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The occasion wlîich brnsus together is one whichi slhould
mark a new departuru ini the intellectual hiistory of Canada.
Science and letters find but fcw votaries in a country i:ke this,
whcerc the best eniergies of is tlîinkcers arc ncccssarily directcd
to devising the best meins ot'.subdluing ic h wilderness, opcning the
wavs of' communicaîtion, imipruvi îî aýgriculture, building up indus-
tries, and est.ablisliing» up.in a proper basis scitools in wli the
youth of the country nmay bc instructcd in those arts and pro-
fessions whiclh are aniong the first needs of civilized society. The
teachiers under sueli conditions eai do liiuIe more tlî;în interpret
to thecir pupils su mauci of' the wisdomn of' the past, and of con-
temporary science, as inay suffice for the inîmiiediate wants of te
country, and Nvill have but scauty luisure for original investigation
iii the field of knowledge. There arc however neyer wanting
earnest and curious ininds whio f*ee1 au ahîîost irresistible impulse
to labor iii titis field, to cailarge the bounds of' thoughit, and to,

gpple with the great problcms of mati and nture. To foster
titis spirit, to encourage its bcginîiîîgs, and to uxtend the influ-
ete of its examnple, shîould bu the aiima of wise statenîcu and
legisiators wlto scck tu> clevate thecir kind aud eninoble tieir nation:
knowing tltat the brighitest glories aud te iiiost cnduring hionors
of a cottutry are tose whichi conic from, its thiinkers and its
schiolars.
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