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Church’ of America, the ‘Reformed Cn-l
thalic Church? of S ~otlund,and the! Chuech
of England,’ of being the one ‘Catholic,’
rad Apostelic’ Chureh, in its primitive;
suthiority and purity.  The whole dis-
puate, ns 1 underatood it, between this
Church aod the Romish, and the Dissent-
ers,and what is techinically called Righ
and Low Caurch, may be reeolved into

this doctone of the ulleged Safallibility? of |

the Church. I have read, reasoncd, end | tion in Englond began. A few Bishops
|

thought, on this subject, and nnt shaving
heen able to amive at any satisfuctory
solution of the difficelty, I bave deters
wined to ask tor nare light from the edi.
tor of the Churchman ; and in nskivg lor
more light, I am bound to state the diflicul-
ties onder which I labor, in not being able
to arrive ot the same conclusiony with my
worthy aud intelligent pastor,

It is claimed that the Chutch of Christ,
as ustablished by the apostles, being ore
ganised governed, aud directed, by per-
sons chosen by their great Master for this

especial purpose, and Who had his com-!

mand and suthorify to continue and per~
petuate ity by the transmission of their
authority to thuir successors, with the
promise of the Holy Spirit to ald it, and
goide it into ull truth—that a Church so
divinely instituted, guided, and preserved,
wust be the depositary of trutli—must be
the only authority in mattets of faith and
discipline—must. be the only appointed
means through which salvation may be
obtsined and the true light of the Gospel
diffused throughout the world. That a

acknowledged him as the spiritual head of
the Church and bowed unlhesitatingly to
the decisions of a Councill of the Church
ackoowledging his spiritual jurisdiction.
‘The English Bishops down to the reigo of
Henry derived their Episcopal powers and
suthority from this source, and regarded
it coming to them through the true snd ap-
pointed authority of the Church of Chr:st,
Undor these circumstances the Reforma-

denwving  their spititual anihority from
Rome, ochnowledged the validity of the
source through which they had derived
their spiritual powets, by clsiming the
right in theic copacity as Bisliops of thet
Church, to determine truth and error for
themsclves, proclaimed as errors and cor-
ruptions what the Church of which they
were constitnent parts had, by viitue of
rits delegated and infallible wuthoity de-
tived from the Apostles, decided-to be
necessary to salvation ! ussumed to thems
selves authority to &t in judgment upon
the solemn decisions of councils—io des
clare as errors what the whole Waeetern
Chureh, from which they derived these
authority, hed declared to be the truths—
to oppose their individual jrdgments to
the judgmeut of their brethren in council 5
and refusetheir submission to the consti-
tuted authority of the Church of which
. they svere wembers, and from which they
had derived their powess ! Ifthis be not
schism, pray what is it ?

Suppose, Mr. Editor, that the good
Bishop of Ohio, and: three ar four of his

Church so constituted must m its very na-!\,Veslem brethren, should. take it upon

ture be ‘infallible,” 1 will not deny 5 but
do not *Protestant Ep-scopalians® both ad-
mit and deny this anfallibility’ in the same
breath 2 1tis ndmitted by them that the
Church so instituted did regulady and
validly tiansmit wts authorily.and preserve
its purity for somo. three or four centus
sies, after which errors began grudually to
diffuse themselvos; uutil finnlly the whole
Cuhurch became cortupted ;3 maintainiog
aud preserving however the regular and
valid transmission of its suthorty by
ineans of its corrupted and crring ministry,
down to the present time, as it cxists in
the Romish and Greek .communions, tos
gether with .oue -or. two other admtted
branches of the true Chutels of Chnst —
Now the yuestion may be natorally asked,
how a Church so instituted could run into
error at all?2  Established by Christ him-
self ; invested with miraculeus powers.;
guided by the Holy Spirit sucha Church,
if fofallible in its ambority, aud in the pow-
er of transmitting its suthotiry must have
Yeen infallible in its ductrines, and a8 an
interpreter of the truth.  Ysee no vray of
escnping from this conclusion. The Ro-
maanists offirm that such is the fact ; and
assuming the premises to be true, that is
1he cousistent and inevitablo conclusion.
This is one biorn of the dilemme. Now-for
the other.

