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ANBWER TO 4 D0 YOU LOVE MEM

@ty

BY MILTON W, HENILEY,
ant——

Do llove thee? Tell thee truly
The deep meaning of that smile?
Naught iy means bat « you are doarest,”
And oot « frizndly” all the while,

Vet, combined within my nature
8o to make all round me itght,

Free toall who ocourt Ita favors
Yet alone to thee most bright,

Dol love thes? Can the glances
That you cherish from mine oyes

Bes granted freely {0 all others
Whou tis thee alone I prize?

And, 1ke 1ampes thst kindly mavor,
All that are baneath thelr rays,

I would be a beaoon-bright-light
But to gnide thee on thy ways.

Do T love thee? There’s a deeper
Moaning in each ‘word and tons,

When it falls upon thy beavring,
And *tis moant for thue alone—

Not se soft and a0 enchanting
Almed to fall on others' sars,

Bot to wake thy hsart to gladneas;
Baliove me, nearest—still thy fears.

Dollovethes? Mind the prossure
Of the hand. That sends a thril)

To thy heart whans’er you olasp it,
For *Uis given with s will,

Meaning alwayd movre than triendahip,
More than kindness on my part,

You have mine already, dearest,
May I claim yourhand and heart®

A NYSTERY.

w—

CHAPTER L

At No. 10, Crawley street, Pitborough, Uved
Mr. Hartley, ths uncle of my friend John
Ormerod, who had often spoken to me of the
old man's peculiarities, and among other things
had stated that as his unclo was s bachelor ho
expected to inherit his property. This, If re-
vort spoke the truth, was considerable; for old
Hariley, although he lived in & very mean
faghion, was reputed to be rich, and was gener-
ally known as « ths miser.”

Crawley sireot was not exactly ths place that
aman of wealth would be expectod to choose
for his dwelling: it was & poor shabby strect in
the suburbs of Plthorough, s manufecturing
town, many of the honsos in which were let out
to Jodgers, and indced £ belfevs No. 10 waa the
only bouse that was not so underlet; but thers
Yr. Hartley had beon born, and there he had
expromod his intention of dying, and there,
masnwhile, he livad with one old servant,

John Ormercd was a constant visitor at
Pitborough, by ths old msn’ invitation, but
the 1stter with characteristio meannoss acldom
reoeived his nephew as his gnest. - d thenonly
to dine with him now and.shen. .no
©ourse was for the younger man toremain at
some botel daring his stay, where he was ex-
Peotsd 1o entertain his uncle when his ugole
was not disposed to entorialn him, which was
vrotty often. I zall this a characteristic mean.
vory Eonercms G0 his morbvre Lrrtiey was

(] nephew, sup him
liharslly with money: but 1t was tn these
small things, In the giving of dinners and so on,
that his avarico scemod to master h'm ; ke had
0o obfection. 20 giving money, dut gradged
sparding it. 80 althoogh Ormerod was wont to
laugh at his uncle’s eccentricities (behind his
haak, of course, for he bad expectations), he
had an affection for him which, I belleve, was
not wholly interested, and always showed great
plesstre when called down to Pitboroogh, a
plassyre which I uged to think was in somo
measire asdamed, not knowing then ths troe
TeasoR for it

In the anttmn of the year 18— ooourred the
evonta which I am about to rolate. Ormgrod
Wwas &way oa one of his Pitborcagh visits, and
I was by myself in London, !nsnythm:h'buza
cheerfl framo of mind; for X wasouat of em.
ploFmeat and. it & word, bard ap-—80 hard ap
indoed that I was anxiously walting for my
friend's return, In order to borrow a sorTaaign
or ¢{wo of him, for he always retarned with
moaey in his pocket. One day I bad dined on
& 00D of coffoe and & roil—I could afford no
tore—and having vory minutely axamined
the advortlsements sand foung nothing thas
would at all sult me, tumed to the newa part
:{ht‘!;;mpmwhennmm tho fret paragraph

grooted MYy ocyeo was entd “
hdogl Marder.” 4 g Hed = Mys-

«0On Taesday morning, Pitborough angd its
vicinity was thrown into & state of grect ox.
citement, by a most

