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even an exhaustive examination of the
visible paper is oftcn deeeptive, since
it is frequently found that a pcrfectly
harmless paper is hune over an old
arsenical one, and where it is suspected
that illness arises from, Ürsenical
poisoning, the medical adviser should
not bc content %vith anything Iess thian
a saniple of the piaper or papers strip-
ped off clean to the plaster. This can
generally be donc without disfiguring
the roomn by taking it lrom behiind the
bcd or somo other he-avy piece of furni-
ture. %Ve liave seeu as many as twelve
coats stripped off in one mass, of -%vhieh
perhars haif would be arsenical.

THE first Anierican contribution to
niiedical literature 'vas "A 13rief' Rule
to Guide the Conimon People in SmaII-
pox and Measels, 1374," by the Rev.
Thonmas Tliacher, first minister at the
old South Churceh in Boston. Su says
Dr. Francis Bacon, in "Sorne Accouint
of' the Medical Profession in NLew
Ha,.ven."

Tu E CHEMICAL COMP IOSITION OF
31Aa.-Frorn a elhemic-al point of
viewv, says Le Pîcicticicu, man is com-
])osed of thirteen elemnents, of wvhieh
live are [ordinar-ily] gases and eight
are soîids.. If w'e consider the cheni ical
composition of a main of the average
,%vight of 154 pounds, 've will find that
hoe is composed iii large part of o.cygen,
which is in a suite of extreme coin-
pr1ession~. In fact, a main weighing
154 poutids con tains n inety-seve n
])ounds of oxygen, 'the volume of
ivhich, nt ordinary temporatuire, would
exceed 980 cubie feet. The ltydrogeb
is mucb less in quantity, tbere being
less thari fifteen pounds, but which, in
a free state, would occupy a volume of
2800 eubie feet. The three otber gases
are nutrogen, neariy four pounds;
cidorine, about twenty-six ounces, and
7?oîurikc, tbree and a quarter ounces.

0f tho solids, carbon stands at the head
of the mctalloids, there being forty-
eight pounds. Nextcornes pao spltorius,
twenty-six ounces, and sulphur, three
and a quarter ounces. The most
abundaht metal is calcium, more than
three pounds; next potassiium, twvo and
a haif ounces; sodium, two and a
quar-ter ounces; and, last«Sy, iron, one
and a quarter ounces. Lt is neediessa
to say that the varions combinations
madle by these thirteen elements are
alniost innumnerable.

TiaE COMPULSORY SANITATION OF
HorrsEs.-According to the Lon don
Tizes, INIr. Dixon)-Har-tlanâ's bill pro-
po.sing a nev Sanitary Board for
London, now before .Parliament,
provides, in effeet, for the corn-
l)ulsory sanîtary in-pection and re-
gistration of ail buildings of wvhateveî-
natuire. The metropolis is, accordiing
to the schenie, to bo divided into
seventy districts, each of '%vhiehi is to
be "-under the control" or~ a sanitary
surveyor. On giving a 'veeki's notice
this officer and his assistants-the pre-
sent sanitary inspectors-may enter
a buildingr and inspeet adi sanitary ap-
pliances, fittings, and drains; and
should hie find the building not in a
sanitary condition lie ivili point out
the defeets, and require thern to be
amnended within three months. But
should the building be f'ound to be in a
.sanitary condition the surveyor will,
if desired, certify tbis for a fee of a
guinea. And without such a cerfificate
no house is in future te be lot. Ap-
parently, bowever, the certificate would
be valid fur this purpose for as mauy
as six years. A further provision is,
that no sanitary work is te be cern-
menced until the plans have been ap-
proved by the surveyor; nor le any
drainage work to be covered up pntil
it has been examined, testcd, and


