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THE HOUSEHOLD.

~ HAVING THINGS HANDY.
" A WORD 7T0 THE HUSBANDS.

Toomany houses have ill-arrangedrooms,
and are nearly destitute of labor-saving
conveniences, and the housewife fiuds her
time and strength tasked to the utmost to
do the necessary things, without any op-
portunity for the ornamental. It would be
unreasonnble to expect from a woman in
these circumstances the same despateh,
neatness and gratifying results that are
attained by her more fortunately situated
sister, .

Not many farmers’ houses have the con-
veniences that s living house ought to
have. The poor wives, overworked at the
best, are thus forced to perform douhle
labor. A little time and expense would go
far toward removing the evil,

I know of one farm house where the

“water for the family use has to be brought

from a well at least two rods from the
door, and the only. way of diawing it is
by meuns of the' old-fashioned sweep.
How manywomen's backs havebeen broken
by this work throughout the country, I can-
not tell, but certainly not a few.

At another farm-house the well is inside,
but the water is drawn in a bucket by a
rope and windlass. Think of a woman,
tired and nervous by the ordinary routine
of her domestic toil and the care of two or

three children, heing obliged to procure]

water with these primitive arrangements.
A good wooden or copper pump would
cost but little, and the labor of securing
water would be reduced from maximum to
minimum,

One housewife that I know, the mother
of a large family, whose husband employs
a hired hand on the farim the year round,
has never had a refrigerator. In the
summer she s obliged to carry every-

-thing into tho cellar, even her pastry. 1

visited at the house once nver night, and
I counted the number of times she went
with dwagging fect down-stairs before
breakfast,—seven times.

It made mo tived to think of that poor
woman toiling .up and dowx those stairs
day after day,—cffort as ceaseless:and as
unnecessary as the fabled Iabor of Sisy-
phus and his ever-rolling stone. What a
godsend would a dumb-waiter have been
to her! And why could nat her husband
have purchased or made a good substantial
refrigerator, and have done withit? The

-probability is that such an idea had never

once entored the good man’s head.

It is usually thoughtlessness and mnegli-
gence on the part of the husband, more
than any other reasen, why these things
are s0. e has not neglected to provide
himself with labor-saving tools on his farm,
and his new barn is the pride of the neigh-
borhood; but anything will do for his
wife, 50 the house remains with unfinished
interior, the water and the wood are kept
out of doors, and a hundred little incon-
veniences are allowed to continue, that
might, if remedied, have saveda great deal
of time, lnbor-and possibly temper.

Odd hours and rainy days could be
profitably turned to account in the alle-
viation of these household discomforts.
Thero is commonly an interval in winter
bebween fall and spring work on the
farm, when the farmer has less to do than
usual, and the time could well be utilized
in making improvements abous the house.
Whatever serves to concentrato worksaves
steps and lessens labor. .

The farmer has been accustomed, pro-
bably, to spend the greater part of these
leisure days and evenings in reading and
in. social intercourse with his neighbors.
This i3 all well ; it is his duty to keep in-
formed, and he should take needful rest
and not neglect the amenities of life. DBut
some of the odd hours may profitably be
given to improvements about the house.
Not only farmers, but the majoriiy of hus-
bands, if they will look about the home,
will find “a labor of love” of this sort
waiting their hands.

One cannot estimate the difference it
makes in & woman’s work in having things
handy until it has been tried, and a busy
housewife can best appreciute anything
tending in that direction.

Things should be handy not only in the
kitchen, but in' the back kitchen, the
cellar and the sitting-room. Every house-
kecper should be provided with all the

modern appliances,—the best range, the
best carpet-sweeper, refrigerator and cook-
ing utensils. These things belong to her
of right, and it is as important that slie
should have them as that you should have
the best cultivator and the best resper.
It may cost a little more in the beginning,
but in the end it will be money in the
pocket. And it is the husband’s duty to
see that things are handy.—Clinton Mon-
tague, i the Household, : '
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GLADSTONE'S GUIDING STAR.

