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What the Disciples in the States.
are Saying and Dolng. )

QULLINGS AND CLIPPINOGS FROM EX-
CILANGES.

Civnenr Frxaver

DY L. U AMES

 Tahe thought for things honerable in
the siglit of all tien™ (Rom xi 17) —
V.

TUE DIFORTANCK OF CHURCI FINANCE.

This atises from the importanco and
saluo of tho Cliuesh itself. * Christ
gavo Himeoll for tho Chureh” It is
tho ‘‘house of God, tho pillar and
ground of the truth.” The Church ie
the lighthouse of the world. s
Founder and Head designed and or-
ganized it to be an helpmeot for Him
it the salvation of the world. Ilonee,
whou the Church is in proepernty, her
cords aro lengthened, lLor stakes aro
rtrongthened, and converts aro mutti.
plictt, Ier eone will Lo as plants
grown up in their youlb, and her
dauvghters n8 corner-stones polished
aftor the eimilitudo of a palace. *Who
is this that fooketh forth as the mora.
ing, clear ns tho sun, fair ne the moon,
aud teeriblo as an arwy with bannors 1*
Tho Church in her primitive purity,
unity and consceration, iz the day of
her espousals, when many, having
houses and lands, sold them, awnd
brought the prico thereof, and laid it
at tho apostles’ feel.

1. Church Financo a Necessity.

Oun this earth no socioty cau livo and
do a great work without financos,
rovobue, monoy., Itisa stubboern fact,
corlain a8 wo aro born, that the Church
sud ils work cannot e catried on with
suocess aud proaperity without au ndo.
quato rovenue, or a teedful supply of
monoy. As a peoplo the Dieciples

{ bayq mado commendablo efforts to
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snd all ehould take a ghavo in ite
Sfinancial support. (&) Thus all will be
cducated and trained in the geaco of
paging and giving. (¢) In this w~ay
moro monoy will be ramsed, and more
ongily, than if only o himited number
contributo,

IT1, The rospectivo features and
merits of differont plans.

1. Tho weekly contribution plan is
found to wotk botter in towns and
ritics, whoro menoy is often ¢changing
Liand~, and overy weok brings an in-
como of oaslt roceipts to overy workor
and to overy business man, Thero aro
some oxecllont featurcs in thie plan.
{c) It ecows to bo ecripturnl, (Sce i
Cor, xvi. 12.) (&) Itaflordsa coutinunal
supply of money. {c) It affords overy

(d) It cultivates hberality.

clinrel member an opportunity o givo
sotnething tchen he kas it in hand, and

2. Tho advalorum assessraent plav.
This will work very nicely whero thoso
Lolding tho wealth of the church will-
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dence, winch is worth a great deal,

Lot cach end ovory member of the
chureh bring in kis or her payments.
Uso tha onvolopo system for collections.
Encloso the sum yo» iutend to pay.
Writo on tho cuvelope your rame, tho
amount you inclose, and the object for
whioh tho sum is givon. Brivg it with
you to the house of God, and when the
baskot is passod mako your contribu-
tion iu tho epirit of a true worshipper.
* Bring an offoring and come into His
courts.”  Tho treasnror nnd the Lord
will give you credit for all you do.
This should be ivsisted on, so that uo
ofticar of tho chiurcl: will be compolled
to ta¥~ up the unthankfal task of can-
vassing tho parish overy quarter to
duy, dun, dun delinqueut members for

ingly consent lo an arrangement of

monoy.

It tho church is obliged to

soudivg out on every side sweot inspir-
lug straine that fill all abont thom with
new strongth and eourso; who know
onough {o know that what Lhunanity
meet neads to promoto its ouward nnd
and npward march s not eriticism,
coudomnation or denunciation but iu.
spiration, oncouragemont, enhearton.
ment.—George Darsie, sn the Guide.

Tue Work 1¥ Los ANOLLES FOR TIE
Yrax 1891,

Tho work of tho Lord 1 this Qity of
Augels has beon prosperous during tho
year just onded. Tho chureh worship-
ping on Tomplo streot closed the year
with 687 members on the roll. Of
theso thoro havo been 122 added during
the year. There were 86 dismissod
by letter, and four passed on to tho

of all moneys pa.” out, overy quarter, |doubt fill tholand, Wanted, an wnuy | Mr, Kught's viows were cudorsed by
or at least at tho ond of tho fiscal year. {of men and women, who, liko tho kindly | others. "
Buch a full and faithful roport, certiiad |teachor of Adam Olarko, have a meseago | against tho schome.  One of those said
to bo accurato and correot by compe- |of faith and Lopo for their follosvors ; {that * young mien can bo luzed from
tont auditors, gives great satisfaction | who go through tho world like a band | virtuo, but they cannot be wheedled

