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THE CHURCHMAN'S FRIEND.

Aml lhls wo believe to be, in the main, a cor-
rect represeniafion, New York contains pro-
bably a largor pumber of ministers of religion
it propartion to tho population, than any city
in the world} (he list of Lpiscopal clergymon
aloug comprises ono hyndred names, Wealth

too is freoly at their disposalj the property of

Prinity Church Corporntion is worth four mil-
lions of dollars; and there is no want of men
who possess not only riches to give, Lut the
heart to give them, if the duty were but made
plain to them. One hundred earnest devoted
men, with wealth unbounded at their disposal,
ought surely to he able Lo make somo impres-
slon even upen such a population as that of
New York; and yet they make none. We
have recently had an opportunity of making
inquiries on this head, and wo repeat it, they
make none. The Metliodists malo Lut Littlg
but they make some; the Baptists and Presby-
tetians make some; but the Chuich makes
none, nona at least that is worth speaking of,
upon the masses, )

But <o wo therefore blame the clergy of New
York? Noj it is not the clergy that we blame,
but the eystem; anc we d¢ so in the hope of
arresting a tendency to slide into the sante sys-
tem which is, we fear, springing up in our
midst,  The American system is totally opposed
to that existing in all ages in the Church
Catholie, and still in the Chureh of England;
and still, though even now hudly so fully
renlized, among owseclves.  We shall perbaps
mpke oursehes best understood if we explain
what i3 meant by & “ parish” in England, and
what is meant by a “parish” in the United
States. A parish then in England is a certain
tervitorinl distriet which is under the spiritual
¢harge of one or more clergymen; every man,

woman, and child within that district is under-

the chargoe of the clergyman; and for the soul
of every man, woman, and child he ought to
foel himeell awfully responsible. Of course
there will bé many who will reject his authority

- and spurn his ministrations; there will be thou-

sands who will turn a deaf ear, and refuse to
fisten to his words of exhortation or rebuke.
But still the fact remains, that whether they
hear or whether they forbear, he has the spi-
rituab-charge over-them; he knows them to bo .
the wandaring sheep whom it is Afy busivess to

: rl aing 1»'1' ‘:. T I‘O“IU" to his mnster's fold: He

will thorefore, if he bo at all earnest, be found
“ fighting with vice,” and encountering it even
in its slrongholdy; he will be found seeking out
the \vretched and the outcasts, and striving to
win the souls of sinnéra to heaven, for whom
he will have to give atcount hoveafter, It is
true that in some of the densely crowded cities
of England, it is iropossible to carry out in
practice the beautiful theory designed by the
Churcli; so rapidly has the population increas.
ed that it hae far outstripped the provision
made for their spiritual wants, and the helpless
minister of Christ is like some laboring oavs-
wan, who strives in vain to make headway
against the rushing tide, and with all bLis efforts
can bately hold his own. But, nevertheless, ho
does strive.

An American “parish” is a very different
thing. A parish, in the Janguage ef the United
States, is an aggregation of individuals who
choose to worship in any particular chureh.
We bave had an opportunity of examining the
visiting Hst, in other words the parish register,
of one of the most eminent of the clergy of New
York, It compiised the names of individuals
scattered through the entire city, including ma-
ny in Brooklyn, and some in Siatén Island, five
mxles away. These constitute his ¢ parish.”

To these he consxders his services.due; to these
his ministrations are rendered. With them he
considers that bis responsibility begins and ends,
Qf the destitute thousands who may be wan-
desing in darkness and unbelief close around his
own door, hLe knows nothing,, and for them he
caves nothing; they are not in his ¢ parish.”
They do not come to hear him preach; they do
nut contribute to his salary; they are nothing
fo him, and he is nothing to them. The result
is seen in the multiplication of gorgeoys and
Iuxurious churches among the wealthy residents
in the upper parts of the. city, and in the spi-
ritual neglect. of the densely crowed districts
oceupied by the toiling thousands. The official
repoit of the Committee of the Legislature, to
which we bave elsewhere referred, shows that
“ duing tha last fow years, three churches,
situated in districts wholly inhabited by the
waiking classes, or those still more destitute,
. have been lost. to the Episcopal Church.” Of
these -one has beon sold to the Romanists, an-
. other for secular uses, andthe third, altliough
<mroun<'l¢d bx lhe ]'m(Tcd estate of the we'ﬂthv




