e R A Sy

THE CATHOLIC.

pray for themselves®  If thisbo a duty of the clergy
why not cnjoin it?  Why not secure ils perform-
ance, by making 1t of strict obligation? ~Webeg
DMr. White to attend fo a remark ofanable German
writer on this question: ““If the Breviary were not
of obligation, if the reading of the Holy ~Scriptures
and the prayers of each priest were left to his own
discretion by the Church, O how many would be
found neglecting both ¢ If ¥ might here refer to ex-
perience, liow continually do we find that the enc-
mies of the Breviary are no friends to any other
kind of prayer! Andhow cvident is it, that such
men hurry over every other spiritual duty, while
they often and readily go 1nto assemblies of plea-
suve, and by their tepidity, indifference, and sean-
dalous deportment, rvin souls,rather than ciify
them!”

When the reader has duly attended to the ac-
count just given of the contents of the Breviary, he
will atleast think Mr. White very bold in assert-
ing that “‘there was a time when he knew itby
heart.” And when he has considered what has
heen said of the Saints’ Lesson., he will not find
Mr. W, correctin saying in lus **Preservative,”
that Jegen 's of the Saints a:c read, “‘day by day,
the whole year through.”  There are more (hun
sixty ferias in the year, whenno Saints’ lives are
read at all, there are about twenty Sundays when
no Saints’are honoured; besides at Jeast twenty days
within cctaves of various feasts, making together
about one hundred days out of three hundred and
sixty-five, on which no *“‘compendious lives of the
Saints areread atall ! Yet Mr. W, knowing how
few will trouble to cxamine, boldly says, that the
Saints’ Lives are read, ‘‘day by day, the whole
year through!”

Butitis time to examine bis
Jtis drawn from the nature of
read of the Lives of the Saints.

grand argument,

M. W bas col-

Yected a great number uf curious histories related,

dn thewm, of extraordinary miracles, of uusterities,
singular visions, revelations and other ustogpishing
‘parratives; from which having copied them at

cat length, and falsely insinuated that they are
the principal part of the Breviary, and r .d every
day, heendeavours to draw the conclusion, that the
{endency of our Office-book is to ““cherish credu-

lity, and adulterate Chricdan virlue.”
‘T'o be continved.

OR1GINAL.

MIDNIGHT CONTEMPLATION.

Naw, mounted aloft on her bright beaming car,
Lo, Cynthin specds hier career !
Around their fair empress, diffus’d wide and far,
The starry host twinkling appear
’

O’cr heav’n's bright azure the fleeey clouds sai,
And vary their forms in the breeze .

‘The hoarse rushing river now gleams anthe vale
‘The sihver beam floats o’cr the trees.

Whiie nature in silence ber mighty machive
> whe ching majestic along ;

In thouzht let us soar to a goodlier scene,
And s woth the Angebical throng :

Where Leaming in beauty the bless'd appear,
As they mos ¢ i the Deity’s blaze

Their music celestial enraptur’d we'll hear,
And join them in hynuang his praise.

In ravishing symphony often they sing
How nature’s cmnipotent Lord

Bade alf that existeth from wothing to spring .
From nothing it sprung at his woid :

Hosw o’cr the dark chaos his spirit then may'd
And call'd forth the light’s checriug may 3
Frain darkness cmerzing the Jigat be approy°d,
A gue o form the fint dag,
B

those lessons we f

The waters he parted, somnc causing torisc
Aloft on the wings of the wind .

Then, whither he orders, the rest instant Lics,
‘The dry land disclosing bebund.

i
i
i

The gatl’ring of watcrs he called the sea,
The dry land, the carth he design’d : .
‘Fhe carth now ho deeks with each green herb § tree,
Bearing flow’rs, fruit aud sced of 1ts kind.

These luminous orbs then he pours o'cer the sky ;
Bid each m s orbit be whul’d 5

That man br their course may tho scasons descry
From his lowly terrestial world.

The sun first he launches forth, flaming so biight,
Ani bids him presude o’er the day :

The maon he commands teat to lead ou the night
With her fainter and changeable ray ;

Be earth, air, and waters replenished, he said
With creaturcs that swin, creep or fly !

Suaight, fishes o’cr occan, o’er earth beasts are sped,
Aud birds wing their flight to the sky.

