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WHAT THE TURF WANTS,

It 1s ¢aid that water constantly dropping
will wear a holo in a stone, and that great
offects frequently follow smoll causes. Frotn
time to time wo hiavo called tho atiention of
our Racing Associations to tho absoluto ne-
| cosaity of forming thetuselves into 8 Dom.

Iy onrnal
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#. COLLINS & CO., PROPRAIETONS.
CKFPICE : -No. 00 KING.8T. WEST.

Al Cémmmlcatioi\vintenm for the ~ Sporting
Times sheuld be sddressed P, COLLING & Co..
sporting Timen Office—ind net to any of our
employues. This will aveld mny do_ly -

Managers, Agents, Doorkeepers, «£¢., of Amuses
ments, and Managers and Secretaries of Nacing
Aasoctations, Shooting Clubs, Athletle, Base Dall
and Cricket Qlubs, de., e,

Arxe reapuctiully fnformed, that all Correspond.
ents of the Sronrino Tinxs are supplied with
s vard of o Poneee color, with the uAme
of the oity or town' and ndont, signed
by the propriotors of this paper, with & punch
sfamp of & horso's hasd upon the left upper
ooroor, and dated July 3st, 1876, each card
yanning for throo months, No perron i8 au.
thorized to uso any other eredential on our
bokalf. Manogers will save themselvos from
ymposition b dgmmdlna AX‘I oxhibition of ;xdtd
cand, and rofu to rooopt any excuse what-
over for its non-pgrodmuon. The card is not
transforablo ; and if it.be prosented byan

orson other than the ono whoso numo it
oarg, managors and othors will retain it and
madl it to this oftice.

Persons applying for tha position of Correspond-
ent are respectinlly requosted to consider 8i-
L8NcE A Nxoative,

DATES CLATMED FOR 1876.
AMERICAN,
Ogdensburgh «ev cervererssasennsSepts 26 to 290
Jeromo Park (Runnivg)...Sept. 80 to Oct. 14
Pottetown, P ccovecesscsresssseasOct. B to G
Wz lington, D.C. (Running)...Oct. 24 to 27

1870.‘ 4
—= ‘tho Natlonal Associstion of the TUnited

injon Asrociation, something on tho besis of

States, for wntoal protection aund bonedlt,
and for turtheriug tho welthro of tho turf in
Canada. This has beon ding-donged futo the
enrs of our readers until we can wall imagiue
it fas Lecome monotonone,  But if success.
ful 3 caasing a movo to bo mado in this
much dositod - direction, we aro - sure

= ithoy will pardon us for the persistency

with which we Lave advocated it. As wo
linvo repentedly said bofore, nutil wo bave
tomotbing of this kind ir. Canada, thes turf
intorest will get plong slowly. Itiguone too
strong now angd requires to bo well nursed if
it artives ata proper strenglh to maintain
itaelf.  Publio confilence must Lo re.estab-
lished, aud nothing will go so far to arrive at
this point 85 & unfon of our leading clubs,
Take for examplo an occarrence bLere Inst
woek. A lorse wasso palpally pulled from
winning, within sight of the whole of . the
spectators, that his owner, rider and horse
were ruled off by tho Judges. In their
official capacity thoy could not in honor do
anytbing less, and the existivg rules would
vot allow them to do any more. But what
o farce is guch a punishment. It is possible
tho hiorge would never again pay o visit to
Woodbine ; and if Lo did ho might be per
mitted to staxt under o change of lessces,
who would not feol bound to respect any
edicts which their predecessors bad issued.
Well indeod could bis owner afford to laugh
at tho sontence pronounced aguinst him, as
the penalty carried no punishment with it,
But it would be fur different if aa affiliation of

—ee our leading racks hnd been formed who

would respect the rulings of one another in

CANADIAN. perpetuity.  Then a sentenco of suspension

Fergus .ccecvvvenreees cvsactasestanen Bept. 27 t0 20 . expulsion would raean something to bo
KiBgrtoNeccsses oo s sossamsssssnncesaOtt, 8 106 dreaded ; now it is & harmless burst of dig:
Ottawa, Mutehmor. .coserueecnses Oct. 4 a8d 5154 judicial action to be lsughed at. In
Ottaws, Dominion Parx ...  Oct. 620 7., present case it amounts to wnotinng ;
Mt Forest ...ocoveeiiiereiarsiniiens Oct. 9 i010 under an affiliated association it wounld
Kingnton..............................Oct. 10 t.o 13 mean all the word conveys. A Caunadian
CLAtHAM cevererenreresssssnsneessesss 00t 17 T0 18 Association, would wo foel assured; do muen
S — :;::en?er o;r loc;lbolnbs permanent, sand

- % of itself would Yo quite a step in ad-

ENTRIES CLOSE. vance. With stability as a basis £‘ the sys.

