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The Cathalic.

PRAYERS FOR THE DEAD.
' © 7 [conoLuDED,]

Let ’us. coqgjuﬂe with a few Pf?téltant
-authorities :— ‘ o

“Let not the ancient practice . of pray-
ing.amd. making oblations for' the. Dead,
be any-more rejected by Protestants as
unlawful. Itis a practice received through-
out the universal Church of Christ,. which
did ever believe it both pious and eharita-
ble. 'Many of the Fathers were of opin-
ion, that some light sins, not remitted in
this life, were forgiven afer death, by
the intercession of the Church.in her pub-
lic prayers, and  especially those which
were offered up.in the celebration of the
tremendous mysteries ; and it is no absur-
dity to believe so. The practice of pray-
ing for:the Dead is derived, as Chrysos-
tom asserts, from the Apostles.””— Biskop
Forbes, on Purgatory.

“ That Austin concludes, very clearly,
that some souls do suffer temporal pains |
after death, cannot be denied.”—Fulke's
Confuiation of Purgatony.

Afier meationing the different opinions
of the Fathers, respecting the purgatorial
process through which souls are 10 pass,
Leibnetz thus beautifully, and in the true
Catholic spirit, concludes :—Quidguid hus
jus sit, plerigue omnes-consenserunt in cas-
tigationem sive purgationem.post hanc vi-
tam, qualiscunque e esset, quam ipsa ani-
mz ab excessu ex-corpore, illuminatze et
conspecta tunc imprimis prw_t'eritae vite
intperfectione, et peccati feditate maxima
tristitia tacta sibi accersunt hibenter, nol-
lentque aliter ad culmen beatiwdinis per-
veniie.”—But however these differences
of opinion may be, almost all agree in ad-’
mittiog this paternal chdstisement or pur-
gation after life, ‘whatever be its specific
nature,to be'such, that the soulsithemselves,
being illuminated after their release from
the body, and seeing then, for the first time,
thoroughly, the imperfection of their past

compunction thereat, will desire it of them-
selves, .nor wish to arrive otherwise at,
supreme felicity.— Systema Theologicum.

*“There is one proof of the propitiatory
nature of the Eucharist, according to the
sentiments of the ancient church, which
will.be thought but only too great; and
that is; the devotions used in the Liturgies,
and so often spoke of by the-Fathers, in
behalf of deceased souls. 'There is, I sup-
pose, no Liturgy wwithout them, and the
Fathers: frequently speak of them.  St.
Chrysostom mentions it as an irstitution of
the Apostles. 1. Austin asserts that such
prayers are beneficial to those who have
led lives so moderately good as to deserve
them. Cyril, of Jerusalem, mentions a
prayer for those who are gone to sleep
before us; und St, Cyprian, meations the
decial of those prayers,’ as a censure pass
ed upon some men by. his predecessors;
Tertulliau spoke of this practice as pre-
vailing in his time, and the constitutions do
require Priests and people to use these sorts
of devotion for thesouls of those that die
in the - fdith,—Joknson’s Unbloody Sac-
riﬁce.

“ Dr. Whitby;’ says the same writer,
“has fully proved, in his annotations on
2 Tim. iv. 4, that the Primitive Fa-

believe that the spuls of the Faithful
are admitted into Heaven before the
Day of Judgment. It was I.suppose from
hence concluded, that they were, in the in-
terim, in a.state of expectance,-and ~were

capable ofan increase of light and refresh- |

ment. Since praying fur-them, whilst in
this state, wasno where forbidden, they
judged it, therefore, lawful ; and if it were
lawful, no more need be said,~Nature will
do the rest. The only use I make of it is,
to prove that the ancients believed the Fu.
charist to be a Propitiatory Sacrifice, and
therefore put up those prayers for their
deceased friends, in the most solemn part
of Eucharistic Office, after the symbols
had received the finishing consecration:”
“It must be admitied-that there are, in
Turtullian’s writings, passages which seem
to jmply, that in the interval between
death and the general resurrection, the
sonls of those-who are destined te eternal
happiness, undergo a purification from the
stains which evep the best men contract
during their lives.”— Bishgp Kane,
Among Protestant tesliﬁ;uies to -this
ancient and Chsistian custom of praying

