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The oceasion which brings us together is oue which should
mark a new departure in the intellectual history of Cunada.
Science and letters find but few votaries in a country lke this,
where the best energies of its thinkers are necessarily direeted
to devising the best means of subduing the wilderness, opening the
ways of communication, improving agriculture, building up indus-
tries, and establishing upon w proper busis schools in which the
youth of the country may be instructed in those arts and pro-
fessions which are among the fivst needs of civilized society. The
teachers under such conditions can do little more than interpret
to their pupils so much of the wisdom of the past, and of con-
temporary science, as may suffice for the immediate wants of the
country, and will have but scanty leisure for original investigation
in the ficld of knowledge. There are however never wanting
earnest and curious minds who feel an almost irresistible impulse
to lubor in this field, to enlarge the bounds of thought, and to
grapple with the great problems of man and natare.  To foster
this spirit, to encourage its beginnings, and to cxtend the ivflu-
euce of its example, should be the aim of wise statemen and
iegislators who seek to clevate their kind and ennoble their nation :
knowing that the brightest glories and the most enduring honors
of a country arc those which come from its thinkers and its
scholars,
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