and ivspires tho church with confi. |of musio throngh tho streets of a city, {into pioty.” Another thonght a ohurch
was u0 placo for a billiard table,

meeling is described as an exoiting one,
and Mr, Knight's proposition * created
a gonuine sonsation,”
ing at longth upon tho malter, wo
would say that tho question iu this
form is onio that concorns eity olurclios
only. Thoro aro, of sourse, no spesifie
atatutory enactmonts in segard to it in
tho Now Testament, but thera are
corlain plain genoral principlos 1
harmony with which it must Lo sottled,
it rightly ecttled. We may not adopt
tho distinctivo prinoiplo of tho Jesuits
aud “do owil that good may cowe,”
but are enjoined to *naveid tho very
appearance of ovil"
things which aro ovil in thomaclves,
nnd only ovil, tho principlo ia oxplicit ;
“touch not, taste not, hanile not.”

Somo, howover, protested

The

Withont dwell.

In regamed Lo

this kivd,

portion to cach ono's ability.

limited,

or 2100,000 is doing no moroe than 1

would give or pay gladly,

of Christian prineiple, and cheorfu

fhip., It is just and right that al
should give in proportion to their abil

And they have
succcedod woll.  And mnvy efforts
Lavo doubtless been mado to treat
church finances in the same way, But
it ie & Banquos ghost that will not
down. Without monoy tho work of
thie cburch will not bo dous. The
nieeting house will not Lo opened,
swept, warmed and lighted ; tho poor
will not bo fed, the Gospel will not be
proclaimed very much, not many con.
vorts will bo wade, and thoso brought
wto the church will ot bo diligently
instrueted in tho word of nighteousnoss
without adequato, aystomatio pecnuviary
support.

IL. Henco thero should bo adopted
somo aystern or plan by wlich the
needful finauces may bo regulatly and
sufliciently supplied to fill the treasmy
of the church,

TRERE ARE BEVERAL DPLANS.

Tho subscription plan, tho advalo-
rum asscssmont plan, aud the weekly
contribution plav. I do not jusist that
God has revealed to us auy ono of theso
plans, ag the plan by which all our
fivancial work is to bo done. Aoy ono
of theso plans will work well, provided,
firat, thoro is a willing mind, Withe
out a willing mind no plan will work
well ; no plan will work iteelf.  With
&s much reaeon wo wight set a plow
in tho gronnd and oxpeet 1t Lo ran jt-
sell and turn over tho sod. Talko ALYy
one of theso plans aud work it nith a
hearty good will, using tho boeat Lusi
neas talent of tho church, and push it
on till every member is giving or payiog
sesording to Lisor hier ability, and my
word foz 11, you will soou have moncy,
iv tho treasury and your finances will
Lo all night.

Thare st Le first the willing mind,
Whatover plan is adopted, it should as
far as possible include and Us made (o
reach every memher of the congregation,
() Allcvjoy tho benefits of tho chureh,

16 ono iost cominoaly adopted, I

their disposal for tho work,

particular points ;=

object. A suflicient amount should bo
departments of church expondituro.
(5) So arrauge your plan aa to givo
every memder the opportunity and causs
bim to fcel that it is his privilege and
duty o givo somothing. Bowe ouo
bas said that overy momber of the
¢hurch shonld give something, or re-
ezive something.

(¢} Whatever plan is adopted, and
whatover tho amount provided for, let
somo rdequato portion bo paid at the
bezinning of cach quarter, month or
week,  This should bo pre paid to the
church treasurer, and just as promptly
paid out to the preachier and for othor
objects, as occasion may require.

4 The (reasurer. Whatevor plan
of chureh fimanco may bo adopted, the
tzeasurcr Lolde n very responsiblo posi.
tion, Seleet tho best man on tho
oflicial board for this position. A man

who writea well and plainly,
headed, honost and careful, and ono

Thoro is mueh in ite favor.
It proposcs cqualily in giving in pro-
This is
an oxcollent point, and greatly encour-
ages thoso members whoso means aro
Whercas, to know that n
Lrother in tho church worth 830,000

am, aud all I havo does not oxceed
$3,000 or $5,000, causes mo to feol
hateful towards hiwm, and makos mo
give with a grudge, what otherwise 1