Flie Church so constituted, and in the

‘lhemsclves to decide and declare in direct
| contradiction to the decision of the general
council of Bishops, and the universally
:admilled doctrines of :he Church, that
there were great.errors in.the Church ;
that corruption existed; and that. it had

Bishop of the Episcopal Church holding
valid and regular ordination? I should
eay not. Neither could he be regarded us
holding any spiritusl authority whatever
from that Church.

Thisstrikes mo as a parallel caso. The
English DBishops, under similar circums
stances, separated themselves from the
Clurch—avere cut offy degraded, and de-
prived of their Episcopul powers. Ilonry,
it is trae, interfered und made them Bish-
ops again, but it does not appear, ** de~
fender of the fuith as he was declured to
be, that any authority was given him by
the Church to make Bishops. He could
and did, it is true, confer the ttle, or 1a-
ther the-name ; but the cluim to regular
and valid succession, when derived from
such a source, and in dircct opyposition to
the authority excrcised by an admiited
validity in the Church of Rounie, appears

to me 1o bo smgularly unfortunate, if' not;

more than doubtful. Did the act.of Par-
liament constituting -him ¢ the -supreme

head:upon earth of ‘the Church of Eng.{

and,? really und truly confer the power
of ‘making valid Bishops, according to
apostolic succession and authority? Could
old Sarum rightfully vote upon the quess-
tion of muking Heury a successor of the
Apostles, as he must have been, to make

Bishops of the -* Cutholic and Apostolic:

Church?? Think of i, Mr. Editor; the
good Bishop of Ohio voluntarily separating
himself from the Church, spiritnally de
giaded, and: deprived of hissoflice by the
house of Bishops—maude a Bishop again
by the Chief Magistrate of+Qhio, and
claiming to hold vahd ordination by.regu-
lar succession from the A postles, as against
all Presbyterians, Quakers, Methodists,
und other. new lights 1

It is .claimed, I know, that all Bishops

Lecome indispensably necessary to tho,
preservation of.the purity of the.Church, !
and to restore it-to its primitive.simplicity
«and truth, to.reform its liturgy, and ubolish
some of its vain and useless ceremonials
—to.deny the trath of she doctrine of the
creal presence — to substitute sweetened
water for wine—to deny the cflicacy or
'right of pronouncing absolution—to abo~
lish the custom, as iolatrous, of receiving
the communion kneeling—10 dispense
with the sign of the cross in. baptism—to
make baptism and regeneration two dis-
tinct matters—to abolish the use of vest
ments—and perform sundry other acts of
purification that they might clioose 1o de-
isignate. In such a state of things the in-
quiry would naturally be put to the good
Bishop of Olio and his associmes, from
whence they derived authority to do these
things —-to oppose themselves to the

| Church-of which they were members, and
from which they held their Episcepal
powers—10 pronounce its ntost solemn de-
cisions as errors of docirjne, and its.ceves
wonial as vain.and idolatrous? But,sups

by virtae of their office possessed wqual
and concurrent powers, and that the

the Church. In what then exists this
boasted identity, but in our; misty igno-
rance ol the past ?

How can I solve the difficulty 2 1 [
adopt the doctrine of an Apostolic Church
with-a valid ministry, holding ordination
in regular and undenied succession from
the Apocdles, or {rom a period touching
the times in which they Fived 5 and f 1t
be essentinl to be in a Church so insti-
tuted, there is then (ar less doubt in the
Romish communion than in any other;
as the fact of the regulir transmission of
authority jir that Church is not only not
denicd, but is admitted to be tho rock on
which the validity of the Church of Eng.
land rests. ‘The Church of England then,
by its own showing, or that of the fall
Churchmen in it, is no Church at all.
The Church of Scotland, from which the
Amerionn Church obtained ordination,
has told the whole story. That Church
is now the * Reformed Catholic Church,”
which in- its turn was reformed by the
Presbyterians. How is this ? The “Holy
Cathohic” refurmed?  The Apostolical
and infullible Church reformed # And by
whom? If reformed *¢ by authority,” no-
uovel names to distinguish it would be re-
quired. Great Britain, with a * reforme -
ed" Parliament, is Great Britain still.
The Methodists will now be the *¢ Re-
formed Episcopal Church.”” And why
not? Wesley received ordination in-the
English Church, and died in its commu-
nion.

