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into the sibyl cave of destiny and receive
no answer but on echo. . . . No pillar
of cloucl by day îtnd no pillar of fire by
nighit guide tie pilgrîîn. »Îo such lenigthi
hias the spirit of cniquiry carried him..
. . . Perhaps at no cra of bis life wvas
lie more decisively the servant of goodniess
tbc servant of God, than even nowv %vheni
doubtirg God's existence. " One circuai-
stance 1 note, " says hoe," after ail the name-
lcss wvoe that inquiry, wvhich for me
w~hat it is not always, genuine love of truthl,
biad %vroughit me, I ~Iovertlicless still loved
truth and wvouId abate no jot of mny aile-
Zgi1,ance to becr. -"Trutli," 1 crieci, "thougli
the heavens crush me for following ber.
No falsehood, though a wvhole celestial
Lubberiand wvere the price of apostacy."
In conduct it %vas the same, liad a divine
messenger from tbe ciouds, or miraculous
handwriting on the ivail, convincirigly pro-
claim-ed to me, t/lis t/out shial do,with %vhat
passionate readiness, as 1 often tliought,
wvould I have donc it, hiad it been leaping
into the infernal fire. . . . Thus wvas
the infinite nature of duty stili dimiy
pibent to me; living without God iii tbe
%vorld of God's ligblt 1 was not utterly
bereft. If rny as yet sealed eyes, %vith
tlieir uspeakable longing could nowhiere
sec hiai, nievertheiess in my hieart lie
\v'as prosent, and bis lieaven-written law
stili stood legible and sacred tbiere." At
the close of the chapter lie says: " The
overiasting no hiad said: bebold thou art
fathorless, outcast, and tbe universe is mille
(.the devii's) ! to wvbich my whole ine xiow
inade answ'er: I arna not tbnïe, but froc
and forever biate thece. It is from tbis hour
I incline to date imv spiritual newv birtb
perhaps I directly thereuport began to be
a man."

Thus docs Carlyle give us a i-nost
graphic picture of bis spiritual ttate. Vic-
tory over these spiritual dragons, hoe tells
us, ho gained for the first time wvhilst 'valking
alone in tho the Leith \Val, but the final

victory w~as gainoed four vears later, in the
year [826. Flore is hlis own languagr:

l nternlally1 too. there wverc far highier
things going on ; a grand andcl ver joyful
victory getting itself achieved at last; the
final chaining dowvn, tranmpling hirn, ' for-
good,' homne inito thecir caves forever of ail
mny spiritual dragons, wbich hiad w~rought
me sucli mal, and for a (lecade past hiad
made my life bitter. Tis year, 1826, sa%\
the endi of ail that w~ithi surcb a faingi- oit
mny p)art as may bc fanicied. I founld it to
bc essentially ivhiat Methodist people cal>
their 'conversion,' the cleliverance of thecir
souls from the dcvii andi the pit ; precisely
enoughi that in now forai, and there burt
accordingly a sacred flarne of jov in me,
sulent in rny inmost being, as of one lienice-
forth superior to fiate, able to lork dow~n
on its stupid injuries wvitli contcmpt, par-
don anci almost with a kind of thanks anci
pity. This holy joy,' of w'lich 1 kept
silence, lasted iii me for several years in
blessed couniterpoise to sufferings ai-d dis-
courageinents cnough; nor lias it proved
wh'iat I cati caîl fkillacious at any time since.>

If thîis is not clear conversion or a ne
birtli," 'vhere arc \v'e to look for such ?
Ancl, be it rememnbered and laid to heart,
tlîat this clecr, spirituial '«neiw birtli " took
place in one wh'lo gave assent to no know~n
creed or dogma ivliatrecr. Ho iivas siimlly an
honest iîýani, passionately iii love witlî trutlî
and riglîtcousnoss, figliting lus w~ay to God
amidst doubt, clifflculty, andl sometimes
evon despair. Yet Goci met lîim and gave
*iim sucli a, revelation of liim-self, lus
fatherhocod, bis divine loving caî-o, tiiat car-
ly!e becam-e thceredftor a nez'w inai, and one
of the mniglitiest tue \vorld lias cver seeni.

Froude declares, and righitly wve tbiink,
tlîat Carlyle's moral force and love for
righteousness andi trutlî ai-e wvlat really,
nade liin great. IHe preaclied riglîteous-
noss anci der.ounced falsehood and ail
iniquit.y w'ith a v!ebernence and a courage
seldomi seen aiiywvliere, oveni in tie pulpit.