Still, where 1s the creature, for whom is design'd
The wonderful fabric he rvears !

*Tis man, whom his Gog all the while bas in mind ;
And at length the lov’d creature appeats.

“Mlan now to ourmage, he says, let us make.”
So spoke the mysterious three : i

* Of all the fair creatures, just made fur Jus sake,
The sole Lord and wmaster shalt be.”

His finger Almighty then fashion’d the clay,
And boilt up the beauteous frame :

Then he Ureati'd in the spirit immortal ; straight way
It caught the celestial flume.

Thus blooming and upright the fav’rite of heav'n
From the hand of his maker arose : .

Sole test of his gratitudg, frec-will was giv’n,
Ne'er meant to bave wrought him such woes ;

The pift be abus’d, and a rebel full soon
To his God, likc Jic tempter, he came :

Then leav’n lic lost, the conditional boon
Dooma’d henceforth to wmis’ry extreme.

Icre suddenly pause the celestial choice :
They feel for their brother, lost man, i

Each pensive rechnes o’cr lus ilﬁhl streaming lycc*
When God's word thus gracious began :

¢ Not cvil shall over my goodncss prevail,
Or render my purposes vain @

Tke decp wound, inflicted _y sin, I will heal,
And wan his Jost bliss shall regain.

O death,whose approach nosw we hope more than dread.
Thy dart wo invite thee o fling
‘1’0 hicav'n that our sonls from their Lanishment freca,
Their flight umnourber’d may wing !

" ON GOOD FRIDAY.

AT TNE XISSING OF THE ClOSS,

Tiail, mighty Lord of naturo slain :
Qur gwity race from sin to free
Comveiting thus to bliss our bano ;
And death to life upon the trec !

Accept our prostrate homage paid
Before thy cross and sacred shrine !
As dying Isracl look’d for aid
T'o thee, in thy redeeming sign ~Numb o 8.

‘The church reminds her children dear
Of all, for them, thy suft’rings borne .
And bids them drop the pious tear,
As o’cr thine imag’d death they mourn.

Thy wounded hands and feet and side
She pointing bids us fondly kiss
AVhence flow’d oar ransom’s crimson tide,
That wafls us back to fosfeit bliss

Ilow o’cr her bloody spouse she wails,
In weeds of deopest mourning clad !

T'o sooth her sorrowing nought avails,—Cant. ¢h 1.
While lie L1£s NUMBERED tith the dead.— (. 2,

Yet soon arc tum’d to gay attire,
T'o white, her sable weeds of woce ¢
And from her lofty sounding lyre
Eaulting allelujas flow.

Thus welcomes she (o life restor’d
Her best belov'd from death’s domain .
And to his praise, in sweet accord
With bymning Angels, pours her strafn.

To God the father, and the son.

O’er death who did triumphant soar 3
And holy spirit, three in ope,

Let creatures all their praiscs pour!

ERRATA.
FOR THE LAST NO.
Page 180, eecond column, line I—They will

have nothing to do with the good Angels ; though
'they acknowledge they have with the evil ones.

Ehe Catholic

« But who for his sin tho atonement shall make, ‘

For made an ctonement must be? .
Who can but mﬁsclf‘! then his ndture 1'll take,

And stoop to death’s fatal deeace.
¢ ‘Thus 1oan, of my justice, the victim assign'd,
The adequate victim shall be :

‘Then my anger shall cease 5 fruth & mercy be jon'd ;
And justice with peace shall agree.”

He ceas’d.  The Angelical host with amaze

Are struck at the tidings they bear 5
To think that thair God could himself so dcbase

As fraxl human vature to bear ;

To think of such honor on man thus conferr’d,

As brother of God tobecome ;
Nay God ;and thus heav’n o’r all ereatures prefeic’d,

To chaim, as his own pative home.

But hark ! Now their voices harmonious they rasse ;
In strain 50 melodious they sing : .

‘I'o hima be all honor and glory and praise,
Such good who from evil can bring !
And thow, the last ehild, not the leastof hislove, 1,

O man, let it ever be thine i
His name to extol, who bas raised thee above

Thy nature, and madc thee divine !

?

What sound interrupting their concert 5 wonld spill
My bliss 7 Allis vamish’d the scene '—

The vigilant cock with bis elarion shrill,
Recallrme to carth back.aganr.
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