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pots ; which books are, from time
o siwie, (0.be givea to the Captains
ok-his Majesty’s ships.in the propor
tions directed by their Lordships.
énd their Lordslxips _have further
signified their pleasure, that a spe,
sinl account be kept by the Society
oball books thus issued, for the pure
pose of defraying..the expenses of
the same. . Tldspiousand beneficent
purpose promises to beattendcd with
the happiest efiects : and every good
mau will rejoice at the. contempla.
ion of the enlarged .apportunities
thereby afforded of the consolations
and- the instructiona of religion to
the defenders of qur country, ,
i+ In like mannes, from the earlieat
périod of its: inatitution, . the attens
tion of the Sbciety has-been direct.
ed, as occasion ' required, and their
means would allow,. to the religious
‘wants of the poor and afilicted in
Hospitals, Prisons, Work-Houses,
Alms-Houses, and other public ins
#titations, In the year 1710, they
/promoted 8 subscription for fixing
‘Pasge.4to. Bibles, and-otber Religi-
ous boaks, in the prisonsin and about
-¢he cities of London & Westminster.
40 1725, they presented a packet of
books to every Cnunty Gaol in the
kingdom ;:amd in the year 1731,
swd &t othier periods, they exerted
-themselvos, not-withaut considerable
effect, (printing.in-1733 one. thoo-
-sand copies of 2 Propesal, &c.) to
-premote the introductien of Divine
-Service into those institutions ; .as
-they did:dbout the year 11729, .angd
-at other«times, Lo: establish family
Igzayer, and:to.set up schobls for the
«cdadation of pooy ckildrenin Work-
Houses. Angd, with regard to all
-those establishments aheve ensme-
-swted, which are rtot prasided with
-any: proper fubddor the purechase of
-books,the Society, desirans that @
“vepositery should.bs kaown, . to
which they might have the pawer to
- pesort:in.the hour of decessity, did,
‘in'the year 1811, extead te them
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also its offers of gratuitous supplies,
not doubging but that upon-a; public
representation (sheuld such repre-
sentation at apy future time become
‘necegsary) any extraordivary pres-
sure upan the Socigty, heseby occa~
sioned, would speedily be.relieveg
by the bounty of the charitable and
well-disposed i and still _furthery
from the same motives, and with
similar.hopes,. it invited the making

-of inquiries gewerally, through thp

parochial Clezgy and gther Mem-
bers of the Society, iutp the wants
of the indigent and labouring classe
es in allpasts of the kingdom, in
order to a removal.of those deficiens
cies, so far as the means geposed in
itp.trast shall allow, by grants of
the: Holy Scriptures, and other pubs~
lications of the Society, at the ususl
rednced prices. e

.. The sources from which the:Secie
ety -has bitherto becn enabled .to
carry on all these apd other imporg-
ant and extensive-designs,.have been
the annual subscriptions of ita Mem-
‘bers, together with the legacies and
-occasional donations of very. many
pious and- charitable benefactors.:
and the Geneml Board, when they
acopted those very cansidersble en-
largements of the beneficent and
Eratwitous undertakings last men-
tioned, did ,not-take.that: staps but
io the: humble trust.that ithe same
gracions Providemce, wirich for %0
magy yeags bas ewsbled them to

.carry on their designs for prometing

-Christisn koowledge, and. edifyins
‘the body of Carist, will. still fure
nish the means wheredy those ob-
jects may be pursued with increased
setivity and vigour. . ,
- fod, while the General Boatd
expresy,revergntly this their assupad
reliance 4n the Ditine  protectio®s
and add their persussion that the
above statement of the designs of the
Socigty will not have been in vaifs
but will continue to call forth, frof

-year to year, the.cordial aid of m#*
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