
geological Sitrvey of Canada.

eral additional Uppcr Silurian fornis ; and in divisions E and F
the prevailing forins are tiiose of the Clinton croup of the Newv
*York greologists. Grcat paloeOiîtological intel est attaches to tiiese
roelzs,- ]n consequence of the nuînerous new species contained in
thein ; and in a geological point of view they arc especially luii-
portant as affording ai regtilar succe;sion, of fbssiliferous beds
connccting the Lowver nd the Upper Silurian iii Ainerica iiîto
one gyreat system. In New York, and iii other parts of Canada
beside that 1111(er notice, the continuity of aie series is brokzen
by the intervention of the Oneida conglornerate and the Medina
sandstontes, and even lo,;ah1y by unconftbrînability. To Anticosti
the I)lysical changes whicli led to the spreading out of grreat beds
of sand and lêebbles at the close of the Lower Silîîriait did not
extend. In this favored sp)ot therefore of the 01(1 Sihtîrian w'orld,
w'e have the records of the slow chianges of organie life whichi
went on independently of the direct action of these physical
changes, including probably thé- introduction of nlany species
-which were uîot able to extend theinselves over the sandy bot-
ltus wlîich prevailed at the Lime under a great part of the oeean
thien representing AmneriCa.

On tie oue hand these Anticosti formations point to tlue local
character of those physical changes whuiclî form breaks in the se-
ries of stratified deposits, as compiired wîth the more general ex-
tension cf animal lufe and its comparative permanen.. 3. On tlue
other hand, they show that., perhaps very gradually and siowly, tlue
extinction of soîie species and the introduction of others were
proceeding,, even iu this counparatively undisturhed locality.
Snch f'acts still Icave unsettled the great question, to whiat extent,
these changes were deteriniued by the plan of succession esta-
blished by Uie Creator ln organie, life, and to what extent by the
inew conditionus of existence establishied by the operations of bis
physical, laws. That bothi were in hianony we cannot donbt,
but their precise relations are only beginning to be elucidated by
tlie accumulation of new facts like those above referreil to, and
by the careful exauiination of eaehi foirm of life inelumded in these
transitional deposits, in connection with the evidences of physical
change which they afford.

Amnong.the new fossils frorn Anticosti, one of the most curions

Js thiat already mentioned under the generme name. Beatricca, pro-

,posed by Mr. Billings, ivho describes two species, B. nodulo3a and
zundula ta. They are rougli cylindrical tmunks, one specimuet ob-


