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who discourse learnedly about wvili-
power, imnagination, and fanaticisrn, stili
the heart of the Oliurch beats true to
the belief that the prayer of faith ever
bias been and stili is efficacious against
sickness and death, and to make inopera-
tive, wvhen needful, the very laws of
nature.

T hat, «Ithe prayer of faith " is taught
in Seripture as a distinct positive quan-
tity, ail must admit who even cursorily
read their Bibles. Examine for example
such passages as the foliowing: " For
verily I say unto you, If ye have faith

as a grain of rnustard seed, ye shall say
unto this mountaili, «Remove hence to
yonder place> and it shall remove; and
nothingr shahl be impossible uinto you.
IEowbeit this kind goeth not out but
by prayer." Matt. 17: 20, 21.

"For verily I say unto you, That who-
soever shial say unto this mountain, Be
thou renioved, and be thou cast into the
sea; and shall not doubt in bis heart,
but shahl behieve that those thingys wbich
lie saith shiah corne to pass; he shahl
have whatsoever be saith. Therefore I
say unto you, What thiing,,s soever ye
desire, wvhen ye pray, believe that ye
receive thern, and ye shall have them."
Mark Il: 23, 24.

(If ye shall ask anything in My nane,
Iwiil do it." John 14: 14.

ccIf ye abide in Me, and My words
abide in you, ye shail ask wvhat ye wvii1,
and it shall be done unto you." Johin
15:7.

"Verily, veriiy, I say unto you, What-
soever ye shall asic the Father in My
nam-e,He xviii give it you." John 16 : 2,3.

"And this is the confidence that we
have in iRim, that, if we ask any thing
accordingr to lis will, Hie heareth us.
And if we know that le hear us,
wbatsoever we asic, we know that we
have the petitions that we desired of
Eliru." 1 John 5 : 14, 15.

"And tbeprayeir offorith shahl save the
sick, and the Lord shall raise hum Up."
James 5: 15.

It will be readily admitted that this
list of Scripture references could be
largehy increased. Now, it is our con-
tention that these and kindred passages
plainly teach that "the prayer of faith "
is a distinct, positive quantity in Obris-

tianity, and in thi2wev beieve xve are in
barniony with the whoie current of
teaching in evangelical churches.

But xve furtber niaintain that this dis-
tinct somethin'g may be separated, alike
froin presumptuous faith (the parent of
fanaticism), and the inistiness ofgenerali-
ties, whichi tend to destroy its effective
power. In this latter opno e manot be as well supported by Wgeneral
belief as in the former; nevertheless, al
will admit that the subject is xvorthy of
the closest consideration, and that ail
efforts to clear it frora errors, ;vhich im-
pair its practical value, are in order.

Now, notice that too close literalism in
interpreting these passages cannot be
right. To affirm, on thne strengrth of
Çhrist's words, that any Christian bias
the power, if hie wvili use it, of removing
the Rocky Mountains, for izample, is
absurd. And yet, if the passage be care-
fully studied, it wili be seen that a kind
of literalisin in interpreting it is proper.
IDoes it not enunciate the iaw that " the
prayer of faith " xviii remove mouintains?

But what is this prayer of faith ? In
Christ's xvords, it is not doubting in the
heart, but beiieving, absoiuteiy, that the
tbing desired shahl be done. But this
is only removing the difficuity froni one
tbing to another. It may be as difficuit
to believe after this sort as to perforin
the miracle itself. In. consonance with
the Saviour's statemnent, St. James de-
clares that the prayer of fait]] shall save
t'ne sick. This must be literaliy true.
B ut the question immediate]y arises, Is
the prayer of faith always possible wben
the eiders are called in to make suppli-
cation for the afflicted one? If it were
so, then a few eiders of the ricrht sort
would suffice to banish sickness f'rom any
church.

Now, it is just at this point that we
take issue with the modern teacbing in
the faith-cure movement. According to
these teachers the prayer of faith is
alxvays possible in the siek room, and
that, therefore, it is virtuaily a mere
matter of -wiii power on the part of the
patient and eiders as to whetber sickness
shahl depart and perfect soundness of
body be secured. IBlowexrer, we wiil not
in this article take Up this part of the
question, but xviii confine ourselves to