{for the Dead, we.should not omit the two

Epithets writen for themselves-by Barrow,
of St. Asaph,and Mr.. T'horndyke, Preben-
dary of Westnlinster. In the Epitaph of the
Bislop are the following words :—**O.vos
transeuptes in domum Bomini,  domum
-orationis, orate pro.conservo vestro, -ut
;1nveniat misericordiam in die Domini.”
1‘Oh ye, who pass into the House of the
sLord, into the House of Prager, pray for
tyour fellow servant, that he may find «nes-
cy in the day of the-Lord.” In Like man-
ner Thoendyke, in his epitaph, entreats
that the reader will pray for rest to his.
soul: Tu lector -requiem et beatam in
Christo resurioctionem precare.”

Tug PRUSSIAN MINISTER’S RELIGIOUS NE-

00c1IATIONS AT THE CourTs oF LoN-
.DON AND Rome.

4(1.) The negotiations of Mr. Bunsen in
London were, as the times admits, attend-
ed with complete success. Ile negotiated
en allisnce, on equal terms, between a
chureh of 30 recent a birih that it owed its

hparentage to the negotiator himself —and

the Anglican establishment ; .caused  a

kbishapric to be established fo: the-commen

service of .members of these two ecclesias-
tical -bodies; imposed en that Bishop two
contradictory confessions of faith, one from
each of the contradicting parties; and pro-
vided for his support by .funds subscribed
by the coatracting parties or their friends
in something like equal shures. He thus
Lmost undeniably hooked -in the Establish-
hment to a pasticipation in his and his Roy-
al mastei’s vesy liberal design of univer~
-sal -fraternization of faiths 5 and just as un-

this realm.with three .tclerable significant
propositions (with which, 1o say teuth, she

that a wrifte of creed with regard to the
Trinity and Eugharist, a trifle of organis
zation in the.matter.of Episcopacy, snd a

are no such-great matters aftor all. The
sailor, in the old story, would not quarrel
about a handful of Church essentials, Such
were the points gained by M. Bunsen in

thers, and even the .Apostles, did not

London. In Rome he secured ‘‘a com-

c 4

deniably saddled the elerical Imposter of

had been girthed long since,)—to wit— '

trifle of time.in point of Church antiguity,

—y

“plete. triumph, to  the Prussian. Crown,”
by. proguring the suppression f she. -old
and infirm . Archbishop frem the practical
exercise of his functions, in.which he weuld
otherwise have. heen speedily superseded
by age. This concession was atall eveats,
a very natural tribute to ciwil delicacy
but at what price was it purchased? . By
the concession, on the part.of M.{Bunsen,
of the very points for which alie holy and
venerable prelate had suffcred a protrasted
incarceration : —in the matter of Catholic
reducatien, leave to reorganige the Univer-
sity of Boon : in the matter af mixed mar-
riages, strict adherence to theBull of P ope
Pius of 1830. -On both these points—
the ounly points iu the. dispute—M. Buna
sen has gained a complete. triumph, by
absolutely and totally surrendering that
for which the Archbishop had struggled.
But the victory®ot Rome in this most im-
portant pacification, is by no means to be
measured even by the magnitude of these
two gains. The fact is, that six years
ago—most unfortunately—~the soil in this
part- of Catholic Germany seemed but
too well disposed for she reception of
the liberal seed of Church-amalgamation,
so profusely .scattered by the Court of
Berlin, The injudicious violence of the
late monarch has entiely changed the
face of affairzs. A new spinit has heen
roused ; an attack has bean beaten hack ;
and the principles on which . the attack
was founded have become odions theotighs
out the Rheaish provinces, far beyoad the
sphere of the purely religious influence of
the Church of Rome. The late mon-
arch, .and M. .Bunsen to boot, were both
thoroughly well drubbed for their illscon-
sidered onslaught. Thepresent moaarch