;ubxllhobtdn

¢h sosording to his was
locked, her guspiclons were ronsed, and she
sgmmonsd § poliseman to her cum:neo, by

SR the e wee dewelliy emiers, wiea

! the unfortunate m'an was found desd {4 hisbad,
‘ mundered in the moat frightful manner, Me.
‘dioal aid was at onoe sent for, but withont
* avall, a4 life had been extinet somo hours. His | trying to avold them If T do that. Tahsil rejarn
; esoritoire had been broken open, but whether | to Pithorough to-morrow morning, atd letthem
' any money had hesn taken from it cannot be j do thelr worst; bosidaa, I most be present o

asoertained, as the daceasad was vary uncom. 1 alout the funers’ and attend the in.

wunicative onncerning hiv affairg, but it ts be. | quest, Perhaps they will warn me not to give
“1fovod he kept his money there. What renders | evidence to Incriminstes myself,” headded bitter

o And what do you propose doing now? Do
yon remain in London t*
uNo,” de replied, vthey will think I em

" the case more mysterious, is that the door and | 1y, st hut T must be there.”

window were bolb fastenad an the 1naids; but

“Can you lend me five pounda?™ I aked

‘' thé police are sald to havo obtained a olus to | abraptly.

‘the murderer, which they are rnergirtically
' follow'ng up, and we hope tn our naxt isane to
! raport his appreheraion.”

To say that I was shocked on roading thia

would be too strong a word; I was startled, but

ply.

He looked somewhat disgusted at my think.
Ing of such a thing at that moment, but took &
note from his pooket at once, and handed it to
me.

«To gavs 1t to me,” he Bald, 1¢the laat time I

" the uppermost theughi in my mind wax that | gaw him.”

w~w my fend would be a rich mar; for it
must be rem 'mbered that Mr. Hartley was &
: perfect strangor to me, and it was perhaps na.

| tural tbat I should think more of the good that

thad befallen the one I knew, than of the evit !

that had befallen the other.
T thought a good deal about the naws para.
graph that day, having but little to oocupy me,

! oinated did T beoome by one porifon of the
i newspaper report, nemely, that relating td the
fastening of the door and window. ? had always
hag a mnoy, perhaps it was a morbid fanoy, for
anravelling the mystericus; there was a sort
of deteotive Instinet within me, which I was
always wishing to indalge, and the strange cir.
rumstanoe of the murdersr havinglocked him-
«alf out roused 13 at onoe.

Thers was a fine opportunity of exercisiig
my talents in my friend’s service, and I deter
mirad, If the next dey’s paper did not olear up
the mystary, 10 write to Ormerod and offer to
asmiat {n tracking the criminal. But that lotter
was prevented, and in an unexpectsd manner,
for[as I sat that evening thinking over the
matter and amoking my pipo, Ormerod him.
self walked in.  Ee was nervaus and agitated,
and without a word of greeting, plunged at
onos into the subjoct.

«You have hexrd of the terrible affulr, have
younnot, Qe ? It was in tho paper thismomn.

& Yes,” I gald, 4T have read {3.”

«8hooking, shooking! It has quite upset
me. I dined with him last night, and this
morning—but you don't know the worst—gdod
Heaven, I think I shall go mad with 1t all1”

uNot the wore” 7 I gaid.

«No. They say the pollos have got a olue.”

1shrugged my shoulders anad epid, « We ali
know what that means—-nothing at all.”

* It moans something!
they suspect mo I

«Youl” T exclaimed, for I was fairly sur.

“Yea; thoy have zet & watchupon me. Iam
followsd wherever I go. They have followed
metup here, and are watching this house even
now. Tl tell you what it is, G—-: thin la &
most anhappy busineas; but the truth s that
when that murder waas committed T was away
from my hotel, T did not retarn until a very lste
hour, and that hasicome to their knowledge.”

«But, my good follow,” sald I, «“that ia the
simplest matter intho world. Let va go Gvor

doubt we shall bs able not only to soccoant for
every minuts of your absenoe, but fAind credible
witneases to support us.  If that {s their only
evidenoa their suspicions will soon be iald.”

