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‘I'his committee would also recommend
that while our ministers and elders give
cvery cncouragement, which they can con-
sistently with their other duties, to the va-
rious temperanve organizations at work in
onr hounds, they would at the same time
use their nunost exertions 1o have congre-
gational temperance socicties instituted in

all our congregations and mission stations, '

and that total abstinence be incnleated on
the minds of the young in all our Sabbath
schools.

Your comwmittee also humbly snggest
that Preshytevies be recommended to take
this matter up, and hy deputation or other-
wise, bring the subject of total abstinence
and the advantage of forming and fostering
total abstinence societies, before cvery con-
gregation and preaching station thronghout
their respective hounds, and endeavour to
secure the combined operation of all our
church members in this good work.

Al which is respectfully submitted.

HExry Criwronp, Con.
R S Y =L R P

REPORT OF GOMMITTEE ON GOLPORTAGE
FOR THE EASTERN PART OF HOVA
SGOTIA,

In presenting this report I will say noth-
ing of the benetits and importance of Col-
portage, being convinced that this is well
known to us all,—and the fact that Colpor-
tage ranks amony the religious institutions
of the present day should be suflicient to
commend it w the favourable regards of
the Christian (hareh.

My appointment to this ageney at the
last Syunod was simply an experiment.  In

entering upon this agency it beeame me to '

procecd with enntion, for I had neither

funds nor experience—two things that were '

indispeusibly necessary in this work. I at
once entered into correspondence with pub-
lishing hotwses in Britain and America, and
while I learned much from this correspond-
ence, there was une thing that I learnt par-
ticularly, that nothing could be done with-
out money. 1 fuund the terms of the Ame-
rican Buard of Publeation the most favor-
able, innsmuch as they gave 40 per cent.
discount to colportenrs, while they gave
only 23 per «eut. discount to ordinary
dealers.
Presby terinn Board of Publication for
books, and $34 to the National Bible So-
ciety for Bibles with Psalms, because T
found that these latter were indispensible.
In fixing the reuul prices of these books,
Tadded 25 per cent. to the cost and chavges,
to mect the expenses of the colporteurs,
and 35 per cent. upon the Bibles, because
I found that the Bibles conld bear a higher

Accordmely { sent 8160 to the

i rcrcenmge than the books, and still be be-
"low booksclers’ prices, The Bililes were
readily sold, while the sale of the books
, was somewhat slow. In November I em-
ploved two colporteurs, Messrs. John Max-
~well and James Lauder,—the former had
" some experience in the work, having been
* for some time in the employ of Mr. Bax-
ter. I gave him a salary of 80 cents a day
" and teavelling expenses.  The Iatter being
untried in_the work, I gave him a com-
mission of 25 per cent. on the sales he
might effect.  Mr. Maxwell extended hig
lahours to the castern parts of the Province,
After he had been about 10 days at work,
he wrote me that if he continued his Ia-
bours in the raml districts as I had dircct-
ed, it would be at a grest loss to mv, inas-
much as the sales would not meet the ex-
penses of the work. So I directed him to
choose the places where he could effeet the
most sales.  In a tour of 31} days he sold
276 volumes, distributed about 500 pages
" of tracts, and offcred prayer 62 times. Mu.
| Tander's labours were confined to the set-
tlements round about River John. He
laboured 13 davs, visited 203 families, sold
120 volumes, distributed 276 pages of tracts,
and offered prayer 43 times.  Both colpor-
teurs met with a kind reception from the
people gencrally, who showed a disposition
to purchase if they had the means. The
general depression of the times was very
mu -h felt, and the united testimony of the
colporteurs was that they never saw tho
country s0 ponr. Under these circum-
stances I felt that it would ncither be pru-
dent nor safe for me to incar any heavy lia-
hilities in the work, so I did not replenish
the balance of Looks in hand by renewed
orders. Herewith I submit a financial
" statement of the work done.
From these facts it will he scen that our
! colportage scheme is denuded of its mis-
sionary and benevolent featares, und that it
has hecome a thoroughly commercial en-
© terprise.  The poorer districts are neces-
" sari' 7 passed by, while the localities pre-
' senting the readiest and bhest markets are
I engerly sought. So long as matters con-
! tinue In this state, the work of colportage
: must remain very languid and incflicient,
1
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|

and fail to accomplish tho end for which
it is intended. It is very evidentof it con-
tinues to be a scheme of this church, and
meet the requtivements of our people, we
must do something more than receive Sy-
" nodieal reports. Substantial aid must be
given in the way of funds in order to
" make the work what it ought tole. Itis
l very plain that the private cfforts of indi-

vidual agents, however zenlous they may
! he, will never meet the wants of the church.
| It is plainly the duty of this Synod to take
l the claims of this important scheme into

its most serious consideration, and cither