To carry out tho assessmont plan,
bowarer, will requiro much eaution,
prudence and good judgment on the part
of the officiul board, nud a good amount

liberality on the part of tho membor

n[x,__ﬂq_reasona.blo poron can_nhjeest
¢

is voluntary. Each member pledgos a
certain amount for ouo yoar, to bo pard
in quarterly, montbly, or, in somo
¢ag0s, in wockly installmonts for the
support of the Goapel. Threo consid.
erations favor this plan. (a) It is tho
customary plan, (8) It gives cach and
overy mmember tho opportunity to sig-
nify what amount he is willing to give,
(c) Forthat amonunt ho gives his pledgo,
which is virtually a noto, and thus tho
ofticial board of tho chur¢h knows just
sbout what moans thoy can havo at

Every chureli will decido for itself
which plan will suit best and work best
for that church. But wlatover plan
18adopted lot it bo suro to includo theso
(@) Mako an ampls supply for every

raised to moet the wante of tho different

omploy a collector, then thoso who aro
delinguent should pay an additional
per cent. sufficisnt to remunerats him
Jor his time und labor.

(7o be continued.)

Excouraorueyt,

Dr. Adnw Clarke, tho eminent Bibli.
cal ecliolar and commentator, relatos
that the turuing point in his hfo was a
Lopoful word spoken by a school
teachier. Ilo bad Leon a dall boy.
His father Lad despaired of sesiug him
becomo a man of mentat power, aud
he hsd filled his boy with the same
hopolessnoss. A now teacher, starting
11 a select achool, camo to tho houso and
asked tho father to send him both his
1jboys. “JI'll soud yon my othor som,

v8 dull boyt"™ said tho teachor, as ho
looked into the boy's bright oyes and
lad s hawd kindly on hia head, “I'll
o} beliove it ; ho'lt Lo a soliolar yoi;
send him to me aud I'l show you that
your boy bas somothing in him.” It
was the Grst oncouraging word young
Adaw over had ; it was the first time
anybody ovor beliovod in bim, and the
teachpr’s confidencoe was hko honay to
Lis soul. The boy was seat and from
that bour ho proved the trath of the
teachier's hopeful words., It is the old
story over agam, if you want tho beat
anyono can do, oucourage him. The
cbild at school, the sorvant in tho
house, the clerk at bis desk, tho appron.
tico in tho shop, the laboror on the
farro, anybody, overybody old or yoang,
will do moro and botter work if some-
body but belioves in fLam aud cheors
thom on. A large part of tho wicked.
ness of tho world is the rosult of shoor
dospair. A man does not boliove Lo
¢an conquer, ovon by divine help, the
vicious habits by which ho is onslaved,
or live with any measuro of coneistenoy
» Christisu lifo. In consequence tho
effort to do so is paralyzed and proveat

cd by discouragemont. Tho first step

loward the kingdom of God on the
i part of thousands has been takon whon

thoy have como to beliove that a botter
hiro is possiblo for thom. Satan has a

cut-throat mortgago on ove v disheart

ened porson, sud uo minister of Christ

more dircelly covperatos in tho foro-

elosuro of that mortgagoe thau docs ho

whoso preaching takes its tono from

ithe Lamontations of Joromiall An

‘essential condition of all suceess in

j winning souls is a hopoful epirit,

+  The world noeds an increase of no

relass of poople so much & the kind

of numbor ono business scose. A 1an i who mako it their business to cncour-
lovel-; ago othors. Tho croakers aro logion,

! ) ; Tho prophots of failuze abound. The
who will take pride in making an acett-» high priests of despair aro on ovory
1alo and full roport of all receipts, and hand. Proclaimers of the gospel of

church abovo, leaving the nuwber
iargor by 82 mombers than at tho be.
ginning of the year,
thousrad dollars Liave beon raised and
disbursod daring the year,
to this tho Ladica Ald Socioty has
made about six luudred dollars
Every departmont of churoh work is
growing. The Sunday school is tho
largost in the history of tho church,
Onr houso is too small to accommodate
Af. Lano recontly orgnn.
iced & Olristian Endeavor Socioty
with nearly forty mombers. In all
doparimonts of church work thoe causo
is vory prosporous.

During tho year the Temple Stroot
church has awarmed twice, and tho
reault is that both of its miseions Lavo
Tho West Mission,

About threo

its demandas,

bocorao chiurchos.

