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But about this question of fallows, Mr. Henty Stowart
does uot agree with Sir John Lawes; he says that summer-
fallowlng s of the mentest benofit to land ; whercapon a cor-
respondent of the Country (entleman is anxioys to have
these opposing vicws reconciled, 'The solution of the ques.
tion secems simple enought No one would dream of sumemer.
frllowing light land; frequent ploughing and stirring such
soil would make it what farmers in my couatry call deaf, i. c.,
too loose to afford good root-hold to the plants. Besides, there
would be neeessarily a great loss of profitable time in letting
land lio idle that would grow a good crop of roots or of corn.
Land too heavy for roots might be sown with foddercom,
tares, ot rape, for sheepfeed of for mowing green Tor cattle
or horses : in factdo anything rather than Fallow land, unless
it is so foul that there is no vther mode of cleaning it.

The answer to the guestfon by the editor of the C. G.,
who is always strictly non-committal, is : * This question in-
volves several different consideyutions, and for this resson
causes conflicting opinions with different persons.  Thete are
some soils where 2 mere cxposure to light 9nd air may be
useful, and others, again, where there would be a positive
loss. But the subject has not been sufficiently investigated
by aceurate cxperiment to point out what soils would be thus
affieted, and arbitrary opinion would fot be of much value.”
No, I should think not; but the writer should veally know
something of \what has been going on at Rothamrsted for the
last forty years, and not the Joast of Lawes’ results has been
that awmanured fallowrs are a waste of time and labour.

Hay making—~1 do hope that the farmers of this vicinity
are "ot taken as examples of good haywakers. Most, if vot
all, of the hay Mere has been ailowed t die on foot, has been
mown, ¥ad cattied without belag cven once tumed—it is as
yellowas straw. Hay is, or onght to bo, grass dried in the
shade; the shade being afforded by the constant cxzposure of
vew satfaces to the air actingwsa protection to the under
parts from the picrciog rays of the sun. A Qull time with a
good breeze makes far better hay than & bright, sunny time
and still weather. ‘Phe subjoined extract, from the Country
Gentleman, is correct in every respect, except that it forgets
to mention that if the tedder is used at all for clover, it
should ouly be worked with the back action. For myself, I
prefer getting clover ioto * wind-rows " as soon as possible,
turning them carefally, and putting thea into cock as soon
as both sides arc wilted a little. Keep the lcaf on the stems, !
whatever you do, and if you have to stack anything out of
doors, let 1t be the clover.

There can be no question as to the value of the tay tedder’
in the farmer’s meadow. It will repay its cost and the labor
of using it, and return 2w ample profit in the better quality
of the hay produced. "The gtest ‘troable is that so many
farmers in every State and county cither persistently foeget,
or do ot in fact koow, that hay is dried grass, and from
year to year they dllow their tiliothy and other grasses to
tipen zud die in Yheir meadows before cutting. Very Tittle
enring is then weeded ; cut it down in the motning, avd
house it in the afternoon. It is dry before it falls, and o
tedder can be of any use. Many aYarmer will tell you thet
he waits to 2ut his grass until irc can do this very thing. Tt
saves so math trouble in mowing, and escapes bad wenther,
e says. His father “allors™ 3id s0. You cannot conviuee
him ‘that his hay is inferior, hard, woody, devoid of substance
=—dcad grass itistead of dried grass. You cannot make him
see that it s not io tolor when pat in the mowTike bis
fieighbor's, He dots not notive thrat It Tacks the sweet olor
that new-mowo iay ought to possesy, wor will ho admit that
his zattle Teave mudh of the huvd zwifks in the manger; but

“ plaguey ¥ Iittle,  You argue with him, and he finally trots
out his other renson for cutting late. The timothy sced
drops and rgnews the meadow from year to year, he says. So
it 33 casy to understand why the tedder 33 not used more
universally than it is,” )

Above sl things, cut your olover in time. Thero was 2
remarkably fine picoe of pew grass close by mwy house, this
year, in which the clover had Yailed czoept on one patch of
about four acres. On this patch, there was very little timothy
visibly, but the clover was grand, and fit to mow on the 16th
June. I wentioned this to the farmer, but he replicd, « Oh
I haven't time to attend to 2 patch like that;* and it was
not il thret weeks afterwards that the meadow was cut!
What was the consequente? The mower sticed off the heads
of the clover and about ten inches of the stalk, the ye.uainder
of whioh, kneed down, was left on the land : the beads, and
the stems without a leaf, were all that saw the barn. On the
Qe farm, a piece of timothy, by no means a heavy crop
thoogh a fair one, was cut on Saturday, July 23rd —three
waeks too labe—lay out in those broiling days the 24th and
25th; and was earricd, without having turned even once, on
Tuesday evening, If this is the way to make hay, I kaoow
nothivg about itl

Stavistics of English prize-farms. —~The amount of stock
kept on the bgst managed farms in England will seem aston-
ishing to muny of my readers when they seo this artiele. I
condense it from the reports of the judges commissioned by
the R. A. B, to fnspect the farms entered in the 2nuual com-
potitions In thoe years 1885 =nd 1886 : :

Stapleford farm, atar Chester—tenan?, John Lea; 280 B
acres, 'of which 104 are arable, :

Stock =91 Shorthorn zows, sales of d2iry products=£27 a
head =$135.00 x 91=312,285:00 ; purchased food— cake,
bran, corn-meal, brewers grains = $322/.00

Arable land ; sales =#1,550 == $7,750.00. g

Rent, tithes, poorrates=%£697=§3485.00=about $12 §
an atre. )

Manure bought =191 tons bonedast ; cost £122 =§610.00; §
and a ton of guano=:£13. 10=567 00. '

Liabour cost £410=52.050.00=$8.00 an wore. ]

Cheese in the year mentioned, sold for an averago of 73s. @
6d. per Cheshire ewt. =120 lbs. =143 cents a pound. 3

A pretty profitable investment of capital, in spite of the &
bad times of which we hear so much. The fact is, that B
farmers io the grass-districts are having 2 very fair time of
it, and Mr. Lea’s occupation is farmed, and the firs: nrize
was duly awarded to him. -

Such a lot of implements in the shed : Your carls; onc N
Tiquid manare do ; two sets of drag-harrews; one graw-drill; &
one dovblerow turnip-do; one 5ovcr-scca do; ono clod K
crasher ; flat-roller ; 3 two-borse ploughs ; 1 onc-horse plough;
two drill-ploughs; onc fourfurrow drill coverer; chain-har- [
rows ; horse-hoe; mowing-machine; reaper; hay-tedder; and
2 ‘'horse-rakes; and three pairs of *“ very good furm<horses” Ji
to work them,

I have to observa that on all the farm-prizes—cxcept one §
on which Suffolk-Polls are kept ~no ofhier breed but fhe JE
shorthorn is to 'be found. ‘On the sccond prize-farm of Mr. 28
Parton, the liquid manurc from the cowhouses drains intoa |§
ditch, whenee it is carted over the lower meadow, and =
liquid manure is not a perfect dressing, 5 owt. of bones are §
g‘xvc]t_l écvcry'tbrce years totho land to which the Tiquid is 3R
‘wpplicd. . .

Of duivy-farms under 100 nores the-one thut gaincd the GB
firstaprize is in fhe aeoupation of Mr. Ed. G. Hothursdll =1 ¥

he often wonders why an immense load of his hay weiglts so”

acres, all in permanent grass,df wWhidh ‘89 gores ars v 38




