difficulty of makmg a transition from th¢ sub-
ject of Turkey, in which Mr. Millingen hag sp inter-
csted all present, to-another sulject more especially
our own. Hec would say, all honor to the American
missionarics of whom we had heard, and hoped and
prayed that whatever might be the result of the pre-
sent struggle, their great philanthropic and educational
cnterpriscs might not be crushed by either Turkish or
Russian fanaticism. He hoped, also, that w& might
zealously follow the example of our American neigh.
bors and brethren, since by such things nations them-
selves prosper.  Some are afraid of the few thousands
sent out of the country for Foreign Missions, but think
nothing of the hundreds of thousands sent away for
wines, and spirits, and cigars, and extravagancesof all
sorts—money which, if sunk in Ontarjo, would never
be missed. The present mecting was a practical one
and meant to lead to practical issues. He hoped
it might have issues as practical as had the Jagt meet-
ing of this Society, when Mr. Tinpany’s address had
stirred the heart of one lady to give herself to the mis-
sionary work in India, and she was now preparing to
go thither under the auspices of the London Mission-
ary Society. We do not hold meetings to /2%, but to
inspire to work. The rcport mentioned what had
been done and what was to be done. Thie ‘Society
wished to undertake the support of a lady inissiosjary
in India, and to do this, must duuble what hassbeen
done in the past. Surely this might be done by a
great effort.  He was glad that the constitution of the
Society made no limitation as to membership. Al
who contributed what they could might be.anembers.
It was a strange limitation which would have kept out
the giver of the two mites. He hoped that miny
would give liberally, but it was not the amount of the
moncy merely, but the sympathy and prayers as well,
that availed. When missions were unsuccessful, it
was the Church which wasto blame. Weé ask our
converts to make sacrifices we little appreciate—asso-
ciations of race, family, all they have beenacctstomed
to hold dcar—what sacrifices are we willing to'make?
He hoped that cvery woman in the Presbygerian con-
gregations of Kingston would co-operate in this work,
and even women in other congregations which had
not a similar mission’ of their own, for the missionary
work is one which should break dawn sectarian divi-
sions, and bring Christians together in a common work
oflove. He trusted and believed from the tofie of the
Presbytery, that in every congregation. in.the, Presby-
tery there would soon be an-auxiliary,.and hoped that
the mnonthly mectings of the Sucicty would keep up a
lively interest in ifs work.  He wished that the Socicty
knew Miss Formrester personally—the daughter of, Dr.
Forrester, 2 man whose name was a houschold word
in"Nova Scotia, 2 minister who had throwri himsclf
into its educational work, and had delped to give.itsts
free public-school system. She was well-qualified to
tcach at home or abroad. She had left Home and
fricnds and gone to India—not from any motive that



