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MEXICO—FRANCE—THE UNITED
STATES.

(Srcoxp ArtICLE.)

l'l‘ is difficu)t to arrive at anything like & cor-

rect estimate of the population of Mexico,
but it igprobably between cight and nine millions.
Of these something over & million and a half arc
of unmixed European origin ; while the remainder
consist of pure Indians and balf-breeds of almost
cnuntless varieties, from the descendant of the
Conquistador ani bis aboriginal bride, with the
smallest possible tincture of red blood in his
veins, to the progeny of the Indian and the Negro.
If Mexico were conquered by the United States,
the restless population of the Uuion, from Maine
to the Rio Grande, would pour into the country
in greater or less numbers, according to circum-
stances, joined by detachments from endless rein-
forcements of immigrants from Europe. The
superior race would assume and maintain an as-
cendency over the mongrel breed, of which, as
we bave stated, the Mexican population chiefiy
consists; and among the results would bo the
gradual extinction of tho latter, who, in tho
meantime, won.d bo subjugated to a condition
that would be ope of slavery in all but the name,
and worse than even slavery in many respects.
The fate of these unhappy people would bo {30
same a3 that of tho Indians of tho Islands
and the continent under tho old Spanish rulo;

the causes and the mode of their operntions
would be different, but tho resuit would be alike
in both instances. Nur would the natives suffer
alone; the invading hosts would not cscape
unscathed from the ordeal. The deteriorating
effects of the admixture of races, joined to the
influcaco of climate, would, by a process of
steady decline, lower them physically and latel-
lectually in the scalo of humanity, in accordance
with the universal law of nature, of which we
have had so many examples in the history of
mankind. Tue men of the North and the West
deteriorate as they advance, by conquest or other-
wise, in a southern or castern airection, as wit-
ness the Persiang and the Greeks in Asia; the
Moguls and tho English in China and India;
and the Spaniards in South Awmcrice, although
their Gothic blood was so largely mingled with
that of the Arebs. We may mention, by the
way, in connection with this part of the subject,
taat, as an able American writer points out in
arccent work, the fact of the people of China
and other Asiatic countrics being destined to
find their way to the Atlantic sheres of this con-
tinent, as they bave already to California, will
prove another disturbing clement in the admix-
tare of races.  Again, if Mexico be annexed by
the United States, it will be with them as with
the English in ifindostan. Anncxation will
fullow annexation, until the Republic will absorb
alt that was once Spanish America, with the conta-
mination of ita abject races.  With them, as with
England too, this will become a necessity, if it
should cease to be an object of desire, or a deli~
berate policy. These are some of the reasons
which induce us to believe that the Americans
would not act wiscly in secking to extend their
territory in a southern direction.  The deteriora-
tion of race, by admixture with inferior blood,
and from the effects of climate, arises from
natural causes over which human laws can ex-
orcise little or no control. In a coutest between
man and nature, the victory, in the end, always
remaioes with nature.

There is anotber consideration which ouglhit
to have the utmost weight with the American
Government and pecple in deterring themr from
interference in the affairs of Mexico, and from
casting impediments in the way of letting the
Empire have a fair trial. While Amcricansboast
of the success of democratic iostitutions in theie
own country, the cnemics of the system have
always pointed the finger of scorn at its opera-
tion in Mexico and the other Soath American Re-~
publics. Ought they to wish that this standing
repraach should continuc? On the contrary,
would it not bo more for their interest, more in
v tho interest of tho institations they so
dearly love, that the ridiculous searecrow should
doff’ its Republican rags and assume s0mod cus-
tumo which might cover its nakednessand shame?
Ono blot on Amcrican institutions has been
erased by the cxtinction of slavery; the extine-
tion of tho spurious South American Republics,
if not an cqual benefity wonld at least serve to

moderate the unbelief of the sceptic and tho
laughter of the scorner. In France, it is said
that the Empuror Suulvuque, with his Marqus of
Marmalade aud his Count of Lemonade, or some
such titles, tended in no small degree to bring
monarchy into disrepute at an impurtant crisis in
Europe.

A war against Maximilian means war with
France. Wo need not dwell on the calamities
that would spring from such a contest to both
countries, in the injuries to their commerce, wero
that the sole consideration. Tho United States
would have a manifest advantage in being able
to reach the battle ground of Mexico without
having to cross the ocean; but, even on thisside
of the Atlantic, France is not an cnemy to bo
despised. Sho is the greatest naval power in
Europe, next to England; and her army, for
numbers, bravery, discipline, and equipment com-
bined, is uncqualled in the world. Her officers
are rcpowned for their talents, kuowledge
of their professions, and the fertility of their ro-
sourced. The Gallic cagle is strong of wing and
has sharp talons. But it would be unprofitable
to speculate further on this branch of the subject.
Would England be drawn into the quarrel 7 Not
if she could help it.  But she might not chooso
to accept the favour conceded by Polypbemus
to Ulysses, that, namely, of being the last to be
caten.

We imaginc that, for the present at least, tho
American  Government would not willingly
undertake a war for the conquest of Mexico, or
to drive the French and Maximilian thence. But
it may be forced on them. The people of the
United States ate thorough belicvers in the
Munroe doctrinc as part and parcel of the still
more favouritc dogma of Manifest Destiny, It
was Joubtless in obedience {o the popular senti-
ment that General Sheridan was sent to the
Mexican frontier at the head of a large force.
The language attributed to General Grant, and
which several other American Genersls certainly
did utter, must find & response in the bosoms of
the immenso masses of men whom they lately
commanded in the field, or it had never been
spoken. French and Anierican armics are con-
frontiog cach other across & narrow stream ; aad
accidvnt or intrigue may at any momentbringon
a collision. The Mexican people and thelr chiefs
have been rearcd and educated in revolution;
insurrcction is the business of their lives, and
they caunot casily sctile down to any fixed occu-
pation. To hope, then, an carly pacification of
that country would be vain. Thero may bo
temporary truces between partics, but not, wo
fear, o lasting peace for years to come. For thess
and other reasons there is danger that the Unjted
States may drift or rush into a sccond Mexican
war. But, aside from.this, tho position assumed
by the Amcrican Governmcent towards the Gov-
croment of Maximilian is highly detrimental to
the interests of Mexico., The refusal or delay to
acknowledgo tho Empiro, the army on the Rio
Grando; therthreats of gencrals fresh from tho



