
sprinkling of the blood of Jesus," (which, in ail cases, is appre-
hended by taitii,' as the inedia through %vhicli our ciection is et*

fte,-" ilc hogI sanctification of the Spirit, " &c. 'These
cannot, therefore, be flicecnds of our personal election ; l'or if
we are elected Il thrioitghi" that sanctification of tlie Spirit wvhich,
produces obedience, ive are not elected, being tinsaiîctiticd and
disobedient, in order to, be sanctilied by the Spirit that %vu miay
obey. e -W #*9I

Very similar ta tlie passage just explained is, 2 Thessalo-
nians ii. 1,1, 14 ''But we are boutid ta give tiidr1ks always to
God for you, brethiren, because God biath from the giig
chosen you unto, salvation, throughi sanctification of the Spirit
and belief of the trutti ; wheieunto lie called you by our Gospel
to the obtaining of the giory of our Lord Jesus Christ. " ý*
But the callinm of the inembers of this church is net representcd
by the Apostie as the e/Je;ct of their hiaving been choseni, but, on
the contrary, their election is spoý-en ot as the effeet of II the
banctiication of the Spirit and belifefofthc trutiî ;" anîd these,
as the effects of the callin'g of the Thessalonians by the Gospel,
"4whereunto," te which sanctification and faith, Illie cailed you
by our Gospel." » W

There are scarcely any other passages in the -New Testament
which speaki expressly of personal election ; but there is another
ctass of texts ini ;hich, the term Il election>' occurs, %vhich refers
'to believers, not distributively, but collectiveiy - not persoaly,
but eis a body, eitie«r existing as particular clîurches, or as the
uxiversal church. Thus tîe Synod of Dort quetes, as the
leading proof of its doctrine of personal electien, Ephes. i. 4-6:
IAccording as lie hath chosen us in lîim before the foundatiotu

of the world, that ive shouid be holy and wi!hout blame before lîim
in love ; having prcdestinated us u'n&o the adoption of children by
Jesus Cîhrist, to himself, according te, the good pleasure of luis
'viii, to the praise of' the glory of bis grace, wherein he biath
inade us actepted ini the ]3eioved." * * If, *nde cd, flice ec-
tien spolien of in this passage were personal election, the Cal-
vinistic doctrine wouid not follow from; it ; because it would admit
of being questioned, wvhether the choosing in Christ before the
fouadation of the w'orld, here mentioned, -vas a choice of cer-
tain persons, as 9mcit mereiy, or as bcltcvtng men; the latter of
which is surely the mnost rationai. * e IBu t, accrirding te the
Calvinists, this election wvas made arbitrarilij, that is, without
any reason but that God would have it se, ; and to this sense
they bond the clause in tlue passage under co nsid eration, Ilac-

corin tothzoodpleasure of bis will. " This phirase lias, lîow-
ever, no such arbitrary sense. Il The good pleasure oflîis wvili"
means the henevolent and fuît acquiescence of the wili of God
wvith a ivise and graciotis act ; ind, accordingly, in verso 1l,
the phrase is varied, 11 accerdiDg te the couN SEL et bis on N iil, "
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