bing, and for his own part has beaten—
his retreat. .In .a word, in thi¢; as well
as in other things, he hasadopted a .new
dine of policy—the policy of substituting,
for a forced military .rule .of outward uni-
{formity in all matters haman and divine,
|the cultivation of a freeand natural.devels
0
ligious elements. of which his wery elac.
“quered and speckled kingdom is .compos-
ed. This at least isthe policy .of which
he has given promise. Ja religious mat-
ters he has given earnest of his promise;
and the late afluirs.at Celogne show, that,
in the racent pacification which he pur-
chased at such seemingly- high price, he
is determined to appear to have acted, not
a forced, but a gracefuland voluatary part.
By these triumphant negotiations of M.
Bunsen, then, Rome has exchanged a,pre-
late in the prime of -life for a most holy
archbishop of failing strength and health.
It has gained leisure and warning to.em-
ploythis interval of peace, if it should only
be temporary, in setting affairs in order on
ithe Rhine, s0.as best 1o meotsthe aaxt
_struggle that may be <oming, It has
’gained the points in dispute; - It has gain-
ed the completion of the great Rhenish
Cathedral, which “is intended to be &
monament” of this pacification and these
gains —gains botli to Rome and 10 Ptus-
sia. If the Z'imes can see in these things
any set~off to the Jerusalem losses of the
Anglican body, we really have no busi-

pmeat of all:the independent civil and re- | P

o4

+.The second point of resemblance is i
deed rather more of a resemblences
though rasher less in .paint-thanm what has
gone before. It seems that, on the same
day, in London, the Kiug wentito an An-
glican and a Lutheran senviee : in Co-
logne, on the same day, his Majesty heard
Ewvangelical prayers and High Mass. The
resemblance, we admit, is tolerably pere
fect, but is.of no moment to any one but
the King. The fecling of the King, i
seems, in thus making light of hall-a-do-
-zen different worships, is to be traced tos
beliel in *the principle of the essential
amity of the different creeds of Chris-
tendom ;" and in this feeling, we are told,
“the Pope’s representative and the whole
Roman " Catholic population of Cologne™
‘heartily and joyfully participated !— Trus

"Tablet.
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From the London and Dublin Orthodox Journal.

"TESTIMONY OF PROTESTANT WRITERS IN
FAVOUR OF CATHOLICITY,

No. IL.

On the so~called Apocryphal Books of
Scripture, and on the reading and inter:
Dretation of Scripture.

For three hundred years the Catholic
has been subjected to pains, penalties, and
death, on account.of his religion ; for
three shundred years has heen condemned
to hear in silenca that religion reviled, :
calumniated, and assailed by all the ar- '
guments which: hate and envy and the ma- -
fice .of the devil could suggest 3 yet now :
at last a tardy justice is being done to that ;
religioa-by.the descpadapts of the very men
from whom he has suffered so much. Heijrs -
40 the opinions of their forefathers, but not :
to their rancour, the present generation of

has prudently pocketed his father’s drub- pPretestants praise.the religion which their

forefathers reviled, and sigh for the retarn
of practices and rites which their forefa-
thers abolished. :Let them add to Protess
tantism the various items .in whieh’ they.
find it so lamentably deficient, let them
cover its nakedness with the garments
worn by antiquity, and it will cease to be
rotestantism. Instead of being a prodi-
gal .wandering forlorn froni home, it will |
be a repentant Magdalen returning to the
bosom of a fond mother, the Catholic -
church.—The arms of controversy are now
changed. - Instead of extracting argi
ments from the fathers to show the prac-

rtice of the ancient church, the Catholic has

merely to quote the opinions of modern
Protestants ; by them he finds that the .
whole code of his doctrines is ' admittedy
and the absence of such a code in thoir
own church is bewailed in moving terms:
When a strong argumeut is brought from
adather of the church, *Oh ! replies the
ordinary Protestant, ““he was a Papist "
bat the men of his awn church ‘are abiove
suspicion. :dLet him, therefore, pause and
raflect while he reads the opinions af med -
professing the snme creed as himself, the
opivions of wen brought up like higsell -
with the same abhorrence of Catholichtys
the opinions of men who have not bee®
distracted with the cares of life and the
pursuits of ibusiness, but who have devot*
ed their time o religion, who have exam’
ined and tried and taught the Protestast
systeth ; and therefore there opinio

uess to quarrel wah its taste. -

ought to have weight with those who hav® -
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