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ECEMBER
brings the indubitablo winter, as surely as July
does tho summer. Whatever dreamy expectations
we may have had of possible Indian summer, vanish
now. DPleasaat weather indeed we may have, but it
will be pleasant wintry weather, with perhaps now
and then o day so fne and warm that it scems to
havo lost its proper placo in the year.  Clear, brac-
ing, but chilly, air will quicken the pulse, and send
the blood coursing through the veins with unusual
vigour. The snow will wrap the earth in its white
-coverlet, and all things will yield {o the sleep of
winter, and to the reign of the frost king.

The fullowiag v the meaa temperatures for Do

cember:—
Stratford 22083
Damiten ....... teseceecrtriiinns oeeese25%06

Barmie,veees

Turonto 25906'
Beliovitle... 22085
Moatroal L2401
Quobee ... R 21°20°
St. J.p, N B.o..... e 25093
Halifax . .. .ooeeet cienee 0o ee. 2800

TWoare aceastomed to thinh and speak of winter
03 & Scasun of comparatise rest and leisure for the
farmer., Bal how fur that is truo and. applicable to
indiridual cases, depends on o varicty of circume
stances, Wialer wffurds but Tistle respito to the man
who las a large area of wild land to clear, ora
numorous herd of catdo to feed. These, however,
are excepiivnal cases, aod most faraiers, when winter
fairly scts in, feel that they arc less driven than at
any other period of the year. But whilo “broken
weather,” as it is often termed, lasts, overy one has
cnough to do. That charming writer on raral affairs,
Iko. Marvel,” says: “Even into December the work
of country improvements may go safoly forward; tho
¢ caring of new land, tho thinning of over-crowded
Jorest grow.}, the building of walls, the construction
of walks and runds,—for those, severally, or together,
8o better tune can be found than that which imme-
diataly preccdes the locking frosts of winter. And

, Whon the dead look i fuirly establishod,—so far as
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treatmeat of the land goes,~the open sunny weather |aro furw, if any, parts of tho couniry to which this

of Decembor still invites us many a dey out of doors.
If we have rocks to move, they glido easily over a
frosted and stifficned turf, the brambies aad wasto
giow.h of oullying pastares cut casivst when the
carth is lucked unyieldingly about their slems, the
wouls, despoiled of their leases, give frevInsight
aid vutsight tu theic most sequesiered novks.” These
are but_examples of (Lo thousand und one things
that may bo duno just ut the sefilng it of winter,
and theio are few av befuorchand widh their work
a3 nol tu be caught by tho * dead lock™ wih some
needful preparatives or unfigisbed undertakiogs that
must needs be pestponed until another year. Most
people, in rege.d to work, are like children in respect
tv tompting foul, too greedy. Tho childs eyc is
pruverbially Zarger than Lis stumach, and cven s0 the
farmer's eyo rcadily takes in more work than his
hand can accomplish. Indeced, generally speak-
ing, plans and achievements too often correspond
very poorly. * To will is ours, but not to execute.™
Happy aro thoso on whom winter does not shut down
with a bost of ualf-accomplished schemes of prepara-
tion and improvement ¢

Tho hints given last month, as to the care of stock,
are just as applicable this wmonth, and will become
more g0 as tho temperatures go down into mid-
winter. In fact, the care of his animals may be
put down first on the list of tho farmer's winter
duties. Whatever arrangement or expedient can be
contrived to mako this duty casier, and sccare its
being faxhfully performed, should by no means be
neglected.  Convenience of access to food, well-
hinged and sccurely fastencd doors; ventilation with-
out currents of cold air from unstopped cracks and
opeaniogs; ready means of clearing out manure, arc
things that should by all means be secured. Manare-
making is also a December as well as November
job—indeed, it i3 a job for all tho year round. The
great want of cvery farm in the land is more

anure, and no opportunity of making it sbould
bo let ship. Ono valuablo material for manure-
making can or some farms be better got at and
hauled in tho winter timo than at any other scason,
namely, swvamp muck. Any farmer who 1s fortu.
nato cnough to bo within a milo or two of any
asuery, would fied ic pay to baul as mach as
possible of tho leacked ashes on to hus land, 1u good
sleighing. 1t is heavy material, and far moreof 1t
can be hauled in a sleigh, when the, winter roads are
at their best, than va o waggon, however good the
wheeling may be.

Wood-cutung and bauling is another atem of winter
work on the farm.  The year's supply for the family
should be thouglt of Luw, To burn green wool,aand
to bring it load by lvad frum tho bush us reqairdd,
aro among somo of tho most disgraceful porats of
slipshod farming. The wood lot skould be prudently
managed, and madeo to }ast 038 long as possible. Thero

advico is rot applicable, now that tho consumption
of our forests by increasing population and extending
railroads is reodering ficewood & valuablo market
aruclo all over the land., The days of rcckless cul
tug, stashuug abd burning, i is tv be bhoeped, are
vter dut eves. Lutio us somo thish iy, ilo time i3 not
far distant whes we sbad Sud i aeedlul to eplan.
furust trees sn Juvalilies nhere but a few years o u
there was prodigal waste of umber, whle it was
abundant. Mol unly firewoud, but fence maierial,
should be gt vut in wister, fur use in carly spring:
whero gew fenues require o bo builty, or old vnes
need repair.

Whea out-dour work cannot be dong, in-door jubs
may well claim attention. There is what the Irish
labourer calis rndding up,” or what Mrs Stowe’s
“Aunt Chloc ' styled “claring up.” An air of
neatness should characterize the barns and stabling
If there are boys or hired men about, they are apt to
display a wonderful faculty for getting things into
disorder and out of place. Escry now and then the
places they haunt will need putting to rights. The
law, “a place for ecverything and everthing in its
place,” will often be moro honoured in the breach
than in the obscrvance. Nevertheless, every effort
should bo made to bave it obeyed. Tarmers who
have tools and a shop of some kind, may improve
winter leisure by making racks, gates, rollers, drags,
and a variety of other articles tbat will be in request
when tho busy seazon comes round again. This, too,
is the time for bulancing up farm accounts, takiog
stock of the year, considering tho improveme ats that
may bo made oa past operations, and laying wiso
plaas fur the future. The long evenings are favour-
able, for reading, for attending farmers’ clubs, for
makiug social visits, and for indulging in home rc-
creation. A moderate amount of time may very
properly Le given to innocent entertainments by
which (Lo spirits are enlivened, and the powers of
Ludy aud miod freshened for & resumption of ki
stern basiness of life. Theroisno reason why winter
shonld be cither a dull or an idle time.

L2z, bt not leas, carly winter is tho time for
reneving sabsc.iptions to Agricultural journols,
and makiog eToris to cxtead their circulation, and
we tahe {hc opportunily of urging both theso duties
ou the readers of the Caxava FaRMER. Prompt re
acwal of subscriplions is important, that thero may
be no lantermission of its visils to the homes where it
is a regular and, wo frust, a welcome visitor, while
one of the best ways of promoting the advancement
of agricnlture is to induce a3 large a number of per
sons as possiblo to take a journal whose constant aim
13 ** towmprove the goil and the mund.?  Aswill be
seen by swe Lruspectus shich we puls.sh onr our Lase
PagC, w Lo s Braits wll begin on o 1. of Joouary,
1869, when certain changes will bo male which will,

wo doubt not, be considercd as improvements, and
tielp t0 augment the popularity and uselutness of tho
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