But heshook his head, and sald nervoaaly,
uNo, I can't—T can't.”

«Noussnse,” T roplisd, as cheertully o= I
could; “bring your mind to it as steadily as
you can and you will soon remember.”

«You don’t undorstand,” he satd; #1 do re.
member perfectly where I was, and I was with
one fparson all the while; but that person—
Look bers, G——, I'Nl tell you the whole atory;
and then you will see in how unplexsant a post-
ilon I am placed.”

It seems that, {n his visits to Pithorough, he
had mads tho aocquaintance of a young lag
named L——, thedanghterof a very rich mtmi
freturer, with whom he had fallen In fove as
first sight, and thas rat aigbt was in churoh. I
confess, that from what Ormerod told me, I
was not imnrossod with a very favorable opin-
fon of Miso L, sithough in hit eye, she was,
of oourse, &n angel. 8hoa seemod to be & valn,
®iddy, thoughtloss girl, who, having observed
his admiration, xavo hima a good doalof en-
ooursgement. The result was that a elandes.
tine ocorrespondance was ostadlished betwsen
ttg; two, whiol had lasted for a considerabls

2.

He retained suficlent senss to know well
that 3. L— wasfartooproad and rich 2 man
over to favor his mit, and 50 was only too ready
to enter into this romantio intrigue, owlminsd.
ing in that unfortunate appointment on the
night of the murder. Mr, Le-— was away OO
business, and bis daughter had taken this op-
portonity of rocelving young Qrmerod; bul as

ox0ept her own raald, who was the go.batween
{n the afair, it was necossary that they shonld

admitting her lover, and henos it happensd
that ho did not retarn to his hotal, natll 5o late,
and suspicion was directed towards him.

“Aud now you see,” ho said in oconclusion,
« why 1eannot seeount for my time. § bsdre-
ther b suspecied for sver than oast the lsast
slain apon her name. 8hswill know the roason
of my sllence, and that is sufMcient.”

1 knew Rim too well (0 try arguments upen
bim now. 1 simply made a mental ooto of the

and the more T thought about it the more fs. |

I means this, ul«l‘|

the clicumstances togethor, and I have no'

it was important that noone should know it

wall until the other servania had retirod befos.

 TOURE IMAT'A DA ANA MAIN, DR HBI Eide

a “V:hn was your purposs in coming to Lon.

on ¥* .

1. My purposs was s foolish one,” hy satd
bitterly; «I thought you michi have assisted

| e in my trauble, given me some advios, done
vomeibing, Heaven knows what! Now I will

€0 back agatn.*

«Good,” T sald, “I will do something, Now
listen to mo, Ormerod, and don't fiy away with
tho jdes that I am a selfsh brute. I want
| money badly enough, T admit, but I 4iQ not ask
i thin for mysalf, as you ahall see. Tha police

think they havs got hold ofa olus, which we
I know to ba a false one, and therefore they are
, utterly uteleas for our purposs, Thay are .
lowing the wrong man, and will persist in fhl.
lowing him, whereas we want to get holdof the
j right one. Weo will lsave them to thelr task, If
| Yau please, and I will undertake todo your do.
tective business for you, I have not matured
my plans yet, but I know this, that X can do
ncthing without money, and there it {a. At what
timo does your train leave to.morrow morn.

ing t*

s At eight o’clook™

1. “Very well; I ahall most likely xo down by

the naxt traln, or at any rate in tha oourse of
the day, and we shall meet again in Pitborough;
but whe we do, above all things remember
this, that we have never met before. Doun't
speak to me unless Ispeak to you. .And now
tell me all the particulars you xnow."