THE WOMAN WHO JAS MADE THE GREAT
STATESMAN MMAPPY,

She is one of the most charming
women you ever saw, declares a correspon-
dent of Lhe Ladies’ Flome Jonurnal ; asweet,
kind face framed in full, soft, lovely hair
and topped by a cap of velvetand lace, A
gown that falls in axtistic folds and doesn’s
rustle, and a way of looking at youas if
she wore interested in everything you said
—that's Mrs. Gladstone. Sho does not
care for society, as it is meant by the round
of balls and receptions, and the giving and
going to them ; but she is delighted when
she is at the head of her own dinner-table
and has about her a cirele of friends who
know and love her and Mr. {tladstone.
Unlike the wife of any other Prime Minis-
ter she never went in for having a salon,
for surrounding herself with rich and
powerful friends who would simply care to
be received at the house of a Prime Minis-
ter, and yob have no real interestin the
cause which he so thoroughly and entirely
championed. Instead, she has given her
time to caring for him, to seeing that he
was under any and all circumstances as
comfortable as possible, and, that in this
way, his health was preserved for the ni-
tion for whom he did so much good, Her
happiest moments are when she is with her
husband at Hawarden, but on every im-
portant occasion she has always been by his
side. Just remember that this mennas go-
ing over the country in railway trains, be-
ing for hours on open-air platforms, and
then you will understand why the people
of England worship Mrs. Gladstone as a
heroine. : .

COMPLEXION MAKING. i

Ten hours sleep out of the twenty-four,
a walk of ab least four miles a duy in the
air, brown bread, no coffee, no sweets,
vigorous rubbing in cold water every morn-
ing, and the simplest, purest toilet articles,
that i3 Mrs. Kendall’s prescription for a
nice skin, and the delicacy and fairness of
her own face give proof of its efficacy.

Another somewhat new way for procuz-
ing a good complexion js to take a sponge
bath in tepid salt water every morning be-
foro breakfast, plenty of exercise, and
nourishing, easily-digested food,

A pretty little woman said with a sigh,
as she Jaid down a fresh list of axioms for
benutifying the person ; *“Ibis just enongh
to wear any one all out to follow half the
divections written now for making you
beautiful. Y've tried them all. I've used
vaseline-and glycerine, acid, cocoanut oil
and almond paste, rosewater and lemon
juice. I have bathed in boiling waterand
iee water, and in tepid water and in milk
and water, I have washed wy face with
a cloth of the roughest erash I conld buy,
and rubbed the very cuticle off in iny
struggles to follow out the directions ; and
I have half washed it, as I would a bit of
porcelain, with the softest, inest Sannel I
could find. I think the worst of all was
when I didn't wash it at all for a while,
because sonie one suid the hard water here
in New York would cause wrinkles, so I
wiped it off with one thing and another as
long as I could bear it, or, rather, until
just before I had ruined my skin entirely,
when my husband suggested thatX try just
keeping simply clean for a while, and, do
you know, I haven't had & bit of trouble
since.” :

. —_—
KEEPING CUT FLOWERS. ,

If cut flowers are to bo kept for a specinl
purpose do not stand them in water, but
web them thoroughly, then wrap themu in
paper, lay them in a pasteboard box and
set them ina very cold place, the colder.
the better, so that they will not freeze.
If tho flowers are to stand in .vases, keep
the water fresh by frequent renewal and by
the addition of some antiseptic, like sali-
cylic ucid, nitrate of soda orammonia. The

ends of the stalks should be cut frequently,
Do not erowd too many stems into one re-
ceptacle,  Have the vase or glass of good
size and well filled with water, and keep
the vase contindully full by the addition of
small quantities of water to mako up for
evaporation. - Do not have the stems so
long that they will rest upon the bottom of
the vase, as in that case they cannot absorb
the water so well. Flowers will be greatly
freshened after having been in a warm
room allday, if at night they are taken from
the vase and every part of them, stems,
leaves, flowers, well sprinkled, and then
wrapped closely ina web eloth, and Iaid in
a cool place until morning, Before they
are seb away, and then again when putting
them in the vases, cub off a little bit of the
stem, as the end quickly hardens and . the
moisture is not readily absorbed. By re-
moving at first all theleaves from the parts
of the stems which ave in the water the
disagreeable odor occasioned by the decay-
ing of those leaves will bo prevented.
Roses that have been carried or worn aban
evening entertainment, and have drooped,
will revive greatly if the stems are cut off
a little, then placed in water which is al-
most boiling, letting therm stand in it abous
ten minutes and then remove to cold water,
—Detroit L'ribune.

