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THE GREATNESS O1F ENGtAND1.

The interest in the development of Englishi history and in
the growth of the English character lies in the fact that Eng-
land bas so far best solved the problemn of just groverument.
That she bas in fact done so appears to be pi-oved by the ahnost
universal consent of nations. This consent is shiown by the '

practical adoption of forms or governmnent and met.bods of
administration, flrst wroughit out on Englishi soils, by ail nations
which for the past century ha-, e talcen their place in the line of
human progress.

The problemi presented by Roman history, is so far the
simpler, because we can trace its historical developmient, until
the work of human progress f6r wvhich Rome toiled is taken up
by other hands. The Englishi character and English history
present harder problems, because English history bas not yet
run its course. The future is stilt veiled froin oui, view.

National character is a very complex produet. Racial
elenients, the influence of~ external events, the growth of in-
ternal institutions, ail combine in deteî'miningr the final resuit.
The aim of statesmen in ancient times was the establishmnent of t
order, the formation, therefore, of a strong central executive.
Romne ultimately accomplished this, but in the process exhausted
the forces of the State. But the lesson was not forgotten. The
idea of a strong central power was the aima of ait Enropean natione
during the middle ages. How to preserve that power, what is
the source of it, how to limit it, on wvbat does it ultimately de-
pend for its continued existence and efficient working, are the
questions whieli English history tries to answer. The final
resiiltant of the diverse lines of strugg le, political and social
(the two factors are neyer wboily identical) is at any given
epoch, the national character.

The growth and the security of the liberty of the individ-
ual, the possession by ail of an equality of rights are the special
contribution of the Teutonie people. The strnggle of ideas . -

here implied, the idea of power and the idea of liberty, bas had
a fair field and no favor in England alone of lEuropean coun-
taries. Thiis is the distinct note of bier nationality. IJpon the


