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Gunndiay Fntural Bistory,
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The Salmon.

{Salmo Salar.)

Hirnerro, in our skotches of Canadian Natural

History, wo have purposely confined ourselves to

1t Wtk tholr heads, thus di. placing the gravel and
formiog their irst paralisl. Tho exosvation vaties
in depth from nino to eighteen inclies, according to
the nature of tho material or the requiremonts of tho
situativu, of which, no doubt, tho f3hes thomselves
ara the boat yjudges. Whon tho trench is sufliciontly
deep, tho temalo deposits in it tho ripest portion of
lier ova, and tho malo sheds his milt among thom. A

} careful observer may perceivo both products falhog

snimals ood birds. To have describc«} our “‘l"“‘" | 100, and setthing at the bottom. As soon 08 tho re-
fshes whilo tho fce king held sway, would bavo beeh | shoctive deposits ore made, snothor tilting takes . .
to deprivo our reaﬂmi* the immediate opportunity ! pll):\cc agmnat e gravel, which bos the effect of not | winter. So salubrious is the sea, 8o cnlnrglng the
of vorifylng our descriptions by their own observa j ouly covering ihe ova deposited, but of forming ag- (nfucnce of its wide domaln, xh:-u no soon]er 0;02
tions and rescarches.  With tho arrival of tho genial) gihor paratter. They then drop down etream and | smolt of a vory few ounces in weight been laune

summer-time, howeser, when our risers and creehs) rest, and soon afier find their way to the salt water.  nto that vast briny abyss, than it suddealy oxpands
are swarmipg with fish, and net and rod and line aro, iy ype ume they reach the sea, muck of their fine | in growth, oven 89 tho children of tho Anakim. :
put into requisition for tho capture of the fany prey, | justre~destroyed by tho spawning proress—is re- | ashort timoit will weigh moro pounds than it yrevl-
stored, and they are then koown in Scottish parlance ] ously did ounces. After remaining absent s fow

the objection no longer holds good.

Among oll froek water flshes, whether found iu the | ag+ weel mended kelts ' The majority of early spring ! montls, they return to the fresh water.

— —

old world or in the nev, the Salmon deservedly ocou-
gles the first place Iis warinoss, its subtlety, its
strength, its determined courage and endurance, as
well as the unsurpassed quality of its flesh, place it
witkout a rival. The life-bistory of the Salmon is
interesting. and some of its stages, oven at the present
day, are involved in considerable obscurity. With-
out presuming to advance any theory of our own, we
will briely attempt to record the history of a salmon
from ita carliest entrance on cxistence, until it has
attained matarity, asascertained by the best autbori-
ties of the present ago.

Tho places asually selected by thoe parent sh for
thn deposition of ker roo, or ova, aro rippling fords
or shallows, of not moro than two or threo feet In
depth, whero tho gravol is clean and not too heavy,
and tho water clear and in constant fow. Tkey begin
by flling down a fow yards below the chosen spot,
#0d commence digging a troach, by tilting op ngalnst

of tho “part! hatohed togother, all do not change
into the sooond or * smolt! stato at tho same time.
Froquont oontrovorsies havo beeu waged on this
stage of the Salmon’s history, and fow naturaliste
soem ablo to decide pusitively whether cortain flahes
aro young salmon—or a distinet species to which the
namo of Parr has beon attached.

In tho socond or smolt perlod, the scales, and many
of tho spocific forms and oolours of the Salmon show
themselves. ‘Tho tish now sceks the salt water, golng
down rivers to tho ocean, and remaining there during

Thoy are

sk, taken by rods, are kelte. So much for the old
fish ; let us now enquire after the spawn.

‘The period required for hatching the ova varies
with the season and time of deposition. If spawned
early. whe fry appear in from 90 to 109 days. When
they first emerge, they are very siender, but extreme-
15 agle hitle things, abont three-quarters of an jnch
in length, and with nonc of their fins developed ex-
cept the pecioral. Beneath the body, a comparatively
large bag of beautiful transparent red substance—re-
gembling a pale coloured currant—is attached to the
abdomen, affording tho young fish nourishment
for several weeks. As tho contents of the bag are
assimilated, it gradually approaches in colour the
roat of the body, and in from 27 to 50 days it ontirdly
disappeara. In this stuge of its cxistonce our yoang
Salmon is called by several names—¢ parr” being
probably the most popular. This period continues
about one year, and it is somewhat remarkabie shat

then called “grilse,” and bave becamosuficiently
matured to breed. ’

The Salmon is cmphatically the anglor’s fish. Pos-
sessed of a most rapacions appetito, he readily seizcs
thoe gaudy fiy which the expert piscator has deftly
dropped with gossamer lightaess in a mimic whirl-
pool, or a circling cddy. Tho well-known ¢ twist”
of the angler’s wrist'ixes the barbed hook in the red
gills of the scaly victim, and tho struggle begies j—
for not without fierco and dotermined registenco is
the stream-monarch going to be brought to bank.
Tho firm nerve, the educatod eye, the most skitful
and delicato manipalation are necessary if the tackle
bo fine and tho sh Jarge. Under sach circumstan-
ces, hours are somotimes nooousary beforoho is vver
powered, and even then he must be piloted to the edge
of tho stream with tho “ oye of faith and the foot of
{nstinct.” o once, in o North of England stream,
“worked” » fourteen pound Salmon by means of &