AMERICAY, tom, it would bo bat asbort time before im-

2944, | Provements would suggest themselves only
Ogdensbutgb...n:;:;;;:; Sept. 220d to be,adopted. -The various clubs throngh-
g . . oyt tho coantry are, we feel satisfied,

Ferfag ... ssssaesarsansnisinanes a.........Sepfn 22 anxious to :Qnd their agsistanco to any
Otiawa, Domupion Park sresssenssacane Sept. 80} 1 engure which will tend to bring abont a
RIDEELOD seviarnesvunnerencnnnes vesesesesars :..Oct. 81 union of all tho varions interests. It only

Correxpandents and othere will remember
the change of our offics, No. 90 King-St.

West, Toronto, s aur present address.
ok i

A WORD FOR OURSELVES.

YLast week concluded tho ficst year ond &
balf of our proprictorslup of tho SromTiNg
Trses, Whother wp havo made that im-
provement in tho paper our friends had a
nght to expoct, i8 o query to which each one
will have to roply for himself. So far as we
aro individunlly concerned, our connection
with tho press hns boen of the most nleasing
character, and the many iattering notices
wo have recoived of pur humble effosts, hiave
dono much to smnooth what might otherwise
bave been a rugged path.  About @ year ago
wo called upon our friends for their active
assistance towards tho support of the Srorr-
iva Tiuss, and our appeal was auswered
vory satisfactorily. , Tho torms aro purely in
advunce, but wo have so far deviated from
thus ™wle a8 to not moke our demand until
one half tho year hos oxpired. During next
week we © I} drow upon our subserihers at

- =% n ints a. the Express Companics raach,
w.lne Lope they wmall be prompt ia recog
mz ngour call.  Wo have fulfilled one-half
*he tory for which we ask payment, and it
an ba, dly be ~onsidered more than justiee,
 tha part of the patrons, to respond fredly
e our appeal.
In thie conuectan 1t might Lo as well
- .
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requires some prominent Association: of two
to make the initial move, and it-will be sur-
prising how rapidly it will assume shape out
of chaos. By the first Bpriog moetings of
1877 thery would be sdch a strong bond
of fraternity established throughout the
country, that its effects wonld be felt*im-
mediately for the better. Oneo under proper
headway it would soon be seen how rapidly
the movement would extond fromn its own
momoentum, and thoze who came witlin its
scope would look back and wonder why such
a pauacen had boen left unused. By all
means let sumething be done the present
winter towsrds forming an Association
which will cement the friendly fecling and
business interests of what should be one of
tho leading industrics, whon itsramifications
aro considered, in the country.

B ENTRIES FOR OGDENSBURGH
CLOSE TO-DAY, 228D,

m—

ARE THE POOLS OFF ?

Withiu tho bounds o/ moderation it can
bo safoly said this question has been address-
od to v3 more wan o handred tines since
last Monday afternovn, Wha! 1t means can
readily bo astertained from tho following
statement, Tha 2:85 race et Woodbine, of

!

ta | consent of th
c'\(\ ned |

which four heats wero trofied on Sasurday,
was postponed nutil Monday sfternoon. On
Monday tho track was bad, and with.the
o horsemen the Association

b

tion of the Intexests of tho American Trot.
ting Tarf, in forco Prgm and after Febrnary
0, 1870, bearing upon tlie question are sub-
wilted.
¢ RuLk 18,—~YoweR oF POSTrONRMENT .~
4 Tu case of aufuvorable weather, or other
*' unovoidable cause, each arsociation or prg-
** prietor shall have power to postpone to
* the next fair any and good track (omitting
* Buaday}, all purses or sweepstakes, or any
“raoo to which they have contribuied
4 roney, upon giving nouoce thereof , and
¢ they wnny oxerciso this power beforo or
stafter the raco has commenced.

