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of moulds at any time prescrit in% the air. Con-
trary to lis expectations he found tait the air
of the infectious wards (scarlet fever and diph-
iheria) showed a freedoi froi micro-organisins
not to be found in any other part of the hospital :
this lie very naturally attributes to the more
iîodern construction and more efficient ventila-
tion of these wards.

Vuiy is rr that the mortality aniong members
of the -Ioise of Commnons of this Dominion lias
been. for several years, at the.rate of over 21

per 1.ooo per annuim, wlile in the Englislh arniy
at home the deaitl-rate is only 8 per 1,000, and in
the German army 5 per 1,oo per annui ? Can
any one give a reason for this, or suggest causes
t liat will be enter tainable ? Certainly this is a
subject worthy of serious consideration. But,
like the terrible iortality among young infants
iii somne of our cities during the liot season, it
seeis t( attract but little iotice. When deaths
occur more lives roll in to fill up the vacant
places. Yet ail are anxious for a large incrcase
in the population of the Dominion.

CERTAIN persons interested in alî,m baking
puwders have long contended that these powders
were not injurious. Prof. Mallett, of the
University of Virginia, lias been makinîg a serieb
of experinients, some of which were upon hii-
self, in regard to the alui powders. While on
occasions, particularly witi the siallest doses,
there vas no observable effect, the general tenor
of the experiments seemed to estallislh beyond
doubt on his part, that the ingestion of aiuiin-
imn compounds retaided gastric digestion.
There was no pain, nor syniptom of gastric or
intestinal irritation, but tIhe weil known sensa-
tion of weigit or oppression due to indigestion,

and lasting two to ilrce hours. -le regards it
as a fair conclusion ' thait not only aluni, but
the residues w0hich its baking powdcr leaves in
breaid. cannot be viewed as harnless, buit must
l:e ranked as objectionable, and should be
avoided hvieni the objeci aiiied at is the produc-
tion of wiolesoie bread "

ATi A RI-CENT Iecting of the Chicago Master
Plumbers' Association Mr. David Whiteford
read a valuable paper relative to licensing
pluibers (in the Sanitary News), and in con-
clusioi said : In reviewing the thouglts which
have becei presencite, iltre grow out of tliei
several essential points for'the training of men
to carry on the business of a plumiber. First,
that the apprentice to the trade iust he requircd
to attend onc year in the daytiiic. or its equiva-

lent at night, durinîg the terni of tIe apprentice,
a ianual training-school where a special branch
Can be given covering the knotty points of the
trade. Second, the registration and examina-
tion of journeynen plumbers under state law
would correct two existing evils : (a) No ap-

prentice at the trade shouldi be examined and
registered for journeymîan until lie has served
his stated time ; (b) The journeynan should
nlot apply for a license to carry on the plumibing
business until lie is a registered journeymani in
gooi standing. Third, state legislation and the
unity of the craft. protecting and upholding the
Board of Ilealth, will go far tovard weeding
out and furnishing to the trade a class of con-
petent master pluibers.

TIuE British bIedical journal seeis 10 doubit
the wisdom of closing schools during the preva-
lence of scarlet fever. It savs : The closure of
schools is at all tiies a measure of doutlful
value for the limitation of scarlet fever, .eeing
that ihe chiidren are sure to play together in the
streets where they live. Sometimes the number
of absenices is so great wlien scarlet fever is
very prevalent, that the school naturally closes
itself, ulit whcn the alsentees arc but a sill
proportion of the whole numiber of sciooI
children, it is doubtful whether in towns the
risks o. Ie spread of infection are dimiinished
by preventing ic children congregating at ti
schlools.

iTHE Fo1.i.oWiNG official statistics relating to
tuberculous raittle at tue public slaugher house
of Augshurg arc of interest : During SS9, of
23,592 calves slaughtcred, only onc (an animal
thrce weeks ->ld) was found to lie ulercuilous.

Of 13,679 head of older catile, 612, or 4.4 per
cent., werc tuberculous. Of 8.537 oxen, 167,
or 1.94 ier cent., were tulerculous ; Whilde of
5,ooS cows, 445, or S.SS per cent., were affect-
ed with that disease. In 4 cases, or aliost i
per cent. of Ihe cows, the uldder was the seat of
tuberculosis. In 67 of the 612 cases in which
disease was discovered, the flesl was declared
unfli for food on account of generalised tubercu-
losis and destroyed.

PROFEsSOR MARK, on the instruction of the
State Board of Heallth of Massacliusetts, under-
took a course of cxperiients in order to dter-
mine the micthods by which trichinosis is usually
spread aniongst swinc. ie fouid that aiongst
logs rcarcd in Ihe vicinity of Boston, aind fed

niainly on tic offal of tic city, no less than 12.S6


