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* Health tv yon all. 1 make known to you that our ship of
war (an English ship) is about to leave ; it has been sent for bp
the admural to return to Oahu.  There 18 here a small ship cf wyr
to watch over us ; another is coming. Do not listen to the meq
who will pain you by reporting that we shall not be assisted. By,
tan will not cast us off.  Let our conduct be good, and wait unti]
the despatches amve.

* This is my word to you. Do not on any account cause ey
1o grow. By no means ill-treat the Frenchmen.  Have great pa,
tience. Take me for a pattern, and follow me ; and let all of g
pray very carnestly to God that he may dehver us from our tnals,
as he formerly did Hezekiah —Peace be with you all.—Poxarg,»

When the French heard that she had ieritten this letter, they
declared that 1t was treason against France, and s)reparcd 1o make
Pomare u prisoner.  Not knowing what to do, she fled for safety
on board an Eaglish vessel lymg i the harbour, and sought pro,
tection these against her oppressors.  The French were greatly
enraged, and at once sent word to the Enghsh commander, that
»f Pomure dared to set her foot agam upon Taluti, or any other of
the Socicty Islunds, she should dnectly be taken prisoner. The
prineipal chicls, who refused to submit to France, were then takeg
prisoncrs, and carned on board the French vessel ; and My,
Pntchard, and his wife and clsldren, were also seized ard putip
prnson.  Here hic lay for twenty.one dawe, but then obtaned hul.
berty, +ith three of hischidren ; the others he was forced to leave
with tus wife in the hands of the French, and has arnved n thiy
couatrv.*  After Mr. Potckard left, the French oppressed the
people with still greater cruclty, and forced on by thewr oppres.
mops, they at last flew to arms, and our latest news gives a pau.
fui account of a desperate battle that was fought on the 234 of
Apnl 1844, The French landed about €00 men, and the Tahitvars
assemblcd about 1090, The French had plenty of guns and am.
munition, but the netives had chicfly only their long spears, buta,
few, bemg provided with firc arms. The place in which the Tab-.'
tang were cncamped was chosen with great skill, and mighe have
proved o most eafe refuge, had not a wicked young man, a sonof
onc of the M.ssionaries, led the French by a seeret path toa nsing
ground on wineh to place their cannon. ~ ‘F'he battle begun with
great fury, but the French are the losers, and the Tahtians are
the victors.  Abont 80 natwes and 120 French were leflt dend
upon the fleld.  All the Missionanes have left the island, andut
was sawd the French governor would demand the Queen of the
Enghsh, with whomshe was stll resihng.  ‘The Taitians are de,
termined 10 come to no terms with France, and it is hard tossy
what 18 likely to be theend.  Let us all pray that good may come
out of this evil

(T'o be Continued.)

* Since wiling the above, Mrs Pritchard and chiddren have also comety
Ergia. d,