Iu regard to thinga not sinful per so,
tbere can bo but ono rule, when the
abuso of a thing is tho rulo; nud the
propor nso of it the excoption, it must
Lo avoidod. Evory chureh in whiok
tho quostic.L of tho nao of euch agencies
na tho boxling alley, the billiard table,
the gyw.nasium, is sprung, will have
neod of all ita * consecrated common
sunso,” and its eanctifiod wisdom, in
sottling it in harmony with tho serip
tural prinociples. For our part wo
doprecato tho raising of this question.
Tiiore aro 80 mavy means of drawing
and ontertaining the younyg, which are
not ouly not meroly bLarmless but
positively benaticial to thom intellcetu.
ally aud epiritually, that wo consider
it a most nnjuet impeachmont of their
good souse to assume that they cannot
bo won to & nghteous life oxcept by

about niuoty membors and has pur-
ohased a comfortablo churol houso,

ing. It occupies a fiold where, with
offor! and care, it will Lo able to builq
up a strong congregation,

The East Mission, under the diree.
tion of B. F, Coulter, Lias orgauized | i
into tho East Los Angoelos Christian
churck, and begine work with ono
hundred and thirty mombors. It has
built a neat building, capablo of seat-
ing four hundred persons They are
doing & good work. Thoy hiave nbout
doubled thoir numbers during tho past
year, and every thing augars well for
another prosperous year. God has
abundantly blossed us in onr work
hero. Wo tako courago and push on
in tho good work, Thore aro cighit
bendrod momb.rs aftiliated with the
churches in Los Augoles This is
moro than iu any other ohurel; on tho
coast.—dA. C. Smither, in ths Stancard.

Lt but not {@¥am,” wasthgreply, “Adam| - o o
i el o R Rl o o o et e
. : - Contral Obristian ocliurch, It Lug|*'™%! OXeitemont.  Wo.fully agroo,

too, with the soutimont oxpressed above
that ** young men can be lured from

Its Sunday school is largo and flourish; ‘w:rtuo’.' but c.au-not vo whoodlod uto
ploty."—Christiar. Evangs"is,

———

High Thinking,

High living oftv. luads to low think.
ug ; and lowly living is ofton onnobled

by tho bhighest thoughts, Thoro is
nothing which relioves drudgery more
than doing the lowlicst tasks from the
higheat motives, 1lousokold sorvico,
perhaps, moze than suy other figld of
labor, offers incontivo to the noblogt
thinking,
iksomo to you, woary wother, but
take comfort, nnd when you provide
your fanuly with swoot, wholesomoe
loaves, try also to plan to satiefy the
hunger of the sou), and minister to the
¢raviug for the Bread of Lifo.
do not like to clean lamps. Dut sup-
podo you lot the cheerfal parformaunce

Bread-making may scom

You

Tho dividing Jine botweon the chureh

of this task como to wmean one way of
lotting your light shine, and lot your
thoughts be, “Tlow can T cnlighton
thoso about e ?” thoroby pointing

and the world—whore shall it bo
drawn 2 Thisis an old quoation that
seows to bo over now, Tho question
nsed to concern the individua! )ifo of

thom to tho Light oftho World, As You
fashion fair garmonts for your childrin,
thivk of tho onduring garments of

tho Christian : In what kinds of busi-
ness, in what kinds of amusomont
may & Christian ongago without forfeit-
ivg followship iuthechurch? The quacs

tion seems now o bo taking on nuother

graces of character which ouly a
mother's baud may weave into the
fabtic of thoir lives, and of tho wod.
ding garmont which they will ueed st
tho marrisge of tho Lawb. Think of
the ivfinito pains which tho Crestor

forza, in somo quarters at loast : What
Linds of amusemeuts may the church

work of saving the yonng? At a
recont meoting of tho Mcthodist

draw young men into thom by means
of amusement aud that thoy wmight bo
brought wuder roligious jnflucncos.

has tokon with what scoms to be
as a church oumploy as ngencics iu its insigaificant foatures of tho material

world, and iwmitato Lina- in doing the
best things perfectly. And lat tho

preachers of Now York, Rov. 1. W, Lroath of prayer go up to God with
Kuight read a paper in whioh ho advo | ¢VOTY act, doing all in the namo of tho
cated tho plecing of billiard tables, Liord J“‘NZ Thus can you glorily
bowling alleys, gymnasiums, efc., in | ™0cH that is hard and coqmonplaco

tho baeements of churches, in ordor to |2 YOUT dal'ly f]uh“' and mako this -

lifo & £it beginuing for tho life overlast.
ing, whoro his sorvants shail sorve
him, and they shall sco his face, and
His namo

shall bo in their forchaads,

o adlt



