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DR, DAWSON'S EVIDENCE.

(Continued.)

By Mr. Trow :—Q. There are quariz mines in Car-
oo, are there not 2—in attempt was made some
rears ago to work them, but, as far as T know, there
15 no mine now in operation. The difliculties are
very great in some parts of the country owing chiefly
to the cost of transport and supplies.  Until very
lately, it cost from 74 cents to 12} cents 1 pound to
freight goods and supplies to Cariboo from 'Y:zlc, -
cording to the season, and such prices are so heavy a
14X on expensive mining operations that it renders it
mupossible to work any but very high grade ores. In
Omineea, still farther north, it costs 15 cents 2 pound
to carry supplics info the district, and thus it is
almost impossible for private mizers to continue

wospeeting on their own resources, and unless they
L:m- a very rich claim which they ean work, they
ranst loave the conntry.  One advantage of the con-
struetion of the railway and opening up of the inte-
rior will be that the poorer placer deposits will be
avtensively worked. Naturally, the very rich deposits
form 2 very small part of the whole. Those of me-
dinm and poorer guality are more widespread, and
when the cost of getting supplies is reduced to half
s present price, a large num‘wr that do not pay to
work at present will become available.

Q. Is Chinese labor cmployed very much at the
mines?  Chinese generally wark on their own ac-
count in the gold mines.  They choose plicer mines,
verv often those which have been :xb:uu,lon(‘.d by the
whifess, who have picked the eyes out of the deposit,
andd they work for vears in such loealities in their own
wav. No one knows what they make, but 1t 1s enough
no doubt to remuncrate them, owing to their perse-
werance.

By Mr. Baker (Victoria):- Q. And their cconomi-
cal habits ?—And econumical habits.

v Mr. Hesson:—Q. Can you sav anything in
reference to silver?—1 can say very little from  per-
senal knowledge about silver ores. There areseveral
places where silver ores have been found, and the
tho most promising, so far as known, are—first, a

locality at Hope, on Silver Peak, and, see nd, one at | through, T examined the vicinity of the mine very
| carefully in 1878, and have a mn‘p showing the local-
kity of the coal.

Clierty  Creek, in the Okanngan country.  Very rich
ores have been brought from these, and mining at-
tompted on both of them, but, from varous cireum-
stanees, the mining has been practically stopped. In
the case of the Hope mine, at least, the stoppage has
uet resulted from any faiinrcof the vein, but wasonac-
cant of questions regarding the management or sale
of the mine. There is reason to hope that, ultimately,
thexe two foealities, and probably others, will bedevel-
wpndd as prnluctive silvermines. Ifonesiiver mine were
started and found to pay as a commeraial enterprise,
pohably it would lead to so much cxamination and
peopeeting of the country thal many wonld be
sorked in a few years. I may also mention in this
« uection that we have received speamens of very
e argentiferous galena from Ominees, though from
tr distance of Hus district they caunot be worked
ander the present cirenmstances.  They assay from
324 ta $90 of silver to the ton of ore.

1) The distance inland or up the coast ?—Iniand.
T+ canst distances are compamtivedy litde, buenuse
v have navigajion, bat the Omincea conutry lies
far inland, near the Peace River

iy Mr. Allen:—Q. Ts there a large amonnt of gold

! oceur are catalogued, and some of these are import-
“ant and extensive districts.  Many of them wi
- utilized as sources of fuel supply, cither generally or |
. laeally.

not accounted for?—No, I think not. It is accounted
for, in the statement Igave, in this way. I went into
it at considerable detail with Mr Good, who was
Deputy Minister of Mines at the time this general
statement was first compiled, some years ago. We
obtained from all the banks a statement of the gold
they had sent out of the country, and from the ex-
wess offices the same.  Then, as alarge quantity was
:nown to be carried away by the Chinese and others,
privately, without being recorded, one-third was add-
wd to the product of each year to represent that; so
the statistics are not absolutely correct, but they ap-
proximate closely to the truth. I think much of the |
gold the Chinese get they carry away in that manner,
without putting it into the hands of the banks.

By M. Fisher:—Q. Do yon think the Chinese get
one-third of all the gold i the country ?--No; but
many of the white miners carry away their gold them-
selves also. If they go to San Francisco, for example,
they take the gold with them.

By the Chairman:—Q. Will you state your know-
ledge of the conl and lignite deposits of Vancouver
Islaud, Queen (‘lmrluttcisl:mds, and the Mainland ?
—Coal and ligmite deposits are very widely spread in
the Pacific Provincc. In this little publication to
which I have referred several times as giving an ac-
count of the mining up to the date when it was issued
* Mines and Minerals of British Columbia —Report
Geological Survey, 1876 777), thirty-two different
localities in which conl and lignites are known to
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v.  The Queen Charlotte Islands are prominent
from this point of view on account of the fact that a
seam of anthracite has been discovered there.  This
is the only workable seam of anthracite on the Paca-
fic coast, cither of Americn or Asia.  The scam was
about six feet thick and was worked for some dis-
tance, but was found to thinout. I believe, however,
that the main trouble was that the Company had ex-
pended all their money on providing faalities for
shipping the coal before doing much prospecting, and
since it has uot been much tested, and has fallen

I think the locality is a vers promis-
ing one still, and deserves more attention bat noth-
ing more Im-ciso can be said at present, because no
work has been carricd on for same yvears. The Co-
mox and Nanaimo distriets of Vancouver Island have
bheen more thoroughly tested, and the latter has been
the principal source of supply for some years. These
have been mapped by Mr. Richardson of the Geolo-
ical Survey.  The map is on a scale of four miles to
the inch, and is somewhat detailed, showing tho |
actual area of known coal-bearing rocks i these two
aces, and all other necessary facts of structure.
he coal seams at Comax and Nanaimo vars from four |
fe {to six feet and ten feet in avernge thickness. They
are occasionally much thicker, but this is the average.
The quality of the coal T should mention particularly.
1t is not a ligmite. It is true bituminous coal of very
excellent quality. It gas tested by the War Depart-
ment of the United Stales, same vears ago, to find
out which fucls gave the best results for steam mais-
ing purpases_on the western coast, and it was_found
that, to produce n_given quantity of steam, it took
1.500 b of Nanaimo coal to 2100 lhs. of Seaitle
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esparted by the Chinese from British Calumbia and i cual, 2,600 N of Cous Bay coal, Uregon, and 2,600