“ Ruug 19.—No TrorTixe arTen Dang.—
4* No lieat slinll be trotted when It is o dark
** that the liorscs cannot bo Slalnly seep by
* the Judges from tho stand, but” all such
“ raoes ghall Vo continued: by the Judges to
“ tho next fair day (omitting Sanday), at
¢ such hour.us they shall designate.

* In nll purges, wmatches, nud stakes, tho
¢ the above rulo shall govern, unless other-
¢ wiso espeocially agroed betwoen the parties
* and the association omproprietors.”

Tho Betting Rules provide as follows :—

* No. 2.~If o rnco i« postponed, it shall
* not affect the pools or bete that may havo
¢ been mado onit. Tuey suall stand until
¢ the rave comes off, unless the contrary
¢ ghall bo agreed on between tho parties
¢ betting 3 provided the raco tukes place
** within five dnys of the time first named ;
4 aftor which time all bots nud pools are
¢ drawn, unless made play or pay.”

Tho above extracts are all we have found
in the National- Association Rules bearing
upon the queetion, and as the interests to
both the associntion and the pool bayers ars
great, they are given in full, so that a mis-
understanding on the sudject is hardly pos-
siblo.

= ENTRIES FOR FERGUS CLOSE
THIS FRIDAY EVENING.

MYSTERIES OF HANDICAPPING.

I{ not always, at times it is much oasier to
oriticise than perform, . Where one is found
capable of inangurating or completing some
project, there are hundreds who feel compe-
tent of passing critical opivions. Frobably
nowhere is this soon to such an extent asin
handicapping raco horses for trials of speed.
There nre no scales by winch the relative
mments of the diffurent contestants at thet var-
ticular time can be weighed, and the gentle-
mon who perform the onerons duty of en-
denavoring to ! ring tho horses together by a
discrinination of weighs have to rely to a
great extent upon tlie previous performances
of the animals relatively with one another if
before engaged together, or compare their
merits with one another by their trials with
other horses. If successfol in makinga good
raco of it, the handicap has been well made ;
if otierwise everybouy will tell you no sort
of judgment lias been exercised, and im-
proper motives aro not unfrequently imput-
ed. 1t requires a sort of natural power as
well as u thorough acquaintance with the
horses to Le weighted to even approximate
to what would be conmdered stract justice n
a matter of this kiud. And even {lhen the
weighting may be faulty, as the handicapper
cannot foretel] or control tho feelings of the
horses when brought to the stand, much less
calculate upon the judgment of the rider who
may qbtain the mount. If race lorses and
riders were machines, subject only to the
natural laws of mechanics, and not endowed
with physical feelings or wesknesses, then
the posaibilities of brninging them together
would be much better, But there are some
handicaps which appear to be beyodd the
comprehension of any one, oxcept the par-
tios who had the imposition of the weights.
An instance of this may be seen in our sum-
mary of the races at Woodbine. On the first
day Wagram carried ten pounds less than
Galaten and won the raco easily. Hero was
a recont perfarmauee by whioh the merits of
theso two hiorses would ha capable of com-
parison, providing, of conrse, it was believed
tho bes! horse won. But in the steeplechase on
Batorday it will bo noticed the sams relative
weights wero carned, notwathstanding tho
eagy wnictory Wegeam had on Thursdsy, and
bis groatér nbility to arry weight. Again
Wagram, as might be supposed, camo to the
front. Who the gentlemen were who mado
thu handteap is totally-unknown to us, but

their action has supplied us with a text for
an axticlo ; and the conclusions arrived atin

lm‘

Syorting Basgsip.

A lig match js tulked of betweon York

Hamilton track in about four weeks, The
ex-alderman thinks lis Milesan can get
away with the son of Champion. We hopo
it,will not bo a fizzle.

- Goldsmitlh Mnid trofted against 2-14 at Al-
bony last weelt. Tho track was heavy, and
her fastest Licat was 2:17.

Tho Turf, Field and Ferm of last weck
eays of the 8portiNG TrMrs Stallion Trot :

it is only fuir to commond the able and
ocourteous mansgement of My. Pete Collins,
who, through this event, has made his namo
o houseliold one in Counada, There wore
estimated to havo beon about two thousand
spectators on the ground, including a large
share of ladies. During the whole day nob
a mishap was reported. The Judges, in
their official capacity, certainly dil their
sharo of work, aud gave the utmost satistac.
tion to all concerned."

