
Dead Bees on the Hive Bottom-
Boards.

-- By G. M. DoomrrLE.

Going past a would - bee-keeper a few
days ago, I was called in to see why some
of his colonies did not work as strongly
as others in the yard. Af ter looking at
the entrances of the hives for a moment,
noting that some were working strongly
while others were doing but little, I asked
if the hives had been opened to see what
was the trouble.

"No," was the reply I received. I knew
this man kept sheep and se I said, " How
are your sheep gatting on tbis spring 7"

" Oh, first rate," was the reply.
"How do you know the sheep are doing

well " I asked.
"Why, how does any one know any-

thing Y I have foddered the sheep three
timee a day al the winter and spi ing, and
been with then lots beside, even getting
ap many times cold nights te look after
the newly-born lambs, that they need
not become chilled and die. And being
thus familiar with them, why should I not
know when they are prospering?"

"Very well," I said. "How many
times have you 'foddered' the bees this
spring ?"

"Not once," was the reply. "Didn't
suppose they needed foddering."

" Have you been up any during cold
nights to see that the newly-born bees
did not chill, or paid any attention to the
hives to see that the bees were made as
comifortable as possible, either night or
day?"

"No, I had te look after the sheep se
much that I bad no time left; nor did I
suppose that bees needed caring for like
sheep; and I am sure that it would not
vay me to spend time on them as I do on
the sheep."

Sv many sheep had you last year?"
"About 60."

"HTow much did you receive from thenm
Mor all your work, foddering feed, etc.,
expended on then during 1898?"

"According to my book, not far from

"A pretty good sho«wing, but when I
ell you that last year from 80 colonies of
ees at my out-apiary I sold comb honey

te the amount of $348.2B you will see that
the proper amount of time spent on the
bees pays fully double per colony that
that you get from a sheep, with only a
tithe of the work you spent, and that also
without any cost for 'fodder.' But let's
look into this colony of bees which did
net seem te be flying much."

I had noticed that where the bees were
flying the strongest there was quite a
number of dead bees out on the ground
about the entrance to the hives, but with
those not flying as strong ihere were less
dead bees, and what there were showed
by their looks that they had been hauled
ont during the winter. I had also noted
that his hives 'iad loose bottom-boards,
f rem some empty ones which were piled
up, seo stepping to the hive designated I
laid a bottom board down beside it and
lifted it over from its own stand te the
one I had put down. By thus doing I ex-
posed almost a sickening sight from the
dead bees that were under the hive, all
mouldy in places, and in others all wet
and fairly rotten, with worms crawling
and working among the rotting bees,
while the stench was horrid whon this
putrefying mass was distributed.

Looking up at the man, I said, "How
do you suppose that your sheep andlambs
would thrive if you neglected them as
shamefully as you have these bees?"

'' Not much, I guess," he said, his face
showing shame and confusion.

I now set the hive back again, keeping
under it the dry, clean bottom-board I
had set it on and proceeded to open the
hive. There was brood in three combs to
the amount of one frame full, with only
about bees enough to help cover the brood,
which showed that the little colony was
doing its level best under such adverse
cii cumstances, for between many of the
comba either side of where the brood was,
the dead bees came well up between the
combs. I looked at two other hives, find-.
ing them in somewhat similar shape,
though none quite se bad as the first,
fixing those looked at in good shape by
seeing that they had at least 10 pounds of
honey, the combs fres from dead bees
where such were matted together, and the
top of the hive made Bug and warm,
telling him to go through the rest in a
similar way.

When I continued on my way I asked
myself, "Is it any wonder that so many
tell us that bee-keeping does not pay î"
I have often wondered that the idea bas
so fully obtained with mine out of ten of
those who start in bee-keeping, that all
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