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"lPapa, 1 niever tiionglit of that-I only, 1
only-tlîouglit af the grapes.",

"lYes-but ail the saine you wcre ocatexi.
it is ineaxi aîîd ill. And ta steal things-
ýcvcîî very littie thigs-a gentleman andl(
a brave niai Nviil not do it. Ileniember titis,
Geraidl.'

I iill-indced I -%iii," protcstcd Gorald
Nvith cnergy. It seiexue t thiemoment quite
easy ta resist teniptationi.

But four niglîts after this, Colonel Ashlcy,
conîing home earlier than usual, saîv a littie
P-iure slipping iii throughi the diniing-rooîn
.oor. Bis face grew dark, but hie folloNved
«itd stood in the slhadow of a serecix ta watch

vwhat slîould takze place. Very slowly the
lIttle feet ivent across thc Nvide rooin to-ward
thie table. Thie candies were lit and the
watchier could see the boy's face as lie stood
looking iinteîîtly tow'ard Uic bowi oi fruit, oit
die top of whichi shione a large peachi witlî a
check likze a rcd rose.

Three tines the simili han(l extcndcd itseli
taward. the peacli, and tlîretc it %vas draivii
back. At last the lian<I went out for tîxe
fourth tirne and took Uic peacli. Geraid
looked at the beautiful fruit, sinîelled it, liesi-

t ted; ien lie began inoving- slowiy toward
Cie door. Col. Asicey îvatchied lîhui grimiy
and grzively, without a word. At the vers'
cloor, Gerald stayodl lus stops, staod still for a
monment thinking, then turned, lîurried back
ta the table, put thc big peachl again in the
boNvl cxactly wvhcre it liad beeîi before, aîîd
,iînast ran aut ai tic roaxui, as if airaid to
lok agatitiu toward thie tcmptittiaîî wllichl lîad
sa îîeariy avercaxue hiix.

Colonel Asley siniled ta hiniscîf belîind the
sereeni, a very liased, and happy sînile.

" Thank God,' lie said ta himself. luclire
1 a real giant overcomne. «My boy is straîîgcr
tiaxi I tlioughit."

Presexitiy hoe went into the drawing-raom,
where lie fouîîdl Gerald sitting gravely by the
fire, and quite rcady ta hear a stary; and
ieitlicr tue fatiier iior the son said a word ta
cadi otlier about the big peach and the temp-
tatiaxu vanquishced. Ilotli werc secretly happy,
especially Gerald-ior ta have your own ap.-

probation is eveli botter than ta ivin the anpl-
proval ai sane oiîe cisc. Andmiil 01eno1 l'as
foughit wvitIl soif and %von, tliere is a senseofa
inward growth aîid valor -%vliieh is partien.-
larly pleasaît, ce'cn wlîeii yau arc oniy six
yeurs ol.-%lc. ( cn TVOmicit.

LITTLE PEPITA.
A STORY OF TIuE GOSPEL IN 'MEXICO.

I N tic sidof aionc af tlîc îany blue
maountains that surroundf thie aid
City af Saltillo, M iclittie Pepita

1% lîvcd -with lier fatiier and old grand-
mothor, Senara, Lugardo Colomibo.

Pepita's fatiier, Martiîîez Colonmbo, wvas
w'lat is kîiawn as a bui-rcro or dankey-driver.
IlI kpt a drave ai burros or daîikeys, six or
eighit iniiîuiber, and evcry înariîg lic anid
lus soit, Toîîio, would go inta the city driviîîg
tic daiikcys laden with Uic supplies tlîey liad
far sale. Somctùnes it wvould bc yauîîg
Iiilian carîî, or patatoos anîd beaîîs, aîîd the
striiîgs ai hiot pepper s0 mîudî used iii making
tie cliile--cailecarii; or agaixu it would ho bas-
kcets ai yaung goats, Nvith tlîcir legs tied
tagetiier, ail crying aut like 50 inaîiy lhurt
babies. Bnt chiictiy it the i great buxîdies
af unesquite Woodac, withîaut; Iwlîic no cook l
Sa] tilla could -et aiang.

Martinez liad his filds at thue foot ai the
mîouîîtaiîî. 'lihe ground ivas tillecI after the
rudest mîxtiîods, and tuie fonces were such
poar îîiakc-sliifts, it wvas no wonder thiat the
goats, anid pigs, and cows werc caîîstantly
breaking iii.

One day, Martînez came in, huis face theo
picture ai the deopest despair as lie said ta
lus mother that the goats aîid the pigs lîad
been again into his field ai young corti aîxd
lîad well-nigh ruiiîcd it. le liad fIxed the
fence time aftcr tine, but stili they kept get.
ting iii. Bis motier saîd ta him:

" Why do you xîot takce the image ai anc ai
the Blessed Saints ont there? That wvill pro-
teet the ficid if anything can."

The face ai Martinez lit upwith suddenjoy.
Ill'Il takze tlue Nvhale set ai them," lie made

rcpiy, Ilanîd tiien I'd like to soc- any goat or
pig <lare toucli anathxer blade ai corn!l
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