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the convenience and wishes of the many.
And it is the business of the Cliurch

to uphiold God's appointriients. It has

to maintain the riglits of the individual,
to the extent that the I-oly Scriptures
prrclaims them, but it has also to defend

the righits of society, as these are de-

clared by the same authority.
It is nlecessary to make these prelimi-

nary observations, because there is a
growing misappreliension as to, the rights
of the mass of men, as against those of

individuals. Socialism is propagating
this misapprehiension. If, in past times,
individuals were suffcered to arrogate too

much to theniselves, there is now a
swvinging of the lpenduluni in the oppo-
site direction, and too little accounit is to

be taken of tic rigYlit- and Iig hest de-
velop)rncnt of the individual, if the So-
cialistq arc to have thecir way. l'le
Bible iaintains thec proper balance be-
tween thcmi.

Then, a factitjous distinction is miade

between labourers and non-labourers.
This distinction is purely academic and
imaginary. A certain proportion of the
working people of the world are wont: to

arrogate to theniselves the title of la-

bourers, and, for the purposes of discus-
Sion at least, to rule out ail that do not
helnng to their class. Those who do
the rougli wnrk of the world, work de-
nianding niuscular strength rather than
skill, and who give attendance upon
those who perfornm skilful work, are flot

the only labourers, although they are
often technically so described. Let the

following rather pass for a dt finition of
the term : Ail that are called upon to
perforru any kind of work which costs
self-denying effort and which tlivy would
not do from choice, but whichi they are

constrained to do from duty or necessity,
are labourers, whether it is donie with
skill or only by main force. This defi-
nition embraces l)y far the greater por-
tion of mankind. AIl that are usefully
employed, working for themselves or
others, exercising such gifts as have heen
bestowed upon them, and iak;ng the
most of their circumstances and oppor-

tunities, are enti-Iled ta be regarded as
1lahourers. Their -NOrk is as needful to
the general good, and tells as nîuch for
the wvelfare of the whole, as uliose who

perform mere hand labour. Indeed so-
ciety imust be regarded as one. The ad-
vice of Menenius Agrippa îo the dicon-
tentcd Roman plebs at .Mons Sater is as

opportune now as it was then. The so-
cial body has miany niembers, as well as

the human body, -as the Apostle Paul
says, ««and aIl memibers have not tl8e
sanie office."

This being so, it follows from it that
the Church being itsif ci-ipo-,ed iaitily
of labourers, flot only niust hold labotir
in esteern, but also, stand by labourers n
the maintenance of those God-given
rights, which are clearly guaranîe.d
thenm in the Scriptures. It is to, the