Hs had not mueh {o tell, the stm of his in.
, formation baing as fallows:—0n the mtal even.
, ing he had dined with Mr. Hartley athis house;
| the old man was particularly chesrful that

ovening, had given him notes to the emount
of fifty pounds, and when his nephaw took his
1 leave ratbar earller than usual insuch oocoa.
; sions, had gone anplessanfly near the truth by
, aaking jooularly if she couldn't walt a little,
When he left thers was only Mr, Hartley and
| the old servant in the bouss,  The latter, who
{ was very deaf,slept in tho basement, and hoard
j nothing during the nizht. Mr, Hartloy slept at
| the top of the houss, in a back room. The in.
tervaning rooms, with {he excaption of the front
parior where be took his meals, and the back
parlor which he called his study, were unsad
simply for Zmber. All the lower ‘windows
j were sirongly barred and thedoors shested with
iron, soverst attempta having altsady been
made t0 break into the house. I took s note of
these purilculars. and than Ormerod went to
bis own rooms, olnely followed as I obesrved
| by a man,  But I {30k good care not to show
mysslf, an I did not wish {0 bo pocognixed when
1 1 gnt to Pitborougb.
;  larranged my planas thst nigit ax I lay in
had, and the next maming was ready for action,
The first thing I did was 10 call upon 8 4riend
who repnrted for & daily naper: he was also &
friend of Ormerod’s, and I had no hesitstion {n
speaking to him on the subject. I told him I
{ was golng down to Pitborough in the oapacity
ol 8 detective, and shiould hold myself out as s
Tepracentative of the nress, as that character
would glve me greator Mmetlities of obtaining in.
formation than any other.

1 Apd what paper do you represent for the
oocasion ™ he asked.

« It depends on circumstancos,” 1 replied,

« What circumetances I

There were some of his cards 0n the mantel.
place, hearing his name and the name of the
papsr on which he was ep ~-the Dadly
Dart, 1lookedsignifieantlyat those, he did ths
same, And then I answered his qusstion—

«What circumatances ! well, it dopends on
your looking outof the window for & moment.”

He 1aughed and looked oct of the window,
and aa soon as hin back was tarnod I put the
ocards in my pocket. No mera was sald upon
the suhject, but he knew ar well a5 I did what
bad taken plsce. I gaw him glanoe &t the
mantelnloos again when tho transfer had boen
made, and where £ had left the two ocands for
the sake of appearances, dut nothing had deen
sald to compromise him in the mattier.

Taat day I paid for my ticket with the note
Ormerod bad given me, and {n due tunsarrived
st Pitborough, whers X hired s bed at & amsll
inn near the scens of the munder, and oalied
myself Mr. Burien of the Dafly Dart.

OHAPTER 1L

I foand on taguiry shat the inQoest had been
opened that day, but nothing was elicited bayond
what 1 already know, and thy iDquiry wea ad-
Journed for & weuk at the request of the police
inspecior, who said he expectod W obikln some
tmportant evidsuoe within that ime. The only
witnesses exa-rtued were the old servant, the
oodsiadle whom she ssilut in, the dottor, and a
asighbor, whose svidenae to ths effect that he
had board 8 noise of groaning aboat half.past

QAYSR Se0iRed 10 AX She Hine When iy deed

war commitied $ but the mysicry of the clord
door aud window rem=!2ed unexplained,

1 found there was & good deal of sxcitement
n the neighborifood, not caused eo much by the
atroolty of the mundet, for there waas nothing{n
that exoceptional, but by the mysiery attending
it; and as I sat {n the {nn parlor that night, I
was amneed dy the wild conjectoras that were
started first by one and then by another. Chanos
bhad x0 iy mvored ma in that I found I oould
not hiave chosen: A bat‘srreaiingsplace than that
inn, au it was & place of zesortfor many ¢f those
wha lived in Orawley Btreet, aAnd among others
of the nelghbor who had given evideunos at the
fuquest,

I had not bedn five minutes in the room before
I was aware of this *mot, for he was evidently
proud of it, and was naver weary of rehearsing
the questions that had been put to him and the
answars he had given., «Says the Crowner to
me, ‘Was you sure it was half arter ¢leven ¢
tPorfect sure,’ says X. *And why? says he.
1 Beoos T hoard the chimes just arterwards,’ says
I. And then they told ms to stand dowun.”