With my present information on these
subjecis, Mr, Editor, I can soc no way of
escape from the conclusion, that the Epis-
copnl Church in Eugland, in Scotland,
Iund in this country, occupies almost pre-
cisely the same position in reference o
the -cluim of exclusive. validity, that the
Presbycrians, 1he Congregationalists, the
'Bnptisls, the Methodists, nad others do;
and that it rests upon 1he right of private

|

-cient inhabitants of Britain were-overrun,

Bishop of Rome, in assuming a general and individual judgment, with the aid of
spivitual jurisdiction, usurped powers lhul'tho.'Scriptmcg, and the influence of the
did not rightfully belong to him. This Holy Spirit, to determine truth and error
however does not change the aspect of for itself,.ns against the «divine right?
thoscase ; there remains the simple and cliimed.by- Bishops and Churches, I ask
uudeniablo fact, that a fewBishops-of the : 1q 1y ¢nlightencd.

Church of England, took it upon ~thems
selves to pronounce sentence of error and -
corruption against doctrines and ordi« e )
nances, that their spiritual brethren in I¥ ENGLAND.

cauncil had decla ed-to be>ecssential. I8y Under this head the London Sun-has the
all possessed equal and concurrent powers; f following remurks :—

if all were truo and valid Bishops of thej At a meeting of the Catholic Institote of

one ‘-Catl}olic. nnd«Apo?lolic Ch.urch,m Greai Britawn, held Inrely in London, Mr.
on which side lics the weight of’cvn!enc(.z, 0'Comnell said he wimicd 10 sce the day
lhc. mountan’s or the mouso's? .h ' when Hligh Mass would be performed. in
f:lmnfed too, I know, that there is an Westminster Abbey, nd he doubted not,
ideatity between thc. prest.:nt Church of from present appearances, that ere long ho
England and the ancient Church that ex- should have thatdisppincss. I Puseyisne
isted previously to: the invasion of the ! , rail I:]' d th which i
Saxons. History informs us that the an- go-«n atthe ral.roa bpctf with which 1t
“has been advancing £ ~ this Inst ten yeass,
,and the feuds between that sect and the
i {umpdenites be suffered to continue, wish-
i:in ten years more the great champion of
] the Catholics, should be live, will probably

tsco his wish fulfilled.  Tho bench of
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conquered, and almost literally destroyed,
by the-victorious and Pagan Saxons. As
a-distinct people they were absolutely ob-
literated. Thuso -pagans in their turn
were converted to ~Christianity by- mis.

adinitted possession of its regularly lrmxs-[ pose the good Bishop were to desist, and
‘mitted authority from the Apostles them- 4.0 1he authority and warnings of the gionaries from Rome, and: continued in

retves, acknonladged heosghout Wcrsv.r n! Church with contempt, and dare and defy , full communion.with, and. under the spi-
Earope, and by general courent, a spinit- .

i head in the Bishop of Rome. Every : : ;
u(;hnlnmn Dishopin Western Europe, au- graded—shorn of his Episcopal power ?until the time of Hensy, v hen Romish

tecedent to the time.of Elenry the Eighth, And pray what would.le .be thea? AlBishops in England set about reforming

Bishops, a vast number .of the clergy, and
what is still more ominous, the majority of
the teachers of youth at the natonal uni-

its power. Might he not be cut -off—de- {ritual direction of the Church of Rome, versitics, show a marked tendency towards

the new docirines.  All that is wanting is

.20 imbue the law makers with ths sume