The Mountreal horse market lnst wock was
looking up, a numnber of Awmerican buyors
are in the market, and sgomo good sales have
tuken place. A fine fast horse, owned by
Mr. Chgs. Quuntal, was eold for $600 on
Boston account.

Messrs, Maleolm, Sinclair, and Wm. Par-
voll, of 8t, Thomns, are now cugaged in
buying hurses 1n the County of Elgin, Ont.,
for shipment to Englaud. They are giving
prices rangiog irom 8100 to 140 per head,
and have already secured a magnificent lot
of animals. :

The Mount Forest inaugural will bo held
on Oct. 8th and 10th. About a thoussnd
will be hung up for cympetition.

The Oswegatchie Agneultaral Associntion
of ‘Ogdensburg, have paid Dr. A. O. Cole-
man, of Ottawa, a complimment in selecting
him as one of the judges of horzes at the
coming fair in Ogdensburg. No better
selection could hiave possibly been made.

‘We have received fromn My, F. E. Pound,
Montello, Wis., 8 copy of 2his * Hand-
book fur Young Sportsmen.” Tlus is a val-
uable vade mecum, s complete multum in
parvo, and as tho price is only 25 cents, it
should bein the hands of all our youthiul
field sports.

Mr. Wm. Clarke, ot Greonwood, Ont., re-
ceived tho gold medal at the Centonnial for
bis imported thoroughbred etallion War-
manbie. Mr. John White, of AMilton, Ont.,
was tho recipient of a-silver medal for the
well-known province-bred Texror.

OTTAWA RACES.

—

INAUGURAL MEETING OF DOMINION PARK,

The managers of the New Dominion Trot-
ting Park ot Ottaws, publish in to-day’s
paper their inaugural bill> The dates sclect-
ed are Oct. 5, 6 and 7, and the amount of
money to bo contested for is 81,600, Pro-
vision has been made for troiting, runuing
and hurdle horses. The trotting classes are
divided'into 8-minute, 2:40, 2:85, free-for-
all, and a8 five-mile dash, besides a local
club purse. Two hurdle races, one local.
and ono open ; 2od a mile hedt ruoning race
open to all comyrise the preminms for run-
ners, This division gives threce events for

ench dsy. From the well-known interest
which is taken in taxf sports in the capital,
and the prestigeattached to the mew traek
and essocintion, it is not dangerons to pro-

heey & successtul moeting, Dominion
‘Bules govern, and entries close on the 80th
inst.

KINGETON RACES.

Cataraqui D. P. A., Kingston, in to-day's
paper, that they have.changed the dates of
thewr meeting to Oct. 10th, 11th, and 1%th.
This was done to avoid clasbing with Otfaws,
and no doubt the chango will be beneficial.
In thoe Kingston programme thers are six
ovents, ive of which are for the trotting
classes, ranging from the green ones to free-
for-all. There is & prrse for running horses,
open to all, on the lasy day, but no distance
is given, an omission that.will probably be

‘Mmmﬂ.ﬂff.“ Lo o2 IO SOR. |

** Tho race passed off vory plensautly, and ,

Stute and 8¢, Patrick, for $1,000, to go over | PS

It will bo scen by the sdvertisoment of the |

more, his death having ocourred on Bunday,
Sept. 10, at tho Kaneas Stock Farm, near
Lawrence, IKan. For many years past
Ethan Allen has occupied & distinguished
sition on the American trotling turf, and
aliko on the $rack and at the stud has won
rilliant | o sud renown.  His old and in-
telligont d. rver, Dun Maeo, in one of Lis in-
tercating acticles, entitled * My Expenenca
with Trottors,” in speaking of this horse,
truly soid : ** Almost overy man who takes
m;Iy intercst in trotting horses had seen Ethan
Allen, for be has trotted all over the country,
from the Atlantic Coast to the Mississippi
River.,” Ho was foaled in 1848, and was
aired by Hill's Black Hawk, dam a fawmous
gray voad mure owned by J.\W. Holoomb,
of Ticonderoga. His {rotling career com

