
I ~30 ournal of Pycwovoplzi'.

lirst, with the character of the suppliant ; secondly, wvith 'the
nature of the thing requested ; and thirdly, wvith the purpose
and prerogcative of God irniself. By attend ing- a littie ta eachi
of thiese their importance wvill be mianifest. In the first place,
the success of prayer is* coniditioned by the character of the sup-
pliant. Not evry kinti of asking is acceptable prayer. That
which men desire simiply for the gratification of malice, or the
aggrandising of sellishiness, God lias nowhiere promnised ta be-
stow ; and unless there be iii them the spirit ta subordinate
everything ta the hionor of Jehovah, men have no wvarrant to
expeet an ansivcr. Beneathi every genuine prayer there rntst
he, furtherr-nore, t le disposition. whichi is expressed in the dox-
ology, II For tlîine is the gMorn,; otherwise, the reproof of
James will corne in with fearful pungency, ,Ye ask and ve re-
ceive flot because ye ask amiiss, tliat v e niay consume it upon
,x'our lusts."

Again, the desire thiat siniply Ilits across the soul, as the
.shadow,ý of the cloud gîlictes over the summner grass, is no true
prayer. It miust take hold of the spirit and gather into itseil
ail the enery ani earnestness of the man. The popular idea,
indced, is that prayer is a very simple miatter ; but in reality it
is the highiest exercise of the saul, and requires for its presenta-
tion a concentration of a]] its powvers ; and the English prelate
'vas righit wvhen hie saici that "liao man 'vas likely ta do much
c'ood in prayer who, did flot begîin by laoking u pon it in the
lighlt of a wvork to, be prepared for, and persevered in, wvith aIl
the earnestness vhich -%ve bring ta bear upon subjects which are,
in our opinion, at once most interestingy and maost necessarv."
So much as this must be evident from the phraseology of the
Scriptures. Observe the gradation in the ternis i"«asking, seek-
ing, knockin.g." The asking is the lower forim of requesting ;
but the seekingy im plies the activity of one wlio puts; himiself ta
the labor of a search ; and the knocking refers to, the continued
irnportunity that repeats its application, until it is satisfied that
there is no one in, or, until the door is actuallv opened. Here,
too, corne in thase parables spoken by Jesus, to the end 'that

130