This man, John Martin by name (profossiodal.
1y known as Giovanni Martini), who desoribod
himself as Profsssor of Gymmnastios, waa s small,
mild, anxiong.-looxing an, with alitiles chirping
volos ; ha appeared quite happy at the sudden
notoriely that had falien upon him, but happy
ip a modeat way. On liearing I was oouneoted
with the press. he introduced himself to mae,
with the information that he was engaged At &
place of amusement; that he was desirous of
distinguishing himself in the metropolis If he
ootld get & chanoce, but had bitherto Mmiled; and
that be would {ake it as a great favor if I would
oomae and see his performanocs, wheo he had no
doubt I should ba able to give him a good notice
in my paper, With that he siipped a fres ad-
mission ioto my hand, which he informed me
was avallable for any night; dut as X had not
come there for pleasure ont business, I put the
tieket In my pocket without any int.-sion of
using it s however I improved the occasion by
asking him a fow questions, and found that he
oocupled the upper floar of No. 8, Crawlsy
Strest, anl hiz room adjoined that in whioch
Mr. Hariley slopt.

That was the rosult of my first day’s ex.
perionce as & deteotive, and it was not much
oertainly, but then my work did not really
begin until the next day. The funeral was to
take placs in ths morning, and as soon After
that ss possible I determined to make an in.
spociion of the room, having faith in my card
to obtain mao this privilegs, and indoed I found
it to bo & talisman that admitted me whersver
1 chose to go. M

The police, who had hithertn found nothingin
the room to assist, scomead to be of opinion that
they might do so, for they had presarved it in
tho same state as at firat and kept the door
Jocked ; however my tallsman unlocked it and I
was allowed to look where I would, but to move
nothing, (ninsure which lastinjunstion apolice.
manaccompatlied meinthe ostenaible character
of guide,

1 soon sacertalned that thare wr.re only thres
means of enirance to the rcom-~tha door, tae
window, and the chimney. My first idea had
boen that arter the mtal woand had been given
and the muniersr sacapad, the old man in a
siats of terror and frensy had succesded in
reaching the door and looking it, with a vague
intention of putting that uarrier between him
and the burglar, and had then crawlod back to
tod and thore dled: but the mediocal evidenoce
dispoaed of that surmise, so having axcerisinad
beyond a doubt that tha door was locked on the
inside, I dismimed that means of exit.

1 next exxmined tnechimuey, bt the register
was fastoned down with a stowt iton bar, and
1ad bosn 30 for some time, the servant {2 VIme.
od mo; 30 there only remained the winde 3, of
which I mads a careful inspection, to the groat
amusement of ths constable,

wYou will do no good there,” he said; ¢ounr
people Xnow what they are ahout, and have
gone over eyory square inoh of the rocw, and 2
may fall you they don’t take much socount of
the window. ‘Why, it stands to resson that no
one oould get np Afty fest or mare of strright
drick wall, The door and the chimney one
looks to natarally, but the windaw-—well the
thing’s impossible, a8 yoa may sea for yoursell.”

Seelng for myself wes tha vary thingZ meant
to ¢o, and 1 notad two things while the police.
mau was spéaking : that the spring of the
fastoner was broken, and that about the hiuge
o{tho fastansr was what appeared 1o te 3 plece*
of tow,

# ] suppose thare is no objsetion to :ny open-
ing the window,” I said; #I want to see the
height from the ground,”

« You'll not want {o look twioce,? the police-
mau replisd, and with that pormission I undid
the boit, observing that it worked very oasily
for wan! of tho spring, and threw op the window,
I own 1 was diaappointed, for had hoped to
nd an outhonss whose reof would have afbrd.
od some means of reaching the window. dbut it
was 8% the policeman sald & sheer desoont; and
he, soelng Iy dlank expression, smilod, Right
and loft were tha xine water-pipes, but too far
from the wiudow for any one to have asosndoed
by them; aboui foor fest bslow me ran & pro.
jocting ocornide of briek, adout an jach anda
half wide, broken away in parts, and scarcaly
affording foothold for & cat; it sesnted to me
vory roitan, and patched are and thers with
something whitls saa theugh the mortar hsd
crumbled down upon it or the epots might, I
thought, be damp-ztaing; the wall wasotherwiso
uabroken, and had appstently at one times
vine tzained up ity a8 I observad the nall-holes
e muianh Thore Wk & Daved Jard 85 R




