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huilt the altair, l on the wood, honind bis
son andi( laid liii on the aitar ; (4) bie
stretcbced forth bhis biatti and took the kntife,
te pitligc it inito the sîde of bis hcloved son.

Vi'. il, 12. 'The isurpose of God is
accompiied. Isaae is net siain, for titis
ivas iiot intendcd, y~et lie lias heen offercut
ni>b hbis ftlber. It wuîs in bis heart to
obcv God fullv in ibis niatter. God regards
it as <oie, ai bias cantsedl to lie rccorded
titesc nicinotaffie vorîls, I«By fi:b, Ahra-
leain îi'hcn lie vals tricd, o#/1ýrcd up lsçaac."

Vi'. 13, 141.-Trnilv God hinîscif provided
a Inini), ansd int tte mnoulat of the Lord inany
lorions tbittgs n-etc scen hi' Abrahaum, ndi

will fie disccrncd I' those wiio re-visit dutit
mnounit tlrough ail tiiose ;(1) tihe divine
aIl sufliciuncvy and incei ivere ;een iii that
the Lord Iitinseit <liii pro;vidc a sacrifice ; f 2)
divinte goodîtess anîd grace wcre set;- in the
rencwai ot the covenant %vitli sîtperaddcdl
.weirities for tule contfirmation of faitî,-
v. 17, 18 ; (3) the dayi of Christ s'as seen,
--Johni V'iii. 56. li nleccssity ot' atotte-

tusent hi' tîte Savi oar if thte prormiscd sc<t
bc sparcdl, iras secit. Tîte slîeddiîîg" of blood
ou motint M\oriai s'as seen. '1'h father
giî-ing up thte son, anI the son surrcîîdering
hiiiseif, %vei*c ail ivoitderfuI tltiigs, and ivilî
hce î'r sîîggýestivse of' thte trutît contsitied iii
-John iii 16, aîîd E1sls. v. 28.

Lrs so-,s.
1. God propot-tions tise triais of bis people

to, tîteir streitgth. Ver. 1. Aftcr these
things, &C.

2. A satisfying aequaintance vitis tise di-
vine wsili, coîttrihîstes the hasis of truc an<t
cndnring faitît. Ver. 2. The Lord said,
Takeo thy son.

3. lie glory of flîith is prompt ohedience.
Dufy lieing onîce kstown let us close our
oyes against dithiciltîes and hindrances.

4. The resuits of tincoiîpromising obedi-
ence are lelsscd. Ver. 16, 17. T1'ie Lord
is a rewarder. Hleb. xi. 6 ; Gen. xv. 1.

5. iThe Lord will carry Itis people tlsrougb
aIl tieir triais. V. 19. Abramn returned
home in ponce. 2 Tins. i'. 18.

D)OCTRINeE TO tiE PROVEE.
Godl mus: bc iîctplieitly obeyed. N:îm.

ix. 33 ; Ikut. v. 29, 33, aise chaip. vi. 24,
25 Sain. xv. 22 ; Ps. exix. 60; Acts iv.
19 Gai. i. 15, 16.

FOURTII SABBATII.
Sî;aJacT: The death and burialof Sarah.

Gen. xxiii.
V. I .- Tsc is ne otiser womnan named

in tise bible whiose age, decatît and buîial are
aIl recordec]. Saî-ab was sixty-five %vlten
se ieft llaras witis lier hsisband, she lived

witit s in is us Ilgýrimage sixty. two ycars,
ansd died :tirty-cigliî years; belore hint.

V. 2.Rsc t te antiquity of Kir-

jath Arha, or lichron, sec Nuni. xiii. 22.
lFor the origin of tlie name sec Josh. xiv.
15. In Ilebron, Alirahain livei and David
reigned, yct it is clncflv ceiebrated as the
buryîng place of patriarclis. Sarah was
flrsi buried therc, but aftcrwards Abraham,
Isaac and .hscob, Leahi ami Joscjsb). "Abra-
biai came to snourn for Sarah. 'Though
nlot fanttess silo was a good wonian, a loy-
ing wifé ami kind motiser. F-or more than
bialf a century thcy hati walkel together in
flic nearest relationship), and ilicir jovs,
sorrows and anxicîies -,%rer reciproca.-
Abrahams thelreforc feit 'î'pvthe pang of
separation. l' is rie seoir. M is feelings na-
turaliy strong were puritied anti intcnsified
by religion. Religion <tocs flot require us
to crash these feelings. Ahriiani wvept ait
Hebhron, a greater thail lie wcpt at Bcthariv.
Ali but the ltardcncdl wili stili go forthi
carrying precionis sced and wceping.

V. 3 .- As there is a tîîoc to weep 80
there is a time to refrain. Tieeis a tîie
to ad' tress ourselves to tihe duties biefore us.
Samutui bcd to lie callcd froiveping Io net-
îuug. Abrahanm riscs from the cartît to lînry
bis dcad out of bis sighit. Wliat a terribe
change is producefi hy dcathi wblen we arc
anxious to day to bnry ont of our sight
those who yescerîbsy wcre the joy of Our
dwceliings. Let file vonni g, iusd tic loveiy,
and the ligbt liearted, thinkl o ethis humnb-
ling truait.

Vv. 5, 6.-Mark the estimation in which
Ab'aîan is hcld.

V. 7.-IIow mvked and g-eliiine, and
worthy of imitation is the Ipolitenies:i of thse
friend of God.

Vv. 8, 9.-The first moncy trinsacfioa
on record consistcd in the jînrchase of a
grave.

Vi'. 10, 1.-bi conrtesy, Bphron wiil
not be ont donc by Abrahamn. Th'le Orien-
tials to this day are rnuch mor.- rernarkable
for politeness than for biniceritv. The ten-
dcring of the field by tie Ilittite, and his
reluctance to name a pric, would nlot, ini
ail probability, interfère wvitiî te taking of
tîte fuît prico from tue llebrew At ail
events, Aliraham iiibuy the field and pas.
sess itas his men. It is a presen: instalment
and piedge for flic uitimatc p)oFsession of
the ]and. Ile canno: noiv get poess-tssion
of the wboic territory. Meanitwbile lie will
there hury bis dead, and ivait in patient ex-
pectation God's tume.

Vi'. 12.18.-God's, promise will ha fui.
filled and Abraham ivill nowv purchase a
field and bury bis dead, iii the assurance of
possessing tbc hind. A siniliar compact and
made wvith a very siniblir objeet iii vicw is
recorded in .1er. xxzx. 6-16 ; xlii. 44. Jere
miahi forctold the destruction of jeruisacm,
anti aiso its restoration at the close of the
scventy years. Ile bnys land and gets a
title, under divine <ircetiou, flot tua: bce or

244 Sep.


