
Jesus Anointed in Betlianv

APPLICATION
,1labaliter box, v. 7. Every lîeart carnies

ils alabaster box of precions ointment. In it
are shut up sympathy, helpfulness and joy.

But tono ften the box remnains
Henet closed and the ointrnent witlîin

Fragranice iswasted baeauoe il ns not uned.

J.et our hearts be like tiiose epiey isiands,
whose fragrance is wafted ftr out to sea on
the sumbrer breeze and announces te the
mariner even before he can ee them, his
approach to a sunny shore. Ut the gladness

iii our eyes and the friendship in our hanid-
shake intiosate even t0 strangers tbat we are

their broîhers and ready t0 help them.
Sometimes these alabaster boxes are bard to
break. 'lhey are clasped with the bands of
selfishnews; and auffering and disappoint-
nient are needful to force tieet open. If so,
the world je the gaier by our apparent niim-
fortune:

"No nbattered box of ojntrnent
We evier need regret,

For out of disappoiîitment
Flow sweetest odors yet."

To what purpoiie ia ibis wa8te, v. S. To
some, the sun is an object of never-ending
wonderment, wben tbey consider bow its

liglit ills the wbole heaven and
The. Donds illurniinates the distant planet;

ta ve to othern, it is a malter of con-
siderai ion only for thse light it gives their
dwelling and thse fertility witb wbieb it blesses
llîeir field. We onst bie ever on our guard
against this narrow, self-centred standard
of judgment. Thse deedis that bave lived in
liistory are those tbat forgot nelfisIs interest,

( refuse to count lIse cont, but eacrificed all
tlingn for norne noble purpone or sonne great
principle. Mackenzie went f0 Korea, and in
a very brie[ time Ise was in hi. grave ; Ion
Keitb-Faleoner went to Aden, and in a few
montbs fell a victim to its fever-strieken
climats. But who nhall ask, "To what
purpose is this waste V" seeing tbat the in-
spiration of their heroiss lias kindled like
ardor in a hundred other breasta ; and t he
crn of wheat that fell into the ground and
died, liae becomne a Isarveat.

Why trouble ye the msman ? v. 10. There
are about 20,000 deaths annually in India
from nake bites. From 1870 ta 1882 nearly

21000 died front, tlîiie clla. Olen thse bite
of acobrai i. atal in hlf an hour,

Dnntesy W'e can thlerefore understand
the. serentsiuY the vigilance of thse Govern-

ment in tbeir endeatvor te deslroy this terrible
n'-oîrge. le one' year, 22,000 serpentsn have
been kilied, and nearly 12,000l rupees pajul as
a reward for their destruction. But tIsere
are serpenta not s0 eusy 10 overeome, and
whoae inisible bite is just as great a menace
to tbe world'.a happiness. Thene are tse eriti-
cistea, minconslruct ions, and unkind reniarks
Iliat are conîinually bcing made ont tie ail ions
o! good peopale. 'fhere are Ibone who sec in
every good deed some selfi.gb purpose ; otliers
bave faultn te flnd in tIse meîbod of ils per-
formance, or are ready te point out Isow sorte-
lhing botter could bave been done. These
uncalled for reproaclies are unkind and haurt-

fol. TIsey trouble gond people. How bit-

terly David complains of tbemt 1 TIsey are
the snakes and serpents of the npiritual world.
Let is endeavor te deatroy them.

A good u'ork, v. 10. On tIse bordera of tIse
gandy African dcsert lived a kind-lîearted
man, wbo, every morning, took a pitcher of

eu)ld water f romt a spring and
Fer the. carried il t0 tIse duîaly tborough-
Thlrnty fare, and left it for any tbirsty

traveler who miglit pass tIsat way. Every
nuch action Iliat i4 prompted by syînpathy

for anotîjer's need or gratitude for benefits
received, is a good work. We live on tîle

bordera of a spiritual Sahara. Around us are
paaning every day souls lbirsting for tIse waler
o! life. Shahl we not each morning carry vilIs
us it the tlîreng of meni somes sweet refrenlu-

ing thougbb or purpose tIsat we have found in
thse Isour of our early devotions ?

l'e hove the pssr, v. Il. St. Lawurence wan

arrented by a natellite of a Roman emperor
on a rumoer tIsat tIse treasures of the Chîriatian

church were in bis keeping.
The. Trennace At tIse tribunal lie was required

Ol1heCurht 8a3 where these Ireasure#n
were. "In blree days,' lie replied, IlI will
bring tbem." On the third day Ise collecled
tIse nick and thse poor te whotr Ise disperaed
alois, and, placing bhem before the prefeet,
naid, Il Behold, bers are tlue treaaures of tIse
church."
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