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N the %'ear 1698, ait thiree o'clock
~4in the ,ffternoon of Septeniber

the eigbiteenth, St. Makrs the~
newlv «ppoiîîted governor o f

the Bastille, the greatest staite-prison
of France, wvas seen1 coilmg fromn the
I sle of St. MaI.rgu-erite, acconîpanied
bv a prisoner richly dressed and
strongy>-tIv ard e(l ution wvhose fhce
wzis tiý,hItlv' fittcd. ai nuask of' iron, or
as others assert, of black v'elvet
.streîîgthezied by bainds of w'haiebone.
Thîe two sietyetred the griii-
iooking fortress, and the irre i îon g.tes
ci1os'ed alnd forev'er deprived tixis
prisoner of God's priceless gift of
liberty, whiethier for the sake of' justice
or igainst its hloiy cause. posterity lias
been unable ta zascertain wvitbi certaiîîtv.
I)uring the journ-ie% biitiier St. IMai-s
lias conistanitly mnd cautiousIv guiarded
biis cliarge. H is movenîeîîts were
ordered xvitb as inich lîrecaution, and
blis collnands eile w'iti sucli ani air
of mysterv, thazt they vividiv e\cited
thc inliagcinatioîî and the cuiriositv of
the inhablitants arotind, and-1 serveci as
food for future go0ssip. Mie re-
mnenibnance of ibis str;inge occurrence,
together wvitlî the recoliection of a
sirnilar procceding upon the pro-
motion of St. Mars froii the governar-
sliip aof thc Pignerol, to a likeè position
at the Isle of St. Ma-urte vas
perpetuaited ini the country, and the
sih-îular incidents wvhicli irnarked the
reniovais were repeatedl by the older
inhai.bitanits ta the limer generation,
until, ;ided bv the f;tnci fui imainhations
af nmany writcrs, this tradition lias
reachcci ils ini its nmast emibcilishied
forni.

Five vears later, on the tweîîtictlî of
Naveniber, at a qutarter past four ini
the evcning, the ra-rig of the
redoubtaible fortress wvas lowercd, and
ai fîncrai procession camie forthl and.
qticUtv w~eilded its way, acconîipanied
by two suibaitcrns ai' the prison,

towvards the cem.--tcry of the chu rchi of
St. Paul. Uponl the register of this
cliturci the dezid nian's naine wvas
inscriliec! as ïMarchiali. At the B3astille
lie %vas ffliv'ays known as ''the prisoner
fromn Pro%,encee." During biis long
confiniement, tiîis unifortunal;te nman
wvas freqiiently seen at the wvindow of
Ilis celi, but always masked, and at
twiliit hîis nîiellow v oice wsofteen
heard ini sweet song, fioating out upon
the eveîîîno- ,'., stiilness, over the waters
of' the beautiful b.ty of Cannes.

Sucli is the nîysterious personag 2>

,wlîo, forsaikeni and ianguislingi in the
obscurity of a prison ciuring Uhe latter
p~art of luis existence, becamie a few
v'ears; after blis death, so fanions
tiiroughiout the entire worid, and
whviose roinantic historv bas for more
thaîi a century awakened the -,yezierzti
imaigination, itracted universaýl attenl-
tion, and exerciscd, tiiaugli ta no
purpose, the patience and Uic specu-
lations of nuatv of' our best w'riters
and bistorians. lie lias heen iiade
Uheclhero of onle of the mnost notedl
legends, and lias iiad the rare privilege
of inifl;ingitý, public curiosity, wvitiiout
satistving. or even nîiitigatinug it, and
ibat, tao, anîionc ail classes, nlot alone
ini France, but ini itaiv, Gerniany and
Fîîiand.

Nuniierous are the tlîeories brauglît
foriward for the identification aof this
celebrated prisanler wvith sane mni-
portant îîersoige of the courts of
Europe, ail of tiieni supported hy

v ueand feeble argumenit. But as
aften as tliey ]lave been propascd, tiiey
hiave beenl destroyed by strangc aind
solid abjections, aini consequentiv
rejected. A century aif contraversy

la o ve isip;tted the nîysterious
cl nwilicl the prisaner ai' Satint

Mars is enveiopcd, and we hiave good
reasons for mgreeing witli M. Micheclet,
the authlor of' "Histoire de F'rantce"
tlint the 'Histary af the Traolls
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