—_—————
SLEEP "FOR SCHOOL CHILDREN.

We all know how much greater is the
need of children for sleep than of grown
persons, and how necessary for their good
14 is to be able fully to satisfy this neced ;
but how great it is generally at any particu-
lar age of the child is very hard to define
exactly. The amount varies under differ-
ent climatic conditions. In Sweden we
consider a sleep of eleven or twelve hours
necessary for the younger school children,
and of at least cight or nine for the older
ones. Yet the investigations have shown
that this requirement lacks much of being
mebin all tho classes through the whole
school. Boys in the higher classes get
little more than seven hours in bed ; and
as that is the average, it iseasy to perceive
that many of them must content them-
selves with still éss sleep. It is also evi-

| dent from investigations that the sleeping
time is diminished with the increase of the’

working hours from class to class, so that
the pupils of the same age -enjoy less ac-
cording as they are higher in their classes.
It thus appears constantly that in schools
of relatively longer howrs of work, the
sleeping time of the pupils is correspond-
ingly shorter. JIn short, the prolongation
of the working hours takes place ab the
cast of the time for sleep.—Popular Science
Monthly. :
e o
TO TAN AND COLOR SHEEP SKINS

WITII THE WOOL ON.

“To tan sheep pelts with the wool
wash the skin in warm water, remove all
the fleshy matter and clean the wool thor-
oughly with soft soup and water. Having
thus freed it of all fatby matter, apply to
the flesh side the following mixture : Take
half a pound each of finesalt and powdered
alum and halfan ounce of borax. ~ Dissolve
these in a quart of hot water, and after cool-
ing the mixture to a degree that the hand
may be held in it, add rye-meal to make it
into a pnaste. After spreading it on the
fleshy side of the pelt—and, tho quantity
named is what will be necded for one pelt
—fold the pelt lengthwise and let it remain
in sn airy place for two weeks, after which
remove the paste, wash and dry. When
nearly dry, scrape with a knife, which

should be cresent-shaped, and the softness | &

of the pelt will depend very much upon the
amount; of working that is bestowed upon
it. If the skin is to be used as & mat, the
following plan is to be recommended:
With o strot.,s lather made with hot water
—hut used when cold, wash the fresh skin,
being careful to get out all the dirt from
the wool. It is better to plunge the skin
right into the lather. After doing so, wash
the skin cleanin cold water, Now dissolve
a pound cach of salt and alum in two gal-
lons of hot water. Put thisinto some sort
of a tub, in which the skinean be placed,and
have the mixture cover it, After twelve
hours’ sonking, take it outand hang it upon
the pole to drain,  When it has been well
drained, stretels ib upona board to dry, and
streteh it soveral times during the process
of drying. Before it is quite dry, sprinkle

on theflesh side one ounce each of powdered | -

alum and saltpetre, rubbed in well, Ifthe
wool is then found to be firtn on the skin,
it ean be folded up and let remain two or
three days, or until dry, turning the skin
over from day to day. Then scrape the
flesh side with a blunt knife and rub with
pumice stone.” To eolor, usenniline of any
shade you desire.” Dissolve one pound of
aniline in two gallons of water ; strain be-
fore using ; then flont the skins in a dye-
box, wool down.. See that they lie fiat,
and let them remain till the color. or shade
you desire comes ; then take thiem out and
run them through clear, cold water and
hang up in a hot room ‘to dry. For plain
white, wash theskins well after tanning as
described above. If not white enough,
hang up in a small room and bleach. with
powdered sulphur. Set in a pail in the
centre of the room, burning., Be careful to
have no eseape of the sulphur fumes, and

have the room air-tight.”—Shoe and
Leather Reporter.
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RECIPES.

CrrocoLATE PUDDING.—Boil one quart of milk,
add a teacup of butter, one of sugar, and three
ounces of grated chocolate, When cool, add the
yolksof four cggs, Pour in apudding dish Iined
%vrl th stalecake.” Bake, cover with meringue, and

own. :

RaiLway Puppive.—Beat one egg, add one cup
of sugar, one tablespoonful of melted. butler. one
and a half cup of flour, one teaspoonful of baking
P"“’dc‘" half & cup of milk, and o teaspoonful of

emon extract, Bakein a greasced pan and serve
with lemon sauce, )

Fia Pupping.—Chop half & pound of figs fine,
mix witha teacup of grated bread-crumbs, half a
pound of sugar, a teacup of melted butter, five
ounces of candied orango peel and citron, one
grated nutmeg, and five well-beaten eggs, Steam
four hours and serve with sauce,

EcoxomricaL PupbiNg.—Take four cups of

flour, one of suet, onc of dricd raspberrics or
blackberries, one and & half cups of molasses,
and two beaten eggs.  Mix all together, flavor to
laste, put in amold and steam two hours. Eat
with hard sauce. )
. ALMOND Pupping,—Make a spongo cake, bake
in o long pan, have the. eako about two inches
tlnck._ lanch a pound of almonds, and pound
lvhcm‘m rose-water, mix with four greated crack-
ors, six eggs, a pound of butter, o pound of sugar,
and alitlle grape jelly. Pour on the cake, setin
the oven twenty minutes, cover with meringue
flavored with extract of almond.

OYSTER SaLAp.—Leb fifty small oysters just
come to a boil in their own liquar. Skim and
strain, -Season the oysters with threo table-
spoonfuls of vinegar, onc of oil, onehalf tea-
spoonfulofsalt, one-cighth teaspoonf ulofpepper,
and:place on ice for two hours, With & sharp
knife eut up a pint.of celery, using only the ten-
der part, and when ready to serve, mix with the
oysters, adding about one-half pint mayonnaise
dressing. Arrange in asalad dish. Pour over
another onc-half pint of dressing, and garnish
with white celery leaves,
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PUZZLES.—No. 6.
CITARADE,
My first is mightier than & weapon.
J{‘Iy» second is a nodble ereation.

My third is the sailor's own palace.
i!y whole comes from cducation,

DOUBLE DIAMOND.
*
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1. In “that.” 2. An exclamation, 3. To agi-
tate, " 4. Todo. & In “make.” 6. Anenclosure.
7. i\. city in .s'outhem Asia, 8, A gir’snickname,
9. In * you. )

Theeentrals, spelled downward, giveanauthor,

: A GREAT MAN.
o was given to hig parents in answer to prayoer,
His name means, * heard of God.”
He was dedicated to the Lord while howas very

roung.
\VhCIf he “b'as still o boy the Lord spoke to him,
e beeanie a prophet and o judgo over Israel,
Who was he?
CITIES IN PI.
1, Gleonco. 2. Frxodo. 8 Peglna, 4. Prpue-
bttess, 5, Okito, 6. Nlttawa. 7. Pignon. 8. Nor-
tein, 9. Onialdiasnpi. 10, Knworye. ' 14, Hebui-

I,
l"l‘he initials, read downward, spell the name of
thoe fivst Christian Emperor,

- ANSWERS T0 PUZZLES.~NUMBER 5.

HmbEN AyuTnoRs,—1._Plato, 2, Keats, 3,
Byron. 4. Homer. & Pope. 6. Dickens, 7.
Iliot.

GrograPaICAL PuzzLe—Sir Henry Hudson
and I wentskating oneday ashort timeago. We
wiere warned by Genernl Wolfe that theice was
nob strong enough to hold such heavy menas we
were. However, disregarding his wnrn"mg we
went on the ice whero we wero met by Sic Run-
dolph Churchill. In a few moments Sivr Henr
Hudson, who was tho heaviest of the party, fell
through the ice and when dragged ashore_by
Governor Champlain was much exhausted. We
took him to Queen Charlotie’s palace where he
was kindly treated by the Queen who Ient him
her smelling salts and introduced him to her son
and heir-apparent, Prince Albert, who gave him
acarriage to take him home,

L PL

. Chillairs and wintry winds! My ear

Has grown familiar with your song;

*Thedritin the opening year,
Ilisten, and it choers mo long.

l‘:??