meaced at tho unusually early age of two
years, for ho waa only that age when he
trotted, and won his first match—a race on
tho ice, Although a pure-gaited horse, he
could always trot faster with & ruuning mate
than in haruess, and it was when thus rigged
that he beat Doxter in their memorable
wantch on tho Fashion Course, L. I., when
he gut throo heats on the record, in 2:16,
2:16, 2:19. Ho was a wondorful campaign-
or, cons' laring tho abusivo treattnent hie was
sabjected to ; and his old trainer has put on
record that he never required any {raining,
but was always in condition to trot, if bho hiad
enough to eat and drink, Hir disposition
was the perfection of gentleness, and this
quality, along with bis own matohluss sym-
metry of form and pureness of action, ho
transmitted in # strikiog degres to his pro-
geny. From him have descended’ such dis-
tinguislied {rotters as the beautiful Pooalon-
tas, Billy Barry Fanny Allen, Honest Allen,
Hotspar, Fanny Loe, Warwick, Washington
Irving, snd many others. His daughters
possess, in a great dearee, his fine qualities
and beauty of conformation, which they
transmit to their produce unimpaired, so
that the name ot Ethan Allen bids fair to
descend to posterity in a long lino-of illus-
trious descendants,

ERICSSON,

The famous trotting stallion Ericsson,
dind at Marysville, Ky., on t{ »7th inst., of
inflamation of the bowels. :

Ericsson, formyxly Morgan Chiof, ba
horse, was foaled in the Spring of 1836, sire
;.\qy old Mambrino Chief, dam Mrs. Caudle, 8

ow York bred mare, celebrated as a road-
ster, and, aflor her retircment, as a famous
brood mare. It Liss been claimed that she
was sired by o horse of Messenger blood,
who stood in Duchess Comﬁg. New York,
bat as all attenapts to.establish her pedigree
have tailed, it can only bo said that her pedi-
greo is lost in obscurity. Ericsson was's
dark nabogany bay, standing 16} hands
high, with rather a heavy, coarse head, set
well on a stont neck, running into fine, well-
inclined shoulders, an excellent barrel, great
length, powerfal hips and guarters, hislimbs
large and well under bim, and his style lofty
and grand.. A prominent feature in his face
was 2 full, bright ecye, indicative of bigh
coursge and intelligence,

As o trofter hiis carcer was brilliant while
it fasted, but very brief. Me made his debut

jasa foar-year old, beating Kontucky Chicf

and Albion over the Lexington Course, Ken-
tneky, on the 27th of May, 1860, mile heats,
in harness, in.2:42%, with only seven days’
training. On the 18th of Ootober, sameo
day, Erissson irotted a mateh to wagon
against Todhunter's Idol, in harness (aleo s
Lexington, Ky.) winning in three straight
heats, in 2:49, 2:41, 2:883}. It should be
mentioned in this counection thatin s E:sl;
vate trinl msade 2 few days before the

race mentioned, Ericsson trotted fo wagon
in %:26. His next regular race was at Lounjs-
ville, Ky., Oct. 28, ssme year, when he
trotted again-t A. H. Brand’s Kentucky
Chief, by } =brino Clief. Four heats
ware trotted ., 2:89%, 2:843, 2:804, 2:82, Er-
icsson winning tie second, third and gfourth
heats. This may be set down as the hest
four-year-old performance on record. This
closed Ericsson’s turf career and Lo wss
sold by his breeder, Enoch H. Lowis, to Hon.

K, C. Burler, of Detruit, Mich., who owngL..,,_

him an to the tums of his death.

Asa stallion Ericsson has veen very sac-
cessful. Hi3 oolts are of fine size and temper
and ‘have good trolting action. Among tho
best of his get are Lumber and Doyle, the
former with a rosord.of 2:80, and the latler
2:297. Nono of his colts, however, have as
yet reached bayond these figures,

BTAR DAVIS.

This noted son of imp. Glencoe .and Mar-
geret Wood, by fmp. Priam, out of aria
West, the dam of Wagrer, by Marion, died
at the siables of his owner, John M. Clay,
near Loxington, Ky., on the mght of the 2nd
of Sept., aged 27 years, cnd waw buried on
Sunday, the third, by his owner on the farm.
Star Davis was a good raoe horse, and tho
axre of somo yood ones, sithough .he covered
very fow mares, baviog been kep$ very poi-
vetely on the Ashland estate, and not ofien
offered for pablic service. The besdt of his
get were Matt Davis, Metairio, Joe Davis,

Laura Bruce, W. B. Davis, Zwirara, Zara.
thodeath ofen

Snucebox, Seramble. Lo With
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