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have corne under the writer's personal observation, and which hie was
inspired to record: while other portions, such as predictions of future
events, divine truthe, and laws, bave ini theni revelation and inspiration
combine Plemnr inspiration, therefore, as3 tauglit in the Scriptures,
and as lield by evangelical christians is sncb an extraordinary inifluence
of die Holy Ohiost exerciaed on and through the xîattiral faculties and
aeÀltuirtemints of the writers o. the Bible as enabled thern to, connnuxdcate
God's will to mien with absolute correctuess. flore sonie eue niy ask,
is our Etiglish version inspired 1 We reply no, nor is it necessary that
it 8hould ho. It no more requires Apostolic inspiration to, translate, than
it~ dots te read that translation when made. An educated infidel even,
niay uiake a very f'air translation of many parts of Scripture, but nie inf-
dol can read the Bible as Cod would have us read it to the saving of our
seuls. Cod has givent the gracieus illumination of His Spirit to ail Ris
people, and thiB, 'witb a proper education is sufficient to translate, while
nothing leas than thi8 is suflilcient, to rcad and understand any version of
Scrij>ture.

There are other arguments, which iii theraselves, are irresistible in sup-
port of inspiration, but whichi are foreign to our present purpose. The
internjai argument, bowever, will appear incidentally as we procee<i.

"Il ctipturce," therefore, Ilis gi-ren by insp)iration of Cod, and is
profituble, fur doctrine, fur reprooffor correction,.for insfructioit."

liere the mse of Scripture is presented, and it is iii a fourfold foraii.
This is not any vain rcpetitioîî, for every word niay have a distinct place
assigned to it iii the sphiere of Christian experience. "lProfitable/or
doctr-ine," that is înainly for theoretical instruction iii the funldaînental
prinicipies of religion. This is not what is to-day called tue popuar use
of Scripture. Men, in their folly are heard at tiinie.9 declaiîingii against
doctrinal preaching, and asking to be tauglit the simple, saving and coin-
forting truths of the gospel, while they forget that these saine saving and
coniortiiiatruthis are the very doctrines wbich they cry out against. What
truthi so satisfyiing to the guilty, penitent sinner, as is the grand oid doc-
trine of the~ atoneient. or, te the discouraged Cliribtian as the doctrine
of 1,the uerseverance, of the Saints!" What sinful, sufflèring huiuanity
needs te day, is not any sickly, sentimental gospel, nor aniy settingr forth
of so-cailed new trutbs, but such an caracaL statement of the old doctrines
cf buth law and gospel, in new fornis, if you choose, or at least iii sucli
terniti of tiîought, as, will carry force and conviction to the conscience of
the pi esent generation.

46 Profitable for doctrine," next, "for reproof." Confutation, perhaps,
would Lest express the thouglit here. Man, by nature, is îîot, only ignor-
ant litit aiso sinful: bis inind and heurt are filled with false .-iews of
(bd and i ivine things. New Scripture is profitable or useful te coul ute,
or as the text lias it te reprove tliese erroneous and soul-destroyiîîg views
of religious thinga. Tfli Psalnisit says, the outrance of God's Nvord gives
ligit: - wtw light iii tiiere opposed te ignorance anîd errer, and just as liglit
oxpels darknwes frein a chanîbier, se divinîe truth expels ignorance and
errer tfrom the chainhers of the bunian heart. The Saviouî-'s prayer is,
IlSanctify theni through Th)j trutb, Thy word is trutli." Now sanctifi-

cationî is but a perisistent, progressv cofilgo eroig